Date
40 million years ago

1800 BC

circa 14,000 BC

8910-8640 BC

circa 550
600-1200

790s

900

924

1000

1090

1100

1100-1300

Event

The [Grand] Colorado River begins to carve Glenwood
Canyon

People arrive in southwestern Colorado and begin growing
corn, beans, and other food and living in dugout pits that
evolved into kivas; also made and used baskets at the site of

present-day Mesa Verde
Ice-age Palecamericans begin using the ice-free corridor east

of the Rocky Mountains to migrate throughout the Americas

Paleoamericans of the Folsom culture camp at the Lindenmeier
Site in present-day Larimer County

Ancestral Puebloans move onto Mesa Verde

Step House is built as a pit house on what is today Wetherill
Mesa in Mesa Verde National Park

A drought is recorded in the tree-ring calendar of the basket-
makers that inhabited Colorado during the period

A four-year drought begins this year, and as recorded in the
tree-ring calendar of the basket-makers that inhabited Colorado
at the time

A drought is recorded in the tree-ring calendar of the basket-
makers that inhabited Colorado during the period

Fremont people live in pit houses in what is today the Dinosaur
National Monument and carve petroglyphs of lizards until
around 1150

A drought is recorded lasting about 11 years in the tree-ring
calendar of the basket-makers that inhabited Colorado during
the period

The basketmakers who had lived in what came to be called
Mesa Verde begin using pottery; build dwellings into the cliffs
for defending themselves against invaders; the cliff dwellings
will be abandoned about 1300 probably because of widespread
drouaht

Far View House is constructed on what today is called the

Chapin Mesa loop drive in Mesa Verde National Park; one of
the most complete mesa-top pueblos in the park

Source
Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 483

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 598

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 599

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 48

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 48

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 48

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 519

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 48

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 599

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 600



Date
circa 1100

1131

circa 1150

circa 1190-1282
1200-1300
1200-1300
1200-1300
1200-1300
circa 1209-1282
1217

1274
1276

1276-1299

1300-1525

April 12, 1821

1540

Event Source

Ancestral Puebloans begin construction of cliff houses on Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Mesa Verde

A brief drought is recorded in the tree-ring calendar of the
basket-makers that inhabited Colorado during the period
The Slumgullion Earthflow dams the Lake Fork to form Lake  Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
San Cristobal, presently the second largest natural lake in
Colorado

Balconey House built in what will become Mesa Verde
National Park in 1906

Long House is built on what is today Wetherill Mesa Road in  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 599
Mesa Verde

Spruce Tree House is built in what becomes Mesa Verde
National Park; the park's most accessible cliff dwelling
Square Tower House built in what will become known as Mesa Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 602
Verde National Park

Sun Temple is erected at what will become Mesa Verde
National Park

Cliff Palace built in what becomes Mesa Verde National Park; Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 603
the largest cliff dwelling in North America

A brief drought is recorded in the tree-ring calendar of the
basket-makers that inhabited Colorado during the period
The last construction in Mesa Verde occurred in this year Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 49
A 23-year drought is recorded in the tree-ring calendar of the  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 48
basket-makers inhabiting Colorado during the period

A prolonged drought on the Colorado Plateau forces many
Ancestral Puebloans to migrate southeast into the Rio Grande
Valley

Jicarilla Apache Indians migrate to present-day southern
Colorado and northern New Mexico from Alaska and
Northwestern Canada

Thomas R. Searle (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 48

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 603

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 602

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 603

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 48

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 596

This is the date given to the beginning of the historic period in Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 52
Colorado, the year when Coronado and his explorers first came

to the region



Date
1541
1541

June 1, 1541
1595

1595

July 12, 1598

1600s
June 1, 1601
1610

August 10, 1680

1682

April 9, 1682

Event Source

A Spanish military expedition led by Francisco Vasquez de Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Coronado, Governor of Nueva Galicia, searches the Great

Plains for Quivira

Vasquez de Coronado crosses the southwest corner of Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
Colorado searching for city of Quivira

Coronado explores southern part of Colorado The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 59

Don Juan de Ofate explores a large part of the southern Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 174

mountains including the valleys of the Platte and Arkansas
rivers in present-day Colorado; while examining the San Luis
Valley he discovered gold mines between the Culebra and

Trinchera
Spanish cavalier Don Juan de Onate leads a party into the San  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 101

Luis Valley and report the discovery of mines between Culebra

and Trinchera

Don Juan de Ofiate Salazar establishes the Spanish colony of  Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Santa Fe de Nuevo Méjico at the village of San Juan de los

Caballeros adjacent to the Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo

Kiowa Apache tribe occupies part of Colorado Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. Al

Juan de Ofate possibly penetrates as far north as the future site The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 59

of Denver

Santa Fe established as capitol of the Spanish Colony of New  Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by

Mexico Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. Al

The shaman Popé of Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo leads the Pueblo Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Revolt against the Spanish rulers of Santa Fe de Nuevo

Meéjico; Spanish settlers flee down the Rio Grande to El Paso

del Norte

The country west of the Mississippi River is claimed by La Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

Salle of France and named Louisiana

René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, claims the Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Mississippi River and its watershed for France and names the

region La Louisiane in honor of King Louis XIV; the

Mississippi Basin is later determined to be the fourth most

extensive on Earth and includes lands inhabited by hundreds of

thousands of native peoples and lands previously claimed by

Spain. France. and Enaland



Date
September 14, 1692

Before 1863

1706

1706

1706

1719

1720

1720

1739

1739

1739

July 5, 1739

Event Source
Diego de Vargas Zapata y Lujan Ponce de Ledny Contreras  Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
completes the reconquest of the Spanish colony of Santa Fe de

Nuevo Méjico ending the Pueblo Revolt
Prior to 1863 the Utes claimed all of the Rocky Mountains Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 59

within what would become Colorado

Juan de Ulibarri leads a group of 40 Spanish soldiers and 100 Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 18
Indian allies into Colorado past the locations of present-day

Trinidad and Walsenburg to a point near present-day Pueblo

on the Arkansas River. After traveling north he claimed

possession of the country for Spain
Juan de Ulibarri reports that some of the Jicarilla Indians south Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 54

of Raton Pass cultivate grain, corn, maize, beans and pumpkins

Spanish explorer Ulibarri reaches the upper Arkansas and Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
names the region Santa Domingo Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1
Mexico's Governor Valverde travels north into what will Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 55

become Colorado and finds various Jicarilla Indian bands

retreating from their homeland, being pursued by raiding

Comanches

Comanches occupy eastern part of what becomes Colorado Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. Al

Spanish explorer Don Pedro de Villasur leads an expedition ~ Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by

down the South Platte River which he names Rio Jesus de Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A2

Maria; he and his men were killed on the plains of Nebraska by

Indians

Two French brothers, the Mallets, cross the southeastern part ~ Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary

of what will become Colorado traveling from Santa Fe to the  Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 0

Missouri River

The South Platte River, previously called Rio de Chato, is Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by

named River la Platte by French explorers Peter and Paul Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A2

Mallet

A party of Frenchmen cross the site of present-day Denver Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

A French expedition led by Peter and Paul Mallet encounter a Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 28
group of Indians (possibly Comanche) near the site of present-
day Lamar in southeastern Colorado



Date
July 5, 1739

1740
1743
1748

1751

1758

January 2, 1762

November 3, 1762

November 3, 1762

November 13, 1762

1763
1763-1800

1765

Event
On a voyage up the Arkansas River, Pierre Antoine and Paul

Mallet encounter an Arikara who agrees to guide them to Santa

Fe, the first contact between France and Spain in the Rocky
Mountain region

An unsuccessful attempt is made by the Spanish to establish a
permanent settlement on the Arkansas River

French explorer and fur trader Varennes de la Veredrye may
have come as far west as the foothills of Colorado

Mexico's Governor Rabal testifies that the Apache have been
driven from their homeland by the Comanches

Some 300 Comanche warriors attack Governor Cacupin of

New Mexico and pursue them into what will become Colorado
catching them on the Arkansas River (Napestle) where they are

killed

A map published in Paris shows a gold mine on the Arkansas
River of what would become Colorado, and tells of a "rivulet
whose waters rolled down gold dust”

French and Indian War begins as a contest for empire in
America

Preliminary peace initiatives signed in the French and Indian
War that result in all the area of future Colorado becoming
uncontested Spanish soil

France cedes to Spain all of Louisiana west of the Mississippi
River, including Colorado

Fearing the loss of its American territories in the Seven Years
War, the Kingdom of France transfers its colony of La
Louisiane to the Kingdom of Spain with the secret Treaty of
Fontainebleau

France claim all territory west of the Mississippi River
including present day Weld County

Spain claims all the territory west of the Mississippi River
including most of present-day Colorado

Juan Maria de Rivera leads prospecting parties into
southwestern Colorado going as far north as the Gunnison
River; some of these prospectors named the La Plata
mountains and other physical features in the area

Source
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A2
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 55

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 38

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 139

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 30

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 31

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A2

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A2

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 34



Date
1765

July 1765

1775

1775

1776

1776

1776

1776

1776

July 29, 1776

Event
Don Juan Maria de Rivera prospects in the mountains of what

would become southwestern Colorado he finds gold and names

the mountains the San Juans and calls the river La Plata
(Spanish for silver)

Governor Tomas Vélez Cachupin of Santa Fe de Nuevo
México dispatches an expedition led by Juan Maria Antonio
Rivera to explore the San Juan Mountains and the Colorado
Plateau

Spanish padres Escalante and Garcia began a pilgrimage
northward from what is now New Mexico into what would
become Colorado

Juan Maria de Rivera leads prospecting parties into
southwestern Colorado going as far north as the Gunnison
River. Some of these prospectors named the La Plata
mountains and other physical features in the area

Father Escalante is his diary tells of finding "open veins of
metal”

Padres Silvestre Velez de Escalante and Francisco Atanasio
Dominguez travel through what will become Colorado and
leave a written record of the birds, mammals and plants they
encounter

Dominguez-Escalante expedition reaches the area that is today

Dinosaur National Monument

Mapmaker Bernard de Miera y Pacheco call the Rockies the
"Backbone of America"

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: The
Dominguez-Escalante expedition enters what will become
Colorado; this expedition gave the names to many stream
which remain the same today - Navajo, Piedra, Los Pinos,

Mancos, Florida, & Dolores
The Spanish expedition led by Fray Francisco Atanasio

Dominguez sets out from Santa Fe; chronicled by Fray
Silvestre Velez de Escalante

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 139

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 88

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 34

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 139

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 6

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 519
Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by

Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A2
Municipal Facts, VVol. 8, N0.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 17

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 34



Date
July 29, 1776

August 1776

August 5, 1776
August 5, 1776

September 5, 1776

September 10, 1776

1778

August 15, 1779

August 15, 1779

Event Source

A Spanish-Franciscan expedition led by Franciscan priests Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Francisco Atanasio Dominguez and Silvestre Vélez de

Escalante sets out from La Villa Real de la Santa Fé de San

Francisco de Asis (Santa Fe) in search of an overland route to

the Presidio Redl de San Carlos de Monterey (Monterey); the

expedition follows the 1765 route of Juan Rivera northwest to

the Colorado Plateau; they fail to reach Las Californias, but

reach the lower Paria River in present-day Arizona before

returnina to Santa Fe
Dominguez-Escalante expedition travel along the Dolores Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 35

River near the sit of present-day Dolores and continue on to
the Gunnison River called San Javier by the Spanish and
Tomichi by the Utes

Dominguez-Escalante expedition crosses into what will Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 35
become Pagosa Junction in Colorado

Father Francisco Escalante leads an exploration party into Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
south central and southwestern present-day Colorado Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1

Dominguez-Escalante expedition crosses the Grand Mesa and  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 35
descend to a river they can San Rafael and the Utes refer to as

the Colorado
The Dominguez-Escalante expedition travel along the Douglas Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 37

Creek until this date when they turn northwest and cross into

Utah and the Green River near Jenson, Utah

Bernardo de Miera y Pacheco, cartographer for the Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Dominguez—Escalante Expedition, publishes his map of the

expedition across the Colorado Plateau; his map becomes the

foundation of a future trade route later known as the Old

Spanish Trail
Anza sets out from Santa Fe to make war on the Comanche Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 38

with a force of some 600 men heading north into Colorado

Governor of the province of New Mexico Juan Baptiste de Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,
Anza departs from Santa Fe in pursuit of a band of Comanches 2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 9

in what will become Colorado



Date
August 20, 1779

August 28, 1779

September 2, 1779

September 3, 1779

September 7, 1779

1783

August 1787

1795
July 20, 1799
1800

1800

Event

Anza's 600 man force is joined by 200 Ute and Apache who
want to battle the Comanche; they move through the San Luis
Valley and cross the Rio Grande and over Poncha Pass; near
present-day Salida they ford the Arkansas River and kill 50

buffalo "in less than 10 minutes"
Anza and his men continue to pursue the Comanche and cross

the front range where they encounter them near present-day
Fountain along Fountain Creek where they capture 34 women
and children after killing 18 warriors

Anza and his men meet and defeat a band of Comanche; the
following day encounter their chief Cuerno Verde near Pueblo
on the Arkansas; the Comanche chief is killed along with his
eldest son

Governor of the province of New Mexico Juan Baptiste de
Anza defeats a body of Comanches lead by Cuerno Verde near
present day Colorado City; the river where the battle took
place was hamed for the slain leader of the Comanche which

translates to Greenhorn
Anza completes his swing through Colorado after crossing the

Culebra River in the San Luis Valley he arrives back in Taos
on this date

The Treaty of Paris ends the American Revolution with the
western boundary of the U.S. at the Mississippi River

Jupe Comanches form a settlement on the Arkansas River near
the mouth of the San Carlos or St. Charles River a little east of
the present-day Pueblo

Charles R. Davis (birthdate), biographic sketch

A French fur trader, Jean de la Maisonneuve, and a Swissman
called Preneloupe camp at present-day Denver

Southern Arapaho and Southern Cheyenne allied tribes occupy
the northeastern part of what becomes Colorado

Spain cedes the Louisiana Territory back to France including
present-day eastern Colorado

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 39

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 39

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 39

Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,
2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 9

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 40

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A2
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 42

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 404

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 4

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A3



Date

October 1, 1800
October 1, 1800
August 15, 1801

1802

1802

1802

July 18, 1802
1803
1803

1803

1803

April 30, 1803
April 30, 1803

April 30, 1803
May 3, 1803

Event

Under pressure from Napoléon Bonaparte, the Kingdom of
Spain transfers the colony of Luisiana back to the French
Republic with the secret Third Treaty of San Illdefonso
The territory France ceded to Spain in 1762 is returned to
France by the Treaty of San lldefonso

John Harwood (birthdate), biographic sketch

James Pursley makes the first discovery of gold in the area that
becomes Colorado; Pursley made his way from Bairdstown,
Kentucky and met Pike in Santa Fe in 1806

James Purcell arrives in what will become Colorado to do
trapping and trading; his adventure lasts about three years and
includes time on the plains and the mountains

Era of the fur trappers and traders begins with beaver as the
primary target; led by James Purcell who set out from St. Louis

George M. McCullough (birthdate), biographic sketch

Part of what will become Colorado are included in the
Louisiana Purchase

Louisiana Purchase gives U.S. claim to part of what becomes
Colorado

The first American to set foot on what would become Colorado
is James Purcell, a Kentucky trader; he found gold near the
South Platte River headwaters

The U.S. purchases lands claimed by France between the
Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains (about
530,000,000 acres) for $15,000,000

The U.S. and the French Republic sign the Louisiana Purchase
Treaty

The U.S. purchases from France for $15 million the Territory
of Louisiana including part of Colorado

Louisiana Territory is sold by France to the U.S.

Part of Colorado is obtained from France in a treaty signed on
this date and ratified October 20, by the U.S. Congress, the
Louisiana Purchase

Source
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 461

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 97

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 65

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A4

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 517

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 4

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A3

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 326



Date Event Source
December 20, 1803 France turns its colony of La Louisiane over to the U.S.; U.S.  Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
and Spain disagree over the western boundary; the U.S.
maintains Louisiana includes the Mississippi River and its
entire western watershed; Spain maintains that Louisiana
includes the Mississippi River and just the land a short distance
west of the river; disputed area includes all land in the present-
day Colorado east of the Continental Divide and the Sangre de

Cristo Divide
1804 James Pursley becomes the first white man to venture into what "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development"” by Eugene

would become Colorado when he spends time on the plains Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1
and in the mountains

1804 Baptiste La Lande enters Colorado to do some trapping before Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 63
continuing on to Santa Fe where he married and lived the rest
of his life

March 26, 1804 The portion of the Louisana purchase north of the state of Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

Louisiana is organized as the "District of Louisiana" under the
jurisdiction of Indiana Territory
November 23, 1804 Franklin Pierce is born in Hillsboro, New Hampshire; he isa My Search for Augusta Pierce Tabor Leadville's First Lady, 1993,
cousin of Augusta Pierce Tabor; he takes office as president on Evelyn E. Livingston Furman, p. 41
March 4, 1853 for his one term in office

1805 James Purcell is reported by Captain Pike to have found gold  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 140
on the La Platte in a journal published in 1810

March 3, 1805 The "District of Louisana" is organized as the "Territory of Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
Louisiana

June 1805 James Pursley arrives in Santa Fe after traveling along the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 131
headwaters of the Arkansas and Plate [sic Platte]

1806 P.W. Gildea (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 446
1806 Among the members of Lt. Zebulon Pike's expedition is Dr. Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 387

John Hamilton Robinson who becomes the first doctor to enter
what will become Colorado

1806 Zebulon Pike and his expedition camp at the site of present-  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 389
day Canon City in Fremont County

1806 Zebulon Pike crosses what will become Custer County Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 107

1806 Capt. Pike becomes the first U.S. officer to lead an expedition "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene

to Colorado Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1



Date Event Source

1806 Zebulon Pike builds a fort at Canyon City where the American 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
flag is first raised over Colorado edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
1806-1807 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Zebulon Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, N0.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 17

Pike leads the first expedition into what will eventually
become Colorado after the Louisiana Purchase is completed

circa 1806 Colonel Albert G. Boone (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 350
November 27, 1806 Zebulon Pike abandons his attempt to climb the great summit  Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
of the Mexican Mountains (Rocky Mountains) now known as

Pikes Peak
June 1, 1806 Zebulon Pike explores Colorado The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 60
June 24, 1806 Lt. Zebulon Montgomery Pike ordered to lead an expedition ~ Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 133
into Colorado from St. Louis
July 11, 1806 Zebulon Pike's expedition leaves St. Louis to explore parts of  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 134
the Louisiana Purchase including Colorado
July 11, 1806 Zebulon M. Pike's expedition sets out from Bellefontaine, Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 91

Missouri with two lieutenants, one surgeon, one sergeant, two
corporals, sixteen privates, and an interpreter

July 15, 1806 Lt. Zebulon Pike and a party of 22 depart Belle Fountain, a Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 50
post just north of St. Louis, on a journey that will bring them
into Colorado

July 15, 1806 Lt. Zebulon Pike leaves St. Louis with his exploring party Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1
July 15, 1806 Zebulon Pike departs with his expedition about two months Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,

before the Lewis and Clark party returns from their two plus 2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 11
year exploration of the Northwest

Oct 27, 1806 Zebulon Pike's expedition arrives at a point on the Arkansas  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 135
River near Pawnee fork
1806-1807 Other than the Indian settlements the first habitation within the Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 162

limits of present-day Colorado was Pikes Stockade erected on
the Arkansas River near present day Cafion in the San Luis
Valley



Date Event Source

November 15, 1806 A U.S. Army reconnaissance expedition led by Captain Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Zebulon Pike first sights the great summit of the Mexican
Mountains that will later bear his name

November 12, 1806 Lt. Zebulon Pike and his expedition enter what will become Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 51
Colorado following the Arkansas River

November 15, 1806 Zebulon Pike notes a "small blue cloud" on the distant horizon, Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 135
that after traveling a half hour revealed itself to be a mountain;
they cheer for the "Mexican mountains"” which he called Grand
Peak, but now bears Pike's name

November 15, 1806 Lt. Zebulon Pike first sites the mountain peak that will bear his Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 51
name in what will become Colorado

November 17, 1806 Lt. Zebulon Pike camps near what will become Rocky Ford,  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 51
Colorado

November 22, 1806 A war party of some 60 Pawnees confront the Pike Expedition Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 51
near present-day Rocky Ford

November 23, 1806 Zebulon Pike's expedition arrives on the Arkansas River where Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 135
the St. Charles or San Carlos tributary joins it.

November 23, 1806 Zebulon Pike's expedition arrives at the fork on the Arkansas  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 91
River now known as St. Charles or San Carlos

November 23, 1806 Lt. Zebulon Pike and exploring party reach the site of present- Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
day Pueblo Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1

November 24, 1806 Zebulon Pike's expedition erects a log fortification where he  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 135
leaves part of his group and supplies while the rest proceed
toward the Grande Peak expecting to reach it that day

November 24, 1806 Zebulon Pike and three men from his expedition leave their Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 53
Fountain Creek camp to climb what will become known as
Pikes Peak; deceived by the distance they stop after three days
and Pike declares his belief that *'no human being could have

ascended its pinnacle”
November 24, 1806 Pike's expedition puts up a breastwork of logs at the fork of the Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 91

Arkansas River now known as St. Charles or San Carlos and
leave a detachment to defend it; the remainder of the group
advance to the "Grand Fork" and encamp at the site of present-
dav Pueblo



Date
November 25, 1806

November 26, 1806

November 26, 1807

November 27, 1806

November 28, 1806

November 30, 1806

December 3, 1806

December 5, 1806
December 13, 1806

December 18, 1806

Event Source

Zebulon Pike's expedition camps at the base of Cheyenne Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 135
Mountain, thinking it the base of the Grand Peak they had

spotted ten days earlier

Zebulon Pike's expedition reaches the summit of Cheyenne Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 135
Mountain, and discover it is not Grand Peak

Zebulon Pike writes from the top of Cheyenne Mountain that  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 137
the Grand Peak is "entirely bare of vegetation" and is 15-16

miles away and twice the height they had ascended concluding

"l believe, no human being could have ascended to its

pinnacle"

Some of Pike's expedition begin to ascend Cheyenne (Shian)  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 92

Mountain in front of the "High Peak" and after a difficult time
they camp in a cave without blankets, food or water

The Pike explorers of Cheyenne Mountain continue their climb Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 92
and reach the summit where they find waist deep snow and a

temperature four degrees below zero; believing this would

afford them a route to the "High Peak™ [now Pikes Peak] they

are surprised to see how far they are from it and how it still

towers above them and declare "no human being could have

ascended to its pinnacle”

Zebulon Pike's expedition breaks camp and head up the Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 53
Arkansas River in a heavy snow

Zebulon Pike and Dr. John H. Robinson calculate the height of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 137 and Denver Post July
the Grande Peak at 10,581 feet above the local prairie [Pike's 7, 2002 story by Steve Lipsher "No tall tale: State higher than
Peak was measured at 14,110 and later 14,115 above sea level] thought"

(U.S. Geological Survey maps in 2002 listed the new height)

Zebulon Pike's expedition reaches the mouth of the Royal Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 53
Gorge

Pike expedition crosses the south fork of the South Platte - Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 137

though never identifying it as such

Pike expedition reaches what Pike believes to be the Red Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 137

River, but is now known to be the Yellowstone



Date
December 25, 1806

1807

1807
1807

January 1807

January 5, 1807

January 9, 1807

January 14, 1807

January 31, 1807

February 1807

February 1807

Event Source

The Zebulon Pike expedition, in camp near present-day Salida, Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 54
celebrate Christmas with a feast of buffalo meat

Zebulon Pike's report of his expedition lists the name of all in
the party including those detained in New Spain

Scout and trapper Jim Bridger is born in Washington D.C. Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 158

Pike's Stockade is built as a crude fort for Zebulon Pike and his Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 424

men during their explorations in what would become

Colorado; it is here - on Spanish soil - that the U.S. flag is first

flown in Colorado

Zebulon Pikes expedition find what they believe to be the Red Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 54
River, it is actually the Rio Grande; they build a stockade 36

feet square and 12 feet high, on a western branch, the Conejos,

where the U.S. flag is first flown over what will become

Colorado soil
Zebulon Pike's expedition returns to their camping place near

present-day Canon City

Zebulon Pike reunites with part of his expedition and erects a
post on the north bank of the Arkansas near Grape Creek near
present-day Canon City

Leaving two men at their Canon City camping site Zebulon
Pike and the rest of his expedition set out on foot to cross the
mountains in search of the source of the Red River

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 134

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 54

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 138

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 54

Zebulon Pike party builds another "fort" near the junction of
the Conejos River and the Rio Grande in the San Luis Valley;
he flew an American flag over the structure, now called

"Pike's Stockade"
Zebulon Pike is held in Santa Fe for some time until he is taken Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 55

across Texas and released at the border of Louisiana

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 138-139

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Pike's
Fort built on left bank of Conejos River 36 feet square & 12
feet high with a ditch around it 4 feet wide

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18



Date
February 26, 1807

February 26, 1807

February 26, 1807

1808
July 23, 1808

May 23, 1809
May 23, 1809

October 9, 1809

December 24, 1809
1810

circa 1810
February 9, 1810

August 1, 1810

1811

Event

One hundred Spanish troops arrive at Pike's Stockade in the
San Luis Valley and invite him to accompany them to Santa
Fe; when informed that the river is the Rio Grande Pike orders

the U.S. flag to be taken down
Spanish cavalrymen arrest a U.S. Army reconnaissance

expedition led by Captain Zebulon Pike in the San Luis Valley;
the reconnaissance party is taken to Chihuahua, and then

expelled from Mexico
Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20:

Lieutenant Pike is visited in his stockade on the Conejos River
by 100 Spanish soldiers who induce him to accompany them to

Santa Fe
Jasper P. Sears, Sr. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Caleb S. Burdsal, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Wells Bent born
William Wells Bent born in St. Louis, Missouri

William Larimer born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania
about 20 miles east of Pittsburgh

Kit Carson is born in Madison County, Kentucky

Zebulon Pike's account of his 1806-1807 expedition is
published

Lucius P. Marsh (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Clark (birthdate), biographic sketch

Mexican priest Miguel Gregorio Antonio Ignacio Hidalgo-
Costilla y Gallaga Mandarte Villasefior (Hidalgo) proclaims
the independence of Mexico from the Napoleonic Kingdom of

Spain in the village of Dolores
Ezekiel Williams of Missouri and a party of 19 others begin

trapping on the upper Arkansas and in the mountains of what
will become Colorado

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 55

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 588

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 323

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 150

Dr. George Bird Grinnell, Bents Old Fort and Its Builders, p. 1,
by Kansas State Historical Society, vol. 15, No. 3, 1923
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 212, quoting William
H.H. Larimer

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 156

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 55

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 529

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 385

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 68



Date
September 27, 1811

circa 1812
June 4, 1812
June 11, 1812
March 27, 1813

Spring 1813

June 26, 1813
September 13, 1813
October 4, 1813
1814

1814

March 3, 1814
March 9, 1814
March 9, 1814
July 12, 1814

October 26, 1814

Event
Salmon W. Treat, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

John S. Stanger (birthdate), biographic sketch

The name of the "Territory of Louisiana" is changed to the
"Territory of Missouri"

Rev. Joseph Protectus Machebeuf (birthdate), biographic
sketch

William B.O. Skelton (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ezekiel Williams of Missouri returns to Missouri after
escaping from Arapahoe Indians in what will become Colorado

Captain Richard Sopris (birthdate), biographic sketch
George W.Andrews (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Gilpin, first Colorado Territorial governor, born on
the Brandywine battlefield in southeastern Pennsylvania
M.D. Luther Judson Ingersoll (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ezekiel Williams of Missouri returns from Missouri joining a
party led by Joseph Philibert and goes to the place he had
cached his furs the year before in what will become Colorado

and transports them back to the states

John Evans is born in Waynesville, Ohio to a devout Quaker
family

John Evans, territorial Governor of Colorado, is born on a farm
near Waynesville, Ohio

John Evans (birthdate), biographic sketch

Nathan Cook Meeker is born at Euclid, Ohio; will found the
Union Colony and name it Greeley in Weld County

Lydia Maria Ring, an early Denver schoolteacher, is born at
Greensboro, Vermont

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 618

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 597

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 523

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 591

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 68

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 572

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 311

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 490

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 479
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 68

Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,
2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 116
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 587

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 412

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A4

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 734



Date
1815

circa 1815

circa 1815

July 23, 1815
September 24, 1815
October 31, 1815
1816

May 1816

May 16, 1816

May 28, 1816
September 14, 1816
December 7, 1816
March 23, 1817
April 19, 1817

Summer 1817

August 1817

Event

A.P. Chouteau and Julius DeMunn bring a large trapping party
into what will become southern Colorado; they remain for two
years and acquire furs by trapping and trading with Indians

Alex Shaw, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Rev. M.F. Sorensen (birthdate), biographic sketch

C.L. Craig (birthdate), biographic sketch

John W. Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch

Daniel Hurd (birthdate), biographic sketch

Sumner Stowe (birthdate), biographic sketch

Richens L. Wooton "Uncle Dick™ is born in Mecklenburg
County, Virginia

"Uncle" Dick Wootten is born a Boydton, Mecklinsburg
County, Virginia

Thomas P. Shrock (birthdate), biographic sketch

Richard G. Buckingham, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
Isaac Brinker (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ezra A. Newton (birthdate), biographic sketch

C. Gove (birthdate), biographic sketch

A.P. Chouteau and Julius DeMunn along with their men are
forced to go to Santa Fe by Spanish troops where their furs and
supplies are confiscated and each man is left with only a horse

each
Pierre Choteau and Jules Demun travel from St. Louis to

headwaters of South Platte River with 20 men

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 68-69

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 606

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 583

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 375

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 589

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 465

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 582

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 157

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 233

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 598

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 327

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 325

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 536

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 449

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 69

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 132



Date
October 23, 1817
1818

May 21, 1818

October 1818

1819

1819

1819

1819

February 22, 1819

Spring 1819

May 30, 1819

May 30, 1819

Event

James W. Denver was born in Winchester, Frederick County,
Virginia

Madeiro Gonzales Lupton establishes one of the earliest
trading posts on the South Platte River for the American Fur
Company

A.A. Morrison, D.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Major John A. Lennon (birthdate), biographic sketch+C336

The southern boundary of Louisiana Territory is fixed by the
Arkansas River to its source and then north to the 42nd parallel
which gave the U.S. title to the northeastern third of present-

day Colorado
The Arkansas River is established as the boundary between

New Spain and the U.S.; after the 1821 Mexican revolution it
is the U.S.-Mexico border

The Adams-De Onis Treaty establishes the border between the
U.S and Spain; the U.S. claim to Texas and a strip of land in
Colorado was given up

Colorado becomes part of Missouri Territory and is called
Unorganized Territory

The United States and the restored Kingdom of Spain sign the
Adams—Onis Treaty; the U.S. relinquinshes its claim to land
west of the 100th meridian west and south and west of the
Arkansas River and south of the 42nd parallel; Spain
relinquishes Florida and all claims to land north of the 42nd

parallel in North America
Spanish Governor Facundo Melgares orders the construction

of a military fort near Sangre de Cristo Pass to block a possible
invasion of Santa Fe de Nuevo México from the United States

Major Stephen H. Long's expedition leaves Pittsburgh for St.
Louis and then on to the west the following spring into what
will become Colorado

Major Stephen H. Long leaves Pittsburgh to explore what will
become Colorado

Source
Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 530

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 499

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 99

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 278

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A4
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 141

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1



Date
June 30, 1819

September 5, 1819
1820
1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

1820

circa 1820
circa 1820
February 8, 1820

June 6, 1820

Event

The Stephen Long expedition sights the peak they refer to as
"Grand Peak" - later named Long's Peak

W.H.J. Nichols (birthdate), biographic sketch

First white men to traverse the area that would become Denver
are members of the Long expedition
John Baker (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas Say, a trained naturalist, enters Colorado with the
Stephen Long expedition travelling up the South Platte River
and then going south to follow the Arkansas River; he saw

eight new species of birds on this trip
S. Seymour becomes the first white artist to make sketches of

Colorado as part of the expedition led by Major Stephen Long

The first American citizens to traverse the future sit of Denver
are Dr. Edwin James and other members of Stephen Long's
expedition

Major Stephen H. Long and party explore the South Platte
River valley to the Rocky Mountains; his report will call the
plains in western Kansas and Nebraska and eastern Colorado
"The Great American Desert"

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Major
Stephen H. Long explores the South Platte River and central
Colorado accompanied by 20 others; maps made following his
exploration call the eastern plains of Colorado part of the
"Great American Desert"

John D. Best (birthdate), biographic sketch

James H. Jones (birthdate), biographic sketch

Fred Comstock (birthdate), biographic sketch

Major Stephen H. Long and his expedition set out from their

camp on the Missouri headed west to explore the Louisiana
Territory

Source

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 1

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 537

Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 357
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 7

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 419

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A5

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 17

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 319

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 482

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 380

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 56



Date
June 14, 1820

June 17, 1820

June 26, 1820

June 27, 1820

June 27, 1820

June 28, 1820

June 29, 1820

June 30, 1820

June 30, 1820

June 30, 1820

June 30, 1820

July 1820

July 1820

Event

R.W. Steel first "governor" of the territory that would become
Colorado is born in Chillicothe, Ohio

J.C. Kuner (birthdate), biographic sketch

Major Stephen H. Long's expedition enters Colorado and
camps near present-day Julesburg

Stephen Long and his expedition camp along the South Platte
River near the present-day site of Crook in what is now Logan
County in northeastern Colorado

Major Stephen H. Long and his expedition enter Colorado near
Julesburg

Stephen Long's expedition makes camp a couple of miles
upstream of present-day Sterling

Stephen Long's expedition camps about midday near the
present-day town of Messex in Washington County, Colorado
along the South Platte River

Major Stephen H. Long's expedition first sees what is now
called Long's Peak

Stephen Long's expedition gains a faint view of the Rocky
Mountains on this morning; before camping for the night, just
west of present-day Fort Morgan, Morgan County, Colorado,
they view what they believe to be Pikes Peak, but which was

probably Lona's Peak
Major Stephen H. Long and his expedition first site the Rocky

Mountains, specifically the mountain now called Longs Peak

Major Stephen S. Long and his expedition first site what is
now known as Pikes Peak from the Platte Valley

Several members of the Stephen H. Long expedition, lead by
Dr. James, attempt to climb Pikes Peak, calling it Grand Peak
as Pike had done, they do not succeed

First specimens of purple columbine gathered by scientists on
the Long expedition in the mountains

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 322

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 490

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 16

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 17

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 57

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 19

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 19

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 141

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 19-20

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 58

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 101

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 142

Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 15



Date
July 1820

July 1, 1820

July 3, 1820

July 3, 1820

July 3, 1820

July 4, 1820

July 4, 1820

July 5, 1820
July 5, 1820

July 5, 1820

July 5, 1820
July 5, 1820

Event

Soldiers of the Long expedition gather first specimens of the
purple columbine along the Continental Divide

The expedition lead by Stephen Long camps this day near
present-day Kuner, Weld County, Colorado and remains for
two days; Samuel Seymour's drawing he called "Distant View
of the Rocky Mountains" may have been drawn at this location

The Stephen H. Long expedition camps on the South Platte
River opposite the mouth of the Cache La Poudre

Stephen Long's expedition passes just south of Evans in Weld
County where they continue south following the South Platte
River where they camp just south of the site of present-day
Platteville after passing the location where St. Vrain Creek

ioins the Platte
Major Long and his group pass the mouths of three large

creeks, probably Cache la Poudre

The Stephen Long expedition reaches a spot south of the
present-day site of Brighton near the north end of Henderson
Island; they make camp and in celebration of Independence
Day Major Long orders corn and 4 ounces of whiskey issued

to each man
Camped on the banks of the South Platte River just south of

the location of Brighton Samuel Seymour probably sketched
"View of the Rocky Mountains on the Platte 50 Miles from
their Base"

Major Stephen H. Long explores boundaries of Louisiana
Purchase and probably camps at site of Denver

The Stephen H. Long expedition camps on the South Platte
River at what will become Fort Lupton

The Stephen Long expedition camps near the place where
Clear Creek joins the South Platte between Brighton and
Denver; from here they estimate the distance to the mountains
at five miles an error by a factor of about four.

Major Long and his group camp near Fort Lupton's site
Major Stephen Long of the U.S. Army camps near the present
site of Denver's Union Station

Source

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 20-21

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 141

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 21-22

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 101

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 23

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 24
The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 61

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 141

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen

H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 24

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 101
1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7



Date
July 6, 1820

July 6, 1820

July 6, 1820

July 6, 1820

July 6, 1820

July 7, 1820

July 8, 1820

July 9, 1820

July 10, 1820

July 11, 1820

July 12, 1820

Event Source

The Stephen H. Long expedition breaks camp at what will Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 142

become Fort Lupton and follows the South Platte River south

through what will become Denver

The Stephen H. Long expedition camps near the site of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 142

Manitou after following Plum and Monument Creek

Stephen Long's expedition passes through what will become  George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen

the center of Denver, Colorado H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 26
The Stephen Long expedition camps south of present-day George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
Denver near where the South Platte comes out of the H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 27-29

mountains; from this campsite the party explores the hogbacks
and Roxborouah Park area for two days

Major Long and his group pass through todays Denver Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 102
Part of the Stephen Long expedition explores the South Platte  George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
into the mountains as far as where the North Fork joins the H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 29 and
main river 34-35

The Stephen Long expedition breaks camp leaving the South  George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
Platte River and traveling down the front range southeasterly to H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 29 and
a point south of present-day Sadalia and following West Plum 35-36

Creek near the base of Dawson Butte in what is now Douglas

County
The Stephen Long expedition remained in camp because this ~ George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen

was a Sunday and Major Long and one of his men climbed to  H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 29 and
the top of Dawson Butte from where they were able to see 36-37

Pikes Peak
The Stephen Long expedition breaks camp and continues along George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen

the front range south and east past Elephant Rock several miles H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 29, 41,
south where they camp near the present-day site of the U.S. Air 47 and 52

Force Academy
The Stephen Long expedition camps about three or four miles George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen

southwest of present-day Fort Carson in El Paso County H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 56

The Stephen Long expedition remains in the area near the base George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
of Pikes Peak and suffers through a downpour that pollutes H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 57
Fountain Creek with buffalo dung



Date Event Source

July 13, 1820 Dr. Edwin James and two other members of the Stephen Long George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
expedition, Verplank and Wilson, begin to climb Pikes Peak  H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 58-59
anticipating that they would be gone for three days the rest of
the members of the expedition remained camped along
Fountain Creek; James and company camped on Ruxton Creek

July 13, 1820 Dr. James and two companions from the Long Expedition Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 59
attempt to climb what will become known as Pikes Peak

July 14, 1820 The route up Pikes Peak that James, Verplank and Wilson took George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
was nearly identical to the route of the present-day cog H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 59
railroad; they complete their ascent about 4 p.m.

July 14, 1820 Dr. Edwin James and his two companions from the Long Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 59
Expedition reach the summit of what will become known as
Pikes Peak

July 14, 1820 Edwin James reaches the summit of Pikes Peak; the first white Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 17
man to ascend any 14,000 foot peak in the U.S.

July 14, 1820 First ascent of Pikes Peak by Dr. Edwin James and two Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13
companions

July 14, 1820 Dr. Edwin James and two companions from the Long "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene
Expedition become the first white men to scale the summit of  Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p.1
Pikes Peak

July 15, 1820 Dr. James, Verplank and Wilson complete their descent of George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen

Pikes Peak after stopping when darkness overcame them the  H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 60
night before; they discovered their camp of two days earlier by

following the smoke & discovering that their blankets, clothes

and most of their provisions had been burned up by their

unattended camofire

July 16, 1820 The reunited Stephen Long expedition departs from their camp George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
near the base of Pikes Peak and head south toward the H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 61-62
Arkansas River where they camp about five miles from the
river

July 17, 1820 Several members of the Stephen Long expedition head George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
upstream on the Arkansas River to explore it near Beaver H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 62-63,66

Creek and Eightmile Creek; they camp for the night near
present-day Cafion City



Date
July 18, 1820

July 19, 1820

July 19, 1820

July 19, 1820

July 20, 1820

July 21, 1820

July 24, 1820

July 25, 1820

Event

A group of the Stephen Long expedition explore the entrance
to the Royal Gorge and then start eastward to the main camp
near Turkey Creek where they spend the night with the rest of

the explorers

Stephen H. Long's expedition departs the mountain and heads
east on their journey home following the Arkansas River and
then south to the Red River and on east

The Stephen Long expedition continued their easterly travels
along the North side of the Arkansas River crossing Dry Creek
and Fountain Creek, which they called Castle Rock Creek; the
group camped for the night near the present-day site of Devine
in Pueblo Countv

After exploring the area between present day Denver and

Pueblo Major Stephen Long and his expedition turn east and
begin to follow the Arkansas River

After breaking camp the Stephen Long party continues down
the Arkansas River past the junction with the Huerfano and
camp after covering some 26 miles near the site of present-day
Olney Springs, Crowley County

Soon after breaking camp the Stephen Long expedition
encounters the first Indians they have seen since leaving a
Pawnee Village on the Loup River in Nebraska; this occurs
near the original site of Rocky Ford in Otero County; they
camp for three days north of the present-day site of Rocky
Ford where they divide into two exploratory groups; one
follows the Arkansas, the other heads south into Spanish

Territorv
Major Stephen Long leads a group of ten south from the

Arkansas River to where they camp near the head of the North
Fork of Jack Canyon in an area now known as Packers Gap in
Otero County

The now smaller Stephen Long expedition continues south and
crosses the Purgatoire River before travelling on and making
camp several miles above the mouth of Chacuaco Creek in Las
Animas County

Source
George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 66-67

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 142

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 67-68

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 102

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 68

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 68-69

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 69

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 69-70



Date
July 26, 1820

July 27, 1820

July 27, 1820

August 13, 1820
September 4, 1820
November 12, 1820
December 29, 1820
1821

1821

1821

January 2, 1821

February 22, 1821

March 11, 1821

Event

The Stephen Long expedition camps this night in Chacuaco
Canyon in Las Animas County some 13 miles east-northeast of
the junction of U.S 160 and Colorado 389 after spending much
of the day in Bachicha Canyon

The Stephen Long expedition makes its final camping place in
Colorado eight miles northeast of Branson, Las Animas

County

Major Stephen H. Long and his expedition reach the southern
border of what will become Colorado and enter what will

become New Mexico

Samuel Brantner (birthdate), biographic sketch
Alfred H. Miles (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry C. Brown, entrepreneur and builder, is born near St.
Clairsville, Belmont County, Ohio
George Wilder (birthdate), biographic sketch

Mexico wins its independence from Spain and inherits the
Arkansas River Boundary

The part of Colorado belonging to Spain becomes Mexican
Territory after the Mexican revolution

Missouri is admitted as a state leaving the remaining territory
unorganized until 1834 when Congress enacts the creation of
Indian territory for all land west of the Mississippi River
except Louisiana, Mississippi & Arkansas; the land is attached
to Missouri for administrative purposes and criminal law

enforcement

Joseph B. Cofield (birthdate), biographic sketch

The Adams—Onis Treaty of 1819 takes effect; the U.S.
relinquishes land in present-day Colorado south and west of

the Arkansas River

C.J. Goss (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 71

George Goodman and Cheryl Lawson, Retracing Major Stephen
H. Long's 1820 Expedition: The Itinerary and Botany p. 76

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 60

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 346

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 527

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 956

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 642
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 99

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 382
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 440



Date
May 29, 1821

August 24, 1821

Fall 1821

September 1, 1821

October 5, 1821

November 1821

1822

1822

1822

1822

January 1822
January 3, 1822

January 27, 1822

Event

William F. McClelland, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ferdinand VII of Spain signs the Treaty of Cérdoba to
recognize Mexico's independence; proclaimed in 1810 by
Mexican priest Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla

Hugh Glenn and Jacob Fowler lead a group of 20 men on a
trapping expedition into what will become Colorado traveling
up the Arkansas River

William Bucknell and a party of frontier traders leave New
Franklin, Missouri bound for Santa Fe by way of the upper
Arkansas and Purgatoire rivers; the Bucknell route will
become the Santa Fe Trail

John Q. Charles (birthdate), biographic sketch

The Glenn-Fowler trapping party arrive at an Indian camp of
900 lodges east of present-day Pueblo, Colorado

William H. Ashley and Andrew Henry launch what will
become known as the Rocky Mountain Fur Company; in 1824-
25, they enter what will become northern Colorado on a route
later known as the Overland Trail

Caravan travel to Santa Fe on what became known as the Santa

Fe Trail begins

The Sante Fe trade route opens between Independence,
Missouri cutting across the far southeast corner of what

becomes Colorado

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: the first

wagons travel down what becomes known as the Santa Fe Trail
following Mexican independence

Jacob Fowler and his men build a three-room house on the site
of present-day Pueblo, Colorado

Major Jacob Fowler and others trappers build the first house in
what will become Colorado near Pueblo

Frederick J. Ebert (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 522

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 69

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 386
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 69

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 72

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 185

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A5

Municipal Facts, VVol. 8, N0.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 17

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 70

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 416



Date
January 28, 1822

February 1822

March 22, 1822
July 26, 1822
August 28, 1822
October 4, 1822
October 4, 1822
October 6, 1822
November 23, 1822
December 5, 1822
February 10, 1823
May 3, 1823
August 26, 1823
1824

1824

Event

Reports reach the Jacob Fowler camp that Hugh Glenn had
been welcomed to Santa Fe causing Fowler to prepare to
depart for Santa Fe following the Taos Trail

Jacob Fowler and four men leave Taos for a trapping tour of
the San Luis Valley going up the west side of the Rio Grande
as far as South Fork

Joseph H. Estabrook (birthdate), biographic sketch

John McBroom (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry D. Steele (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colorado Territorial governor William Gilpin is born on his
father's homestead at Brandywine, Pennsylvania

William Gilpin (birthdate), biographic sketch

Charles Eyser (birthdate), biographic sketch

Anselm H. Barker (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.0. Reynolds (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Moncrieff (birthdate), biographic sketch

Rev. Thompson L. Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch
Henry P.H. Bromwell (birthdate), biographic sketch

Rev. St. Clair Ross (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Becknell and William Huddart lead trapping parties
onto the western slope of what will become Colorado where

they join with trapper Antoine Robidoux who built Fort
Uncompahare

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 70

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 70

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 425

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 535

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 587

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 273

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 435

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 426

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 348

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 559

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 519

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 593

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 359

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 556

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 72



Date
1824

1824

March 12, 1824
April 24, 1824
June 20, 1824

July 10, 1824
August 22, 1824
October 24, 1824
November 14, 1824
November 25, 1824
December 4, 1824
1825

1825

circa 1825

April 1, 1825

April 3, 1825

Event

Source

William Bent becomes the first permanent white settler in what "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene
will become Colorado when he erects temporary quarters about Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

20 miles west of Pueblo's present site

Rocky Mountain Fur Company founded by General William
Ashley; he leads men up the South Platte River, the Cache la
Poudre and the Green River to trap beaver

Peter Magnus (birthdate), biographic sketch

William M. Clayton (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas Donelson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Lorenzo Dow (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.C. McBeth, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

David A. Chever (birthdate), biographic sketch

Dr. Aaron B. Robbins (birthdate), biographic sketch
Thomas E. Bliss, D.D., biographic sketch

Max Kuner, president of Kuner Pickles, is born in Lindau,
Bavaria

Samuel P. Barbee (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas George (birthdate), biographic sketch

O.E. Lehow (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry K. Steele, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

D.C. Oakes (birthdate), biographic sketch

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A5

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 526

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 383

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 401

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 409

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 529

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 364

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 563

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 354

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 878

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 337
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 446
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 507
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 605
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 538



Date Event Source

April 9, 1825 Lafayette Head, Colorado pioneer, colonizer, farmer, Colorado State Archives web site, Profiles of the Colorado
legislator, lieutenant governor and Indian Agent, is born at Lieutenant Governors, retrieved 1/28/2013
Head's Fort in Howard County, Missouri
April 15, 1825 Hiram J. Brendlinger (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 343
April 17, 1825 Jerome B. Chafee, Colorado businessman and politician, born  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 812
Niagara County, New York
April 17, 1825 Jerome B. Chaffee is born in Niagara County, New York Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 359
April 17, 1825 Jerome B. Chaffee (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 361
May 1825 William H. Ashley reaches the mouth of what he calls Mary's  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 73

River, now known as the Yampa and follows the stream into
Utah; they return to Henry's Fork on the Utah-Wyoming border
and hold the first of what would become a yearly renedezvous
for the next 16 vears

September 23, 1825 John W. Cline (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 381

September 24, 1825  Albert H. Estes (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 412

1826 Charles Bent with his brothers William, Robert and George Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 162

arrive on the Arkansas River and erect a stockade of long
stakes or pickets and form a crude trading post about midway
between present-day Pueblo and Canon City on the north side

of the river
1826 George Crosson (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 366
1826 Richard E. Powell (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 547
1826 John L. Routt (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 554
1826 Bent Brothers and Ceran St. Vrain build a primitive fort Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 150
between present-day Pueblo and Canon City on the north bank
of the Arkansas River in Colorado
1826 Kit Carson heads west with a caravan that passes near his Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 156

home
1826 Hunters & trappers arrive in what becomes Custer County Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 107



Date
1826

January 10, 1826
January 26, 1826
February 15, 1826

May 30, 1826

May 30, 1826

May 30, 1826
1826-1828
September 2, 1826
September 2, 1826
November 26, 1826

December 11, 1826

December 16, 1826
1827
1827

1827

Event

William Bent erects a trading post about 20 miles west of
Pueblo's present site

Louis F. Bartels (birthdate), biographic sketch

Elisha H. Toby (birthdate), biographic sketch
Philip Zang (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Austin Hamilton Loveland born in Chatham,
Massachusetts, future owner (1878) of Rocky Mountain News

William Austin Hamilton Loveland, head of the Colorado
Central Railroad and candidate for Colorado Governor, and for
whom the town of Loveland is named is born in Chatham,

Massachusetts
William H. Loveland (birthdate), biographic sketch

Bent's Forts are established along the Arkansas above and
below the confluence of the Fountaine-qui-Bouille

Hiram P. Bennet, first territorial representative to Congress
from Colorado, born Carthage, Maine

Hiram P. Bennett (birthdate), biographic sketch

John A. Clough (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Torrey presents a report on the plants growing in
Colorado to the New York Lyceum of Natural History on this
date; his report was not published until 1828

Andrew W. Brazee (birthdate), biographic sketch

M.M. DeLano (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas Dickson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Alvin McCune (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 329

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 619

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 651

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 341

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 600

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 493
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 446

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 496

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 336

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 365

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 17

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 335
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 399
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 401
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 521



Date
1827

1827

circa 1827

March 15, 1827
May 7, 1827

May 18, 1827
September 13, 1827
September 17, 1827
October 25, 1827
October 29, 1827
November 24, 1827
1828

1828

1828

1828

Event
Cyrus H. McLaughlin (birthdate), biographic sketch

Daniel Witter (birthdate), biographic sketch

J. Culver Davis, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.J.T. Ball (birthdate), biographic sketch

Lewis B. Ames (birthdate), biographic sketch

Benjamin F. Cheesman (birthdate), biographic sketch
Charles G. Chever (birthdate), biographic sketch

F.A. Keener (birthdate), biographic sketch

Jesse Durbin (birthdate), biographic sketch

M.C. Abbott (birthdate), biographic sketch

E.W. Cobb (birthdate), biographic sketch

Junius F. Brown (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edward E. Chever (birthdate), biographic sketch

Abner Huff (birthdate), biographic sketch

Fort built by the Bent Brothers and Ceran St. Vrain on the
north bank of the Arkansas River near Pueblo, Colorado is
abandoned and its owners move down the Arkansas River to a
point 12 miles from present-day Las Animas, Colorado;

initially called Fort William for William Bent; the adobe fort
took four vears to complete

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 522

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 643

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 407

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 335

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 307

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 366

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 364

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 490

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 411

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 305

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 393

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 317

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 389

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 462

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 150



Date Event Source

1828 The Bents move their "fort" from near Pueblo to a point twelve Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 163
miles northeast of the present site of Las Animas where they
construct a much more formidable structure of adobe
completed in 1832 and first called Fort William along the

Santa Fe Trail
1828 Construction begins on Bent's Fort near La Junta on the Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 392

Arkansas River 8 miles northeast of present-day La Junta on
Colorado 194; Charles and William Bent and their partner
Ceran St. Vrain import Mexican artisans to construct the adobe
trading fort; completed in 1834 and first called Fort William

1828 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: The Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18
Bent Brothers & Ceran St. Vrain begin constructing a trading
post on the upper Arkansas River first calling it Fort William
and completed in 1832; it was 180 by 135 feet with walls 4
feet thick and 15 feet high with bastions 30 feet high on two
corners; abandoned in 1852 and partially destroyed; now

marked with a aranite stone
1828-1832 The first fort in what will become Colorado is erected by the  "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene

Bent brothers and Ceran St. Vrain on the Arkansas River; Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1
Bent's Fort is located about half way between the present-day
towns of Las Animas and La Junta

January 12, 1828 The U.S. and Mexico sign the Treaty of Limits affirming the  Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
boundaries set by the Adams—Onis Treaty of 1819

February 8, 1828 Gilbert B. Reed (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 570

March 2, 1828 Oliver A. Whittemore (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 648

July 13, 1828 Thomas Linton (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 509

July 24, 1828 James Bates (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 326

August 16, 1828 Thomas Skerritt (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 599

August 25, 1828 Rev. John Franklin Spalding (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 581



Date
October 3, 1828

1829
1829
1829
1829
1829
1829
1829
1829

1829

February 11, 1829
April 26, 1829
May 10, 1829
May 11, 1829
May 12, 1829
June 13, 1829

August 13, 1829

Event
Otis Hardenbergh (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edward H. Collins (birthdate), biographic sketch

Daniel J. Fulton (birthdate), biographic sketch

Charles Hallack (birthdate), biographic sketch

David Hill (birthdate), biographic sketch

James S. Wolfe (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Wolpert (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joe Meek first traps beaver in the Rocky Mountains of what
will become Colorado

Bent's Fort (also called Fort William) is built on the Arkansas
River near the site of present-day Las Animas

Four Bent brothers, Charles, George, Robert and William
construct a large fort near present-day La Junta; it becomes one
of the most successful trading post of its day

Vincent D. Markham (birthdate), biographic sketch

George Tritch (birthdate), biographic sketch

General John Pierce (birthdate), biographic sketch

J. Jay Joslin (birthdate), biographic sketch

R.S. Little (birthdate), biographic sketch

Enos Miles (birthdate), biographic sketch

Libeus Barney (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 466

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 377

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 430

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 464

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 461

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 628

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 633

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 66

Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 2

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 530
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 612
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 544
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 481
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 504
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 516
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 340



Date
October 8, 1829

October 23, 1829
November 15, 1829

December 8, 1829
December 8, 1829

December 23, 1829
December 31, 1829
1830
1830

1830

1830

around 1830

circa 1830
circa 1830
circa 1830
circa 1830

circa 1830

Event
General William L. Campbell (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edmond L. Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch
Herman Beckurts (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Barth is born in Dietz, Nassau, Germany
William Barth (birthdate), biographic sketch

Samuel W. Brown (birthdate), biographic sketch
Fred Charpiot (birthdate), biographic sketch
C.E. Currier (birthdate), biographic sketch

Maurice, a French trader, establishes a trading post on Adobe
Creek in present-day Fremont County

Henry Fraeb and Jean Baptiste Gervais enter northwestern
Colorado to trap and gather furs in North Park and Middle
Park

The first non-Indian settlers move into Fremont County
consisting of a French trapper named Maurice and several
Mexicans who settle on Adobe Creek

Maurice LeDoux a French trapper is said to have built a
trading post near the site of present-day Florence on
Hardscrabble Creek

Simon Block (birthdate), biographic sketch

F. Adolph Brocker (birthdate), biographic sketch
Henry Crow (birthdate), biographic sketch
Peter Duhamel (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colonel Leonard H. Eicholtz (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 365

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 578

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 313

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 820

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 344

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 345

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 380

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 379

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 151

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 74

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 389

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 76

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 341
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 349
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 391
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 401
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 427



Date
circa 1830

circa 1830
circa 1830
circa 1830
April 12, 1830
April 22,1830

May 23, 1830
May 23, 1830

May 26, 1830
March 30, 1830
September 9, 1830
October 16, 1830
October 17, 1830
November 9, 1830
January 22, 1830

November 26, 1830

November 26, 1830

Event
A.M. Ghost (birthdate), biographic sketch

Caspar R. Hartman (birthdate), biographic sketch

J. Harrison Mills (birthdate), biographic sketch
Amos Steck (birthdate), biographic sketch

Major Jacob Downing (birthdate), biographic sketch
Isaac E. McBroom (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry M. Teller is born in Allegheny County, New York
Henry M. Teller (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas Macon (birthdate), biographic sketch

Richard E. Whitsitt (birthdate), biographic sketch

David W. Powers (birthdate), biographic sketch

Lewis C. Schroers (birthdate), biographic sketch
Leonard Alkire (birthdate), biographic sketch

Robert Parham (birthdate), biographic sketch

Major Scott J. Anthony (birthdate), biographic sketch
Horace Austin Warner Tabor, 19th century Colorado
businessman, politician and developer, is born in Orleans
County, Vermont

Horace Austin Warner Tabor, businessman, lieutenant
governor and postmaster, born in Holland, Vermont

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 449

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 469

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 511

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 587

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 398

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 535

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 359
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 608

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 534

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 631

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 546

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 587

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 306

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 551

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 312

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 904

Colorado State Archives web site, Profiles of the Colorado
Lieutenant Governors, retrieved 1/28/2013



Date
November 26, 1830
1831
1831
1831

1831

February 22, 1831

February 22, 1831

February 22, 1831
April 17,1831

May 2, 1831

May 17, 1831
August 12, 1831
September 14, 1831
October 2, 1831
October 11, 1831

December 15, 1831

Event
Horace Austin Warner Tabor is born in Orleans County,

Source
My Search for Augusta Pierce Tabor Leadville's First Lady, 1993,

(Holland) Vermont; son of Cornelius Dunham Tabor and Sarah Evelyn E. Livingston Furman, p. 29

Ferrin Tabor; his mother died when he was 15 or 16
Charles Donnelly (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Giel (birthdate), biographic sketch

Captains Gantt and Blackwell enter the fur trade following the
Platte River into the mountains to trap beaver

The Crow Indians defeat the Blackfeet in one of the largest
battles between tribes at a natural fort located in present day
northwestern Weld County

William Newton Byers, future founder and publisher of
Denver's Rocky Mountain News, is born in West Jefferson,
Madison County, Ohio

William N. Byers is born in Madison County, Ohio to Scottish
parents who had settled in western Pennsylvania before
moving to Ohio

William N. Byers (birthdate), biographic sketch

Adolph Schinner (birthdate), biographic sketch

S.B. Morrison (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.U. Marlow (birthdate), biographic sketch

Rev. Matthew Klaiber (birthdate), biographic sketch+C320
George Ford (birthdate), biographic sketch

Leonard A. Watkins (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Hittson (birthdate), biographic sketch

William R. Whitehead, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 408

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 448

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 74

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A5

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 653

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 136

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 339
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 594
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 520
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 520
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 488
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 433
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 648
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 456
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 630



Date Event Source

December 18, 1831 John W. lliff (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 475
1832 Louis Vasquez constructs a structure of cottonwood logs Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 169

opposite the mouth of Vasquez Fork (Clear Creek) four miles
below present-day Denver

1832 Judson A. Cleaveland (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 375

1832 Cyrus Eaton (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 420

1832 Nathaniel P. Hill (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 453

1832 Anton Schindelholz (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 580

1832 Henry Wormington (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 636

1832 Louis Vasquez, a French-Canadian, establishes a post opposite Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 151

the mouth of Clear Creek about six miles from the confluence
of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River, near the northern
limits of present-day Denver
1832 Peter A. Sarpey establishes a trading post on the South Platte  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 151
River about five miles downstram of the Vasquez Fork

1832 Lancaster Lupton may have constructed an establishment some Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 151
ten miles north of the Cherry Creek confluence with the South
Platte River; his actions are not well recorded, but his name is
attached to the town of Fort Lupton in present-day Weld

County
1832 Bent's Fort is established on the north bank of the Arkansas Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 75

River midway between La Junta and Las Animas by Charles
and William Bent and Ceran St. Vrain; the first large and
successful business in what becomes Colorado

1832 Louis Vasquez probably erected a small trading post on the Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 77
South Platte at the mouth of Vasquez Creek (Clear Creek of
today)



Date Event Source

1832 Fort Louis Vasquez is built five miles northeast of present-day 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
Denver edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

1832 Louis Vasquez erects a small trading post on the South Platte  Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
River at the mouth of present-day Clear Creek near present-day Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A5
Platteville

January 6, 1832 E.J. Giddings (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 450
February 18, 1832 Nathaniel P. Hill, U.S. Senator representing Colorado, is born Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 552
in Orange County, New York

Spring 1832 Kit Carson joins one of the trapping bands of Gantt in South ~ Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 74
Park in what becomes Colorado
April 23, 1832 Manuel Martinez and his eight sons and some associates Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 112

petition for a tract of land in the Chama River Valley in New
Mexico, with a small part of it in Colorado, the tract is granted
and becomes the Tierra Amarilla Grant

May 16, 1832 Joseph M. Brown (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 331

May 30, 1832 Erastus F. Hallack (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 464

June 30, 1832 Lewis C. Ellsworth (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 419

July 8, 1832 William Perry (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 546

September 1832 Henry Goodridge (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 448

September 24, 1832 Rev. W.G.M. Stone (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 605

October 9, 1832 Robert Kirkpatrick (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 492

October 13, 1832 Frank M. Cobb (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 394

October 24, 1832 William Witteborg (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 635

November 1, 1832 George N. Wheeler (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 647



Date
November 7, 1832

December 9, 1832
1833
1833
1833
1833
1833
1833

1833

1833

1833

1833

after 1832

August 8, 1833

January 2, 1833

Event
Julius Londoner (birthdate), biographic sketch

Frank Palmer (birthdate), biographic sketch

Lyman H. Cole (birthdate), biographic sketch

Jesse Jackson Dunagan (birthdate), biographic sketch
Samuel H. Elbert (birthdate), biographic sketch
Professor O.J. Goldrick (birthdate), biographic sketch
Wilbur F. Stone (birthdate), biographic sketch

L.B. Welch (birthdate), biographic sketch

Some citizens of New Mexico petition for a land grant on the
Conejos River in present-day Colorado; petition is granted, but
Navajo Indian wars prevented occupancy

Jimmy Hayes settles in what will become EI Paso County, the
first white inhabitant of the area, and establishes himself as a
trader

Conejos Land Grant is issued by the governor of New Mexico
to Seledon Valdez and other residents of Taos that covers
some 1,600 square miles including part of what will become

Colorado

George Bent and Ceran St. Vrain build Fort Bent on the
Arkansas River in what becomes southeastern Colorado; the
main supply station on the Santa Fe Trail

Fort Lancaster is constructed on the east side of the Platte
River six miles above the the rail station called Lupton on the
Burlington and Missouri Railway

L.B. France (birthdate), biographic sketch

John P. Lower (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 498

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 552

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 373

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 402

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 416

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 451

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 573

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 636

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 110

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 341

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 418

Weld County, Old & New - Volume 1, compiled and edited by
Carol Rein Shwayder, 1983, p. A6

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 169

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 430
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 508



Date
January 25, 1833

February 17, 1833
March 16, 1833
March 19, 1833

March 29, 1833

Spring 1833
April 14, 1833
May 12, 1833
May 25, 1833
May 28, 1833
June 1833

June 10, 1833
June 12, 1833
August 25, 1833
August 28, 1833
September 29, 1833

November 19, 1833

Event
Major James A. Lowrie (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Walker (birthdate), biographic sketch

William E. Wilson, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
William J. Evans (birthdate), biographic sketch

Louisa Augusta Pierce is born to William Babcock Pierce and
Lucy S. Pierce; she did not like her first name and was called
Augusta; named for the capital of her native state, Maine
Frontier trader William Bent establishes Bent's Fort on the
north bank of the Arkansas River on the Santa Fe Trail
Professor Joseph Brinker (birthdate), biographic sketch
Edward Kerstens (birthdate), biographic sketch

George W. Miller (birthdate), biographic sketch

Eli M. Ashley (birthdate), biographic sketch

Alida Cornelia Avery, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
John Sidney Brown (birthdate), biographic sketch

John G. Lilley (birthdate), biographic sketch

Frederick Jones Cramer (birthdate), biographic sketch

Jason T. Younker (birthdate), biographic sketch

William A. Gordon, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

John L. Dailey is born in Seneca County, Ohio

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 500

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 634

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 636

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 426

My Search for Augusta Pierce Tabor Leadville's First Lady, 1993,
Evelyn E. Livingston Furman, p. 2

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 320

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 493

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 511

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 311

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 306

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 314

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 505

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 373

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 650

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 440

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 137



Date
November 19, 1833

November 22, 1833
November 23, 1833
November 27, 1833
December 7, 1833
1834

1834

after 1832

circa 1834
January 4, 1834
January 16, 1834
February 14, 1834
February 26, 1834
March 10, 1834
March 18, 1834

April 8, 1834

Event
John L. Dailey (birthdate), biographic sketch

Andrew J. Williams (birthdate), biographic sketch

David Wolpert (birthdate), biographic sketch

John B. Vroom (birthdate), biographic sketch

Theodore W. Herr (birthdate), biographic sketch

A.L. Ish (birthdate), biographic sketch

The Rocky Mountain Fur Company dissolves after battling
John Jacob Astor's American Fur Company for domination; in
the years to follow overtrapping combined with a change in

fashion from beaver to silk hats brings an end to the fur trapper

era
Fort Lupton is constructed on the Burlington and Missouri

Railway north of Denver

S.A. Herrick (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.W. Nesmith (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colonel John M. Berkey (birthdate), biographic sketch
John G. Stanley (birthdate), biographic sketch

Francis G. King (birthdate), biographic sketch

Alfred Sayre (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Myers (birthdate), biographic sketch

Judson H. Dudley (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 395

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 627

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 632

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 623

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 474

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 479

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 74

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 169

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 464
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 536
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 332
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 600
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 487
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 593
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 522
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 409



Date
May 25, 1834

June 25, 1834
July 16, 1834

July 24, 1834

July 25, 1834
August 18, 1834
October 4, 1834
October 16, 1834
November 1834
November 5, 1834
November 27, 1834
1835

1835

1835

1835

1835

circa 1835

Event
Frederick Jones Bancroft, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Benjamin F. Woodward (birthdate), biographic sketch
Moses Hallett (birthdate), biographic sketch

Moritz Barth (birthdate), biographic sketch

John G. Benkelman (birthdate), biographic sketch
Abraham Jacobs (birthdate), biographic sketch

L.A. Williams (birthdate), biographic sketch

Gardner G. Brewer (birthdate), biographic sketch
A.G. Langford (birthdate), biographic sketch

Julius C. Lewis (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edwin P. Harman (birthdate), biographic sketch
Frank Aickelman (birthdate), biographic sketch
Joseph L. Bailey (birthdate), biographic sketch
Willard Teller (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colonel Henry Dodge travels up the Platte River to the

foothills of what will become Colorado; then travels south to
the Arkansas River and back to Fort Leavenworth

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 328

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 640

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 468

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 342

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 332

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 484

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 648

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 353

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 503

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 507

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 463

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 307

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 318

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 608

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 18

Fort Vasquez is constructed as a fur trading post near the South Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 249

Platte River built by Andrew Sublette and Pierre Louis
Vasquez; it is abandoned in 1842
W.H. Ehrhardt (birthdate), biographic sketch

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 420



Date
circa 1835

circa 1835

circa 1835
February 9, 1835
February 16, 1835
February 28, 1835
March 22, 1835
Spring 1835

April 6, 1835
April 10, 1835
May 29, 1835
June 3, 1835

July 1835

July 22, 1835
August 17, 1835
August 26, 1835
September 5, 1835

September 22, 1835

Event
Captain M.J. Fitz Gerald (birthdate), biographic sketch

C.C. Hauck (birthdate), biographic sketch

John J. Maxey (birthdate), biographic sketch

Samuel B. Morgan (birthdate), biographic sketch

George Dane (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joseph C. Shattuck (birthdate), biographic sketch

David T. Sanderson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Frontier traders Louis Vasquez and Andrew Sublette establish
Fort Vasquez on the South Platte River

James A. Shreve (birthdate), biographic sketch

Daniel Hoffer (birthdate), biographic sketch

Col. Henry Dodge and the First Dragoons set out from Fort
Leavenworth to explore what will become Colorado

John Milhelm (birthdate), biographic sketch

The Denver area is explored by Colonel Henry Dodge of the
U.S. Army

United States Dragoons camp at fork of Cherry Creek and
South Platte

J. Coulehan (birthdate), biographic sketch

W.S. Grimes, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Isaac E. Underwood (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colonel Cyrus W. Fisher (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 432

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 475

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 534

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 528

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 408

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 578

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 581

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 595

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 465

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 83

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 518

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 64, quoting from

journal of Captain Lemuel Ford

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 381

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 450

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 620

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 431



Date

October 2, 1835
October 21, 1835
November 2, 1835
November 12, 1835
December 5, 1835

1836
1836

1836
1836
1836
1836

1836

1836

1836

1836

January 6, 1836

Event

The Texian Revolt begins with the Battle of Gonzales
George C. Griffin (birthdate), biographic sketch
James Tynon (birthdate), biographic sketch

Francis M. Davis (birthdate), biographic sketch

I.H. Kastor (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Gilpin graduates from West Point
John J. Cummings (birthdate), biographic sketch

Augustus A. Egbert (birthdate), biographic sketch
John 1. Klock (birthdate), biographic sketch
Stephen B. Leybourne (birthdate), biographic sketch

Evan G. Owens (birthdate), biographic sketch

Richens L. Wooton "Uncle Dick" joins a wagon train of the
Bents and St. Vrain headed west; he becomes a hunter, trapper,

trader and merchant

A missionary party brings the first white women into the area
that will later be known as Colorado; Dr. and Mrs. Maercus

Whitman, Rev. and Mrs. H.H. Spalding are among the
American Fur Company party

Lancaster P. Lupton builds Fort Lupton, a little north of the
present-day town of the same name, having visited the area the
previous year with Colonel Henry Dodge and the Dragoons to

the Rocky Mountains

Lancaster P. Lupton establishes a fur trading post along the

South Platte River; it is abandoned in 1844
Edmund A. Willoughby (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 445

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 617

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 403

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 491

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 274
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 376

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 421

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 486

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 502

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 539

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 157

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 783

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 77-78

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 249

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 626



Date
February 16, 1836

March 1836

March 4, 1836

April 1836

Spring 1836

April 14, 1836
April 16, 1836
April 23, 1836

May 2, 1836

May 4, 1836

May 14, 1836

Event
William Cole (birthdate), biographic sketch

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20:
Lieutenant Lancaster P. Lupton resigns from the army and
moves to Colorado where he builds a fur trapper fort on the
South Platte River; called Lancaster and later Fort Lupton it
was abandoned by 1846; reoccupied in the late 1850s and used

as a staae ston and refuae in the 1860s
General Frank Hall (birthdate), biographic sketch

"Uncle" Dick Wootten joins a wagon train bound for Bent's
Fort on the Arkansas River and winds up working for the
Bents; this begins over two decades of trapping, trading and
activities on the front range of what would become Colorado;
he also goes south into old Mexico and New Mexico before

settlina in Taos in March 1848
Frontier trader Lancaster Lupton establishes Fort Lancaster on

the South Platte River 12 miles upstream from Saint Vrain

Creek, near present-day Fort Lupton
James Jones (birthdate), biographic sketch

W.H. Walker (birthdate), biographic sketch
Cyrus C. Marble (birthdate), biographic sketch

Texians (immigrants from the U.S. living in the Mexican state
of Coahuila y Tejas) declare the independence of the Republic
of Texas from Mexico; Texas will later claim all land north
and east of the Rio Grande del Norte to the U.S. border,
including portions of present-day New Mexico, Oklahoma,

Colorado. Kansas. and Wvomina
William Smedley, D.D.S. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Texians force capture General Santa Anna to sign the Treaties
of Velasco to recognize the independence of the Republic of
Texas; Mexico never ratifies these treaties

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 385

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 455
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 234

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 484

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 634

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 517

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 575
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017



Date
May 24, 1836

May 27, 1836

June 1, 1836

June 29, 1836

July 1836

July 1, 1836

July 17, 1836
August 18, 1836
August 19, 1836
August 26, 1836
September 3, 1836
September 4, 1836
September 10, 1836
September 12, 1836
September 12, 1836
September 18, 1836
October 17, 1836

October 18, 1836

Event
Howard A. Streight (birthdate), biographic sketch

Alfred Butters (birthdate), biographic sketch

R.S. Wootten, Sr. arrives in Colorado; born May 6, 1816 in
Virginia

Hermann H. Heiser (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joseph Collier (birthdate), biographic sketch

Dr. E.S.W. Lawrence (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joseph W. Bowles (birthdate), biographic sketch

Jacob N. Best (birthdate), biographic sketch

George N. Billings (birthdate), biographic sketch

William B. Mills (birthdate), biographic sketch

C.C. Gird (birthdate), biographic sketch

George H. Fryer (birthdate), biographic sketch

George Ruble (birthdate), biographic sketch

George W. Kassler, Denver businessman and elected official,
born Canajoharie, New York

George W. Kassler (birthdate), biographic sketch

William J. Palmer, railroad entrepreneur, born Leipsic, Kent
County, Delaware

John R. Hanna (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colonel Archie C. Fisk (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 574

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 343

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 467

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 393

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 509

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 326

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 349

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 348

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 515

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 451

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 427

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 562

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 826

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 485
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 604 back of photo

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 457
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 432



Date
October 25, 1836

November 10, 1836
1837
1837
1837

1837

1837

1837

January 4, 1827
February 17, 1837
February 27, 1837

March 6, 1837

Event
E.E. Eaton (birthdate), biographic sketch

James M. Strickler (birthdate), biographic sketch
George C. Corning (birthdate), biographic sketch
Oscar D.F. Webb (birthdate), biographic sketch

Andrew W. Sublette and Louis Vasquez erect Fort Vasquez
about a mile south of present-day Platteville

Fort Davy Crockett, located at Brown's Hole on the Green
River near the Colorado-Utah border probably constructed this
year; later Fort Misery due to its slim resources

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Fort
Vasquez is built by Louis Vasquez & William Sublette about a
mile south of present-day Platteville abandoning it two years
later; reoccupied in the late 1850s and used as a stage stop and
refuae in the 1860s

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Fort St.
Vrain is built by the Bent and St. VVrain Company; first called
Fort George for George Bent; deserted by 1846 when Parkman
visited

George C. Schleier (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas M. Field (birthdate), biographic sketch
John W. Horner (birthdate), biographic sketch

U.S. Secretary of State John Forsyth accepts the credentials of
William H. Wharton as Republic of Texas Minister to the
United States of America; Mexico protests the recognition of
the Republic of Texas as a violation of the Treaty of Limits of
1828

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 420

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 591

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 377

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 633

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 77

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 79

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 605

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 435

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 457

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017



Date

Spring 1837
Spring 1837
April 19, 1837
April 26, 1837
May 5, 1837
May 31, 1837
June 1, 1837

June 29, 1837

July 6, 1837
July 6, 1837
July 15, 1837
July 19, 1837

August 29, 1837

September 7, 1837
September 27, 1837

September 28, 1837

Event

Fort St. Vrain (also Fort George) is built at the confluence of
the South Platte River & Saint Vrain Creek by trader Ceran de
Hault de Lassus de Saint Vrain

Fort Jackson, a fur trading post, is established on the South
Platte River by traders Peter Sarpy and Henry Fraeb

John C. Anderson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Adolph Rauh (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joseph E. Bates (birthdate), biographic sketch

H.M. Behymer (birthdate), biographic sketch

S.A. Rice (birthdate), biographic sketch

Richard Pearce, manager of the Boston and Colorado Smelter
is born in the village of Barrippa, near Camborne, Cornwall,
England

Charles A. Lang (birthdate), biographic sketch

Adam Woeber (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edgewater post office discontinued in Jefferson County,
converted to a branch of Denver

Major J.M. Bagley (birthdate), biographic sketch

Samuel Leach (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edward C. Sumner (birthdate), biographic sketch

F.N. Davis (birthdate), biographic sketch

James B. Belford is born in Lewistown, Pennsylvania; he later

became Colorado's representative in the House of
Representatives

Source
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 313

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 562

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 357

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 338

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 561

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 568

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 503

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 630

Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959, William H. Bauer, James L.
Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 49

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 347

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 502

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 607

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 403

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 74



Date Event Source
October 24, 1837 W.W. Whipple (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 641
November 17, 1837 David C. Dodge, Rio Grande Western Railway executive, born Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 616
in Shirley, Massachusetts

December 6, 1837 William W. Knight (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 487

December 7, 1837 George W. Hazzard (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 465

December 12, 1837 Birks Cornforth (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 379

December 24, 1837 Mitchell Benedict (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 357

1838 Henry Apple (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 307

1838 John M. Barrett (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 319

1838 Edward J. Binford (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 336

1838 Jasper P. Sears, Jr. (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 595

1838 Samuel T. Thomson (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 616

1838 Ceran St. Vrain, a French Canadian, and the Bent Brothers Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 151

build the old station, Fort St. VVrain on the east side of the
South Platte River and nearly a mile below the mouth of the St.
Vrain creek, a position about 40 miles north of present-day

Denver

1838 Cerean St. Vrain builds a trading post on the South Platte Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
River called Fort St. Vrain Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 2

1838 Brown's Park becomes a rendezvous for fur trappers and the  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 518

site of Fort Davy Crockett on the east bank of the Green River;
also called Brown's Hole a hangout for outlaws including
Butch Cassidy (George Parker) and the Sundance Kid (Harry
Lonaabouah)



Date
circa 1838

January 3, 1838
January 3, 1838
January 18, 1838
January 22, 1838
January 26, 1838
February 8, 1838
February 16, 1838
February 28, 1838
March 2, 1838
March 6, 1838
March 21, 1838
May 5, 1838

May 10, 1838
June 4, 1838

June 27, 1838

Event

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Fort
Rouibidea (Robidoux) in built by Antone Rouibidea, a
Frenchman from St. Louis; his fort was on the Gunnison River
and was noted in 1853 by Captain Gunnison

John W. Bailey (birthdate), biographic sketch

Frederic A. Clark (birthdate), biographic sketch

William H. Pierce (birthdate), biographic sketch

William J. Young (birthdate), biographic sketch

Louis Latham (birthdate), biographic sketch

Jacob Scherrer (birthdate), biographic sketch

E.K. Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch

George W. Belcher (birthdate), biographic sketch

Emmet Anthony (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Earl Reid (birthdate), biographic sketch

William B. Vickers (birthdate), biographic sketch

Captain Charles A. Brooks (birthdate), biographic sketch
James W. Sullivan (birthdate), biographic sketch

Webster D. Anthony (birthdate), biographic sketch

Walter Scott Cheesman, Denver entrepreneur and

businessman, is born in Hempstead Harbor, Long Island, New
York

Source
Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 323

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 371

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 552

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 651

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 508

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 601

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 602

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 355

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 309

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 566

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 620

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 358

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 596

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 310

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 796



Date
June 29, 1838

July 11, 1838
July 31, 1838
October 4, 1838

October 6, 1838

November 8, 1838
November 20, 1838
December 28, 1838
1839

1839

1839

1839

1839

1839

1839

1839
1839

Event
Peter Headburg (birthdate), biographic sketch

John W. Webster (birthdate), biographic sketch

Rev. Frank M. Ellis, D.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
Lawrence N. Greenleaf (birthdate), biographic sketch

Fort Jackson, a fur trading fort on the South Platte River, is
closed; trading goods are moved to Fort George, also known as
Fort St. Vrain; Fort Jackson is destroyed

George W. Drake (birthdate), biographic sketch

John J. Riethmann (birthdate), biographic sketch

Merrick A. Rogers (birthdate), biographic sketch

Mrs. E.H. Colling (birthdate), biographic sketch

George A. Gano (birthdate), biographic sketch

Wolfe Londoner (birthdate), biographic sketch

S. Loustano (birthdate), biographic sketch

Raobert Morris (birthdate), biographic sketch

Mason M. Seavey (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas J. Farnham writes of a settlement about five miles
west of Bent's Fort on the Arkansas calling it EI Puebla

Dr. F.A. Wislizenus writes of the "Peebles’ Fort"

Matthew Field spent a night while journeying to Santa Fe at a

place he called Pueblo de Leche (Milk Fort) because of the
number of goats there

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 473

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 633

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 422

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 444

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 403

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 556

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 558

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 379

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 446

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 495

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 501

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 528

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 584

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 101

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 101
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 101



Date
1839

1839

January 13, 1839
January 17, 1839
February 22, 1839
March 4, 1839
March 18, 1839
March 22, 1839
April 22, 1839
May 29, 1839
May 30, 1839
May 31, 1839
June 21, 1839
July 1839

July 4, 1839

Event
Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: A

temporary post called El Pueblo is reported by Dr. Wislizenus

& Thomas Farnum about 5 miles west of old Bent's Fort
Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Three
fur traders (Thompson, Craig & St, Clair) are credited with
constructing Fort Crockett in Brown's Hole on the Green
River; Dr. Wislizenus & Thomas Farnum give accounts of
their visits in this vear

Edward Montgomery (birthdate), biographic sketch
Rodney Curtis (birthdate), biographic sketch

Arnold Stedman, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
James W. Richards (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry A. Clough (birthdate), biographic sketch

H.H. Meyer (birthdate), biographic sketch

Westbrook S. Decker (birthdate), biographic sketch

Major Thomas J. Anderson (birthdate), biographic sketch
George Lewis Taylor (birthdate), biographic sketch
William B. Berger (birthdate), biographic sketch

General Archibal J. Sampson (birthdate), biographic sketch

David H. Moffat, Jr

Joseph T. Cornforth (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 528
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 366
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 592
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 557
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 363
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 533
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 397
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 303
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 618
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 338
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 575
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 509
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 390



Date
July 22, 1839

July 22, 1839
July 23, 1839

August 1839

August 1839
1839

September 13, 1839

September 24, 1839
September 26, 1839
October 12, 1839

November 28, 1839
December 11, 1839

1840
1840

1840

1840

Event Source

David H. Moffat, Jr., businessman and banker, born Orange ~ Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 832

County, New York

David H. Moffat, Jr. is born in Orange County, New York Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 169

Victor A. Elliott (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 418

Two travelers, Thomas J. Farnham and Dr. F.A. Wislizenus, = Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 88

meet at Brown's Hole in the northwestern corner of present-day

Colorado; each wrote an account of their separate travels in

Colorado and beyond

Ferdinand Jensen (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 484

Trading houses were reported on the Arkansas at the mouth of Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 76

Fountain Creek by E. Willard Smith

E. Willard Smith arrives at Fort VVasquez after setting out from Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 89-90

Independence, Missouri with a party of 32 traders led by Louis

Vasquez and Andrew W. Sublette; they traveled to Bent's Fort

and then to Fountain Creek, north on the South Platte to Fort

Vasauez

James M. Wilson (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 638

Aaron H. Gove (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 452

George W. Gildersleeve (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 447

Rev. James D. Kerr (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 492

Clarence P. Elder (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 422

Fort St. Vrain is constructed near present-day Platteville Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 169

Daniel W. Mays (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 527

Thomas E. Poole (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 553

Lewis C. Rockwell (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 563



Date
1840

1840

1840

1840

1840

1840s

1940

circa 1840

circa 1840

circa 1840

circa 1840

circa 1840

circa 1840

circa 1840

circa 1840

Event

A settlement is established on Adobe Creek in present-day
Fremont County by Ceran St. Vrain, the Bent Brothers,
Maxwell and others, the settlement fails in 1846
Hardscrabble Creek is settled by Bent, St. Vrain, Beaubien,
Maxwell and others just east of present-day Florence,
Colorado

It is about this year that Charles Bent, Narcisso Baubien,
Lucian Maxwell, and Lancaster Lupton found a settlement on
Adobe Creek, which continues until 1846

The town of Pueblo is begun when a "buffalo farm" is
established by Uncle Dick Wooton to supply bison to eastern
Z00s

Jim Baker comes to what will become Colorado and erects a
log cabin near the northern border of what will become Routt

County
La Junta is established as King's Ferry as a place for travelers

to cross the Arkansas River

Paramount Weekly ceases publishing in Arvada
William W. Borst (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edgar H. Drew (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry C. Ensminger (birthdate), biographic sketch
David A. Irwin (birthdate), biographic sketch

C.C. Lathrop, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch+C330
Dr. John H. Morrison (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry Reitze (birthdate), biographic sketch

Oscar Roop (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 151

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 104

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 167

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 2

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 390

Guide to Colorado Newspapers 1859-1963 by Donald E. Oehlerts

p. 81

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 337

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 408

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 425

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 476

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 494

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 519

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 560

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 559



Date
January 24, 1840

February 16, 1840
April 24, 1840

April 26, 1840

April 27, 1840
April 28, 1840
May 10, 1840
June 19, 1840
June 20, 1840
June 27, 1840
May 31, 1840
July 17, 1840
August 12, 1840
August 12, 1840
September 5, 1840

September 10, 1840

Event
Thomas G. Putnam (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry L. Tierman (birthdate), biographic sketch

E. Willard Smith arrives at Fort VVasquez after spending most
of the winter in the vicinity of Brown's Hole

E. Williard Smith and six other men depart Fort Vasquez in a
Mackinaw boat 36 feet long and 8 feet wide and laden with
some 700 buffalo robes; their difficult trip down the Platte
took 49 days until they reached the junction of the North and
South Plattes; they arrived at St. Louis July 3rd

Captain Samuel E. Wetzel (birthdate), biographic sketch
George G. Symes (birthdate), biographic sketch

Levi Palmer (birthdate), biographic sketch

John R. Cleaveland (birthdate), biographic sketch

Sylvester T. Smith, president of the Florence and Cripple
Creek Railroad, is born Buffalo, New York

Rev. Earl Cranston (birthdate), biographic sketch

Hugh Butler (birthdate), biographic sketch

Thomas N. Elledge (birthdate), biographic sketch

George Anstee (birthdate), biographic sketch

General David J. Cook (birthdate), biographic sketch

Nelson Hallock (birthdate), biographic sketch

James C. Veatch (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 554

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 616

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 90

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 90

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 637

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 576

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 545

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 392

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 602

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 383
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 325
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 425
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 305
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 389
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 474
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 624



Date
October 12, 1840

October 30, 1840
November 3, 1840
November 4, 1840
November 4, 1840
November 4, 1840
November 4, 1840
November 5, 1840
December 18, 1840
December 27, 1840
1841

1841

1841

1841

1841

May 20, 1841

Event
Charles A. Treat (birthdate), biographic sketch

R.P. Chapman (birthdate), biographic sketch

W.H. Williams, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
Thomas MacDonald Patterson is born in County Carlow
Ireland

Thomas M. Patterson, U.S. Senator representing Colorado, is
born in County Carlow, Ireland

Thomas M. Patterson is born in County Carlow, Ireland;
arrives in New York in 1849 with his parents

Thomas M. Patterson (birthdate), biographic sketch
William A. Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch

James F. Welborn (birthdate), biographic sketch
Stephen W. Keene (birthdate), biographic sketch

S.M. French (birthdate), biographic sketch

Dr. Joseph Hirsch (birthdate), biographic sketch
Thomas S. Leslie (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry F. Meine (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Sinclair (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.H. Howard (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 616

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 382

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 647

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 381

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 684
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 64

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 542
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 583
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 631
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 486
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 429
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 467
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 501
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 518
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 599
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 473



Date
January 8, 1841

January 15, 1841
January 18, 1841
February 9, 1841
February 17, 1841
February 26, 1841
March 3, 1841
March 3, 1841
Spring 1841

May 3, 1841

May 17, 1841
June 1841

July 1, 1841

July 22, 1841
July 26, 1841

September 28, 1841

Event

Charles Beaubian and Guadalupe Miranda petition Mexican
Governor Don Manual Armijo for a grant on the land on the
upper Canadian River, most of the land being in what will
become New Mexico, but a portion of it in what will be
Colorado

William A. Powers (birthdate), biographic sketch

John G. Hoffer (birthdate), biographic sketch

Albert K. Tilton (birthdate), biographic sketch

Captain John Ray (birthdate), biographic sketch

John C. Stallcup (birthdate), biographic sketch

Roger W. Woodbury, newspaperman and business man in
Colorado, is born in Francestown, New Hampshire
Captain Roger Williams Woodbury (birthdate), biographic
sketch

James W. Denver moved to Missouri where he taught school
for a year

E.P. Jacobson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ambrose S. Everett, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
Harlan P. Parmelee (birthdate), biographic sketch
Singleton T. Armstrong (birthdate), biographic sketch
General Keyes Danforth (birthdate), biographic sketch

J. Fred Zell (birthdate), biographic sketch

Benjamin W. Wisebart (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 110

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 542

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 465

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 616

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 569

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 602

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 828

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 624
Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 480
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 426
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 548
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 301
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 401
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 651
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 642



Date
October 2, 1841

October 11, 1841

October 20, 1841

November 7, 1841
December 29, 1841
December 31, 1841
1842
1842
1842
1842
1842
1842
1842

1842

1842

Event
F.L. Rohlfing (birthdate), biographic sketch

Norman H. Meldrum (birthdate), biographic sketch

Robert Bent dies at the age of 25 and is buried at the old fort
on the Arkansas River; when George Bent died soon after he
was buried next to his brother; they were both exhumed and
reburied in St. Louis

Jacob Mentcmir (birthdate), biographic sketch

Charles P. Moffett (birthdate), biographic sketch

Cyrus G. Richardson (birthdate), biographic sketch

John N. Ammen (birthdate) biographic sketch

Leonard Cutshaw (birthdate), biographic sketch

John J. Lambert (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Lewis (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edward J. Loper (birthdate), biographic sketch

A.H. Root (birthdate), biographic sketch

Preston T. Slayback (birthdate), biographic sketch

James P. Beckwourth starts a trading post at the mouth of

Fountain Creek with his wife and is soon joined by 15-20
trappers and their families

A fort is built about this year by George Simpson and two
associates by the names of Barclay and Doyle, the site of
which will become Colorado's second city, Pueblo

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 571

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 515

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 74

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 521

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 534

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 560

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers,, p. 308

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 394

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 501

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 499

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 503

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 570

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 588

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 102

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 167



Date
1842

1842

1842

1842

circa 1842

May 1, 1842
January 27, 1842
January 30, 1842
February 12, 1842
February 21, 1842
March 1, 1842
March 17, 1842
April 11, 1842

April 17, 1842

Event

James Beckwourth makes the first settlement at the forks
where Pueblo now stands along with trappers and hunters,
French, American and Mexican who call their adobe structure

"Fort Napeste" and "The Pueblo”
First white settlement at the site of what will become Pueblo is

built by James P. Beckwourth, Joseph Dayle, "Uncle Dick"
Wootton; a trading post they call El Pueblo

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: An
unnamed trappers fort is noted by Rufus Sage in 1842 and by
the John Fremont in 1843; the ruins are located at the head of
the Platte Valley Ditch near the town of lone

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Fort
Pueblo was built by independent trappers including James P.
Beckwourth on the north side of the Arkansas River; visited by
John Fremont in 1842; Ruxton spent several weeks here in
1847

C.M. Parker, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Nathan S. Culver, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry E. Allen (birthdate), biographic sketch

Byron A. Wheeler, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
Edward Kerngood (birthdate), biographic sketch

Petition is made for the renewal of the 1833 Conejos Grant in
what will become Colorado

Dr. Joshua Highwarden (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joseph P. Farmer (birthdate), biographic sketch

Albert R. Taggart (birthdate), biographic sketch

Dr. B.W. Rogers (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 312

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No0.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 545

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 384

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 305

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 632

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 489

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 110

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 463
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 428
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 616
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 559



Date
May 3, 1842

May 8, 1842
May 9, 1842

summer 1842

June 10, 1842

June 10, 1842

June 10, 1842

Early July 1842
July 8, 1842
July 9, 1842
July 10, 1842
July 21, 1842
August 2, 1842
August 23, 1842

August 31, 1842

Event
Daniel C. Oswald (birthdate), biographic sketch

Louis D. Riethmann (birthdate), biographic sketch
J.B. Ware (birthdate), biographic sketch

A trading fort, called The Pueblo, is built by a company of
independent traders at the junction of Fountaine qui Bouit with
the Arkansas River on the present-day site of Pueblo; visited in

September by Rufus B. Sage
John C. Fremont's expedition departs Choteau's Landing near

the mouth of the Kansas River in present-day Kansas City, MO
bound for the Rocky Mountains

Lt. John C. Fremont's expedition of 22-men leaves St. Louis to
ascend the Missouri River led by Kit Carson

U.S. Army Lieutenant John C. Frémont, guide Kit Carson, and
cartographer Charles Preuss begin a two-year survey of the
High Plains; maps created by the survey will become guides
for the South Platte Trail

John C. Fremont's expedition visits Fort St. Vrain in the Platte
River Valley in what will become Weld County

John C. Fremont's expedition sights Longs Peak from a
distance of about 60 miles on the South Platte

Fremont's expedition encounters Jim Beckwourth about 60
miles below what is today known as Longs Peak

Clark H. Wilson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Albert Brown (birthdate), biographic sketch
Edward B. Light (birthdate), biographic sketch
Wharton J.Kinsey (birthdate), biographic sketch

E.B. Sleeth (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 538

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 570

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 642

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 77

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 143

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 115

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 337
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 143
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 117

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 640
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 353
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 505
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 491
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 597



Date
Fall 1842

Fall 1842
September 1, 1842
September 10, 1842
September 17, 1842

October 1842

October 12, 1842

October 12, 1842

October 20, 1842
April 28, 1842

November 1842

November 3, 1842

November 24, 1842

Event

Rufus B. Sage joined a company of fur traders bound for the
west and entered what would become Colorado where he came
into contact with Baptiste Charbonneau, the son of Sacajawea
and her French trapper husband, born on the Lewis and Clark

Corps of Discovery February 11, 1805
Rufus B. Sage continues to trap in Colorado on the Cache la

Poudre and South Platte spending time at Fort Lupton
Rufus B. Sage follows fur trader route to site of Denver and
explains chokecherries gave the creek its name

Rufus B. Sage and four companions set out for Taos, New
Mexico after camping at the site of present-day Denver
Charles H. Bagley, D.D.S. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Mexican justice of the peace proceeds to the Conejos River in
what will become Colorado; each petitioner agrees to
stipulations of the requirements for holding the land and the

beaginnings of settlements to begin in 1843
Jose Maria Martinez and Antonio Martinez of El Rito, Rio

Arriba County, New Mexico are granted a considerble part of
what becomes Conejos County in Colorado by the government

of Mexico
Julian Gallegos and Antonio Martinez of Taos are granted a

considerble part of what becomes Conejos County in Colorado
by the government of Mexico
George Ady, railroad executive, is born Harrison County, Ohio

S.B. Hardy (birthdate), biographic sketch

Rufus B. Sage travels through northeastern Colorado to North
Park then turns south to Middle Park, follows the Blue River to
South Park and emerges from the mountains at Fountain Creek

William Cooke (birthdate), biographic sketch

Aaron H. Dunning (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 91

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 91
The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 65

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 92
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 347
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 111

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 91

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 91

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 622

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 462
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 92

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 375
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 410



Date
December 4, 1842

December 10, 1842
December 22, 1842
1843
1843
1843
1843

1843

1843

1843

circa 1843

1843

January 19, 1843

February 1843

February 1843

Event
Alfred C. Phelps (birthdate), biographic sketch

James A. Cook (birthdate), biographic sketch

James M. Galloway (birthdate), biographic sketch
Clarence J. Clarke (birthdate), biographic sketch
Colonel S.Huron Hastings (birthdate), biographic sketch
William H. Jackson (birthdate), biographic sketch
Edward Pisko (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colonel William Gilpin accompanies the Fremont Expedition
which crossed the plains to Fort St. Vrain and then up the
South Platte River camping at the future site of Denver; Gilpin
found traces of gold in streams during this visit

A group of health-seekers formed a party in St. Louis and came
to the Rocky Mountains to improve their health

John Fremont and his expedition stop at Manitou after his
description they are called Fremont's Soda Springs

B.E. Hawkins (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Gilpin travels to the west with the John Fremont
expedition
J.H. Nichols (birthdate), biographic sketch

A Texan officer, Colonel Warfield, enters the region of what

will become Colorado to recruit men for a military expedition
against Santa Fe; Rufus B. Sage joins the force and they travel
to a place near present day Las Animas in territory claimed by

Texas
Kit Carson marries Sefiora Josepha Jaramillo in Taos, New

Mexico

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 553

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 381

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 445

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 372

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 471

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 482

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 547

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 179

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 644
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 368
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 463

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 274
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 537
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 92

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 156



Date
February 2, 1843

February 22, 1843

March 1843
April 29, 1843
May 7, 1843
May 29, 1843

summer 1843
June 10, 1843

July 3, 1843
July 4, 1843
July 4, 1843
July 5, 1843
July 6, 1843
July 6, 1843
July 7, 1843

July 9, 1843

July 23, 1843

Event
Colonel Sidney A. Shepperd (birthdate), biographic sketch

Charles Beaubian and Guadalupe Miranda receive their grant,
later known as the Maxwell Grant, from the Mexican Governor
Armijo

Trappers settle a portion of Hardscrabble park in what will
become Custer County

John M. Reigart (birthdate), biographic sketch

John D. Howland (birthdate), biographic sketch
M.J. McNamara (birthdate), biographic sketch

John C. Fremont visits the site of Pueblo
Charles E. Anthony (birthdate), biographic sketch

B.H. Bayles (birthdate), biographic sketch

John C. Fremont's second expedition camps at Fort St. Vrain
near the South Platte River

Fremont's expedition arrives at St. Vrain's fort on the South
Platte River

George G. Darrow (birthdate), biographic sketch

Fremont's expedition departs Fort St. Vrain and continues up
the Platte past Fort Lupton and Fort Lancaster
Captain Robert S. Roeschlaub (birthdate), biographic sketch

The present site of Denver is visited by General John C.
Fremont of the U.S. Army

Fremont's expedition encamps on the present day site of
Denver and record 160 Arapahoe Indian lodges nearby; they
awake the following morning to note snowfall in the mountains

west of their camp
Rev. Horatio S. Hilton (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 579

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 110

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 107

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 566

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 470

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 534

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 103
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 304

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 353

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 144

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 120

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 409
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 120

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 561

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 120

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 456



Date
August 15, 1843

August 21, 1843
August 23, 1843

September 12, 1843

October 1, 1843
October 15, 1843
November 6, 1843
November 6, 1843

November 14, 1843

December 1843

December 1, 1843

December 8, 1843

Event
Henry Stewart (birthdate), biographic sketch

John D. Kline, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
Jed H. Banscom (birthdate), biographic sketch

W.R. Thomas is born in Barryville, Sullivan County, New
York; he comes to Colorado in June 1866 from Chicago after
working as a reporter on the Chicago Tribune

Thomas Bishop (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edward F. Bishop (birthdate), biographic sketch

Job Adams Cooper, sixth Governor of Colorado, born in
Greenville, Bond County, Illinois
Job A. Cooper (birthdate), biographic sketch

Gervacio Nolan petitions Mexican Governor Don Manual
Armijo for a grant to the valley of the St. Charles River in the
area just south of what will become Pueblo, Colorado
Charles W. Wright (birthdate), biographic sketch

The petition of Gervacio Nolan for a grant of land in the valley
of the St. Charles River in the area just south of what will
become Pueblo, Colorado is granted by Mexican Governor
Armijo

Cornelio Vigil and Ceral St. Vrain petition the Governor of
Mexico for a land grant in Colorado; they ask for the valleys of
Huerfano, Apishapa, and Cuchara rivers, a huge area south of
the Arkansas River; the following day the Vigil and St. Vrain
arant is made

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 592

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 490

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 322

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 139

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 361

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 331

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 510

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 364
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 108

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 629
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 108

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 108-109



Date
December 27, 1843

December 30, 1843

December 30, 1843

1844
1844
1844
1844
1844
1844

1844

1844

1844-1845

January 1844

Event

Stephen Luis Lee and 13-year-old Narciso Beaubien petition
the Mexican government for a grant of land to embrace the
valleys of Costilla, Culebra and Trinchera rivers in the San
Luis Valley and extend from the Rio Grande to the summit of
the Sangre de Cristo mountain ranges, known as the Sangre de

Cristo arant
Mexican Governor Don Manual Armijo grants the petition of

Stephen Luis Lee and Narciso Beaubien for the Sangre de
Cristo land grant

A petition by Luis Lee and Narciso Beaubien is granted by
Manuel Armijo military governor of northern department of
Mexico; he instructs Juan Andres Archuleta to give possession

to the petitioners
Henry Cole (birthdate), biographic sketch

George M. Collier (birthdate), biographic sketch
August Pirch (birthdate), biographic sketch

L.L. Rees (birthdate), biographic sketch

Nathaniel W. Sample (birthdate), biographic sketch
Henry Tuggy (birthdate), biographic sketch

The Trinchera estate in what became Costilla County in
Colorado is deeded by the Mexican government; confirmed in
1860 and patented in 1871 by the U.S. Government as the

Sangre de Cristo Grant
James W. Denver went to Ohio and studied law and graduated

from the Cincinnati Law School

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: two of
John C. Fremont's overland expeditions that traversed much of
Colorado are traced

Taos Justice of the Peace Jose Miguel Sanchez sets the
boundaries of the Sangre de Cristo land grant

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 107

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 107

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 328

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 374

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 391

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 548

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 560

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 589

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 617

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 328

Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32

Municipal Facts, VVol. 8, N0.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 17

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 107-108



Date

January 2, 1844

January 9, 1844

January 12, 1844

February 1844
March 8, 1844
April 23, 1844
May 8, 1844

May 17, 1844
May 22, 1844

June 1844

June 5, 1844
June 15, 1844
June 15, 1844

June 20, 1844

Event

Mexican Governor Don Manual Armijo directs the justice of
the peace to give possession as requested by Cornelio Vegil
and Ceral St. Vrain and on this date the transfer was formally
performed

Dr. R.H. Bohn (birthdate), biographic sketch

Possession of the Luis Lee and Narciso Beaubien estate is
taken in the San Luis Valley of what will become Colorado;
witnesses Ceran St. Vrain, Manuel Antonio Martin, Joan
Ortega, Juan Ramon Valdez and Pedro Valdez

Charles S. Howard (birthdate), biographic sketch

Newton Fulwider (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry P.H. Nagel (birthdate), biographic sketch

John Elsner, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

William M. Bliss (birthdate), biographic sketch

George W. Cole (birthdate), biographic sketch

Antoine Janise details his arrival and activities of himself and
other trappers and Indians in Larimer County in a letter from
the Pine Ridge Indian Agency to the editor of the Fort Collins
Courier dated Mary 17, 1883

Captain W. Frank Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch
Charles D. Cobb (birthdate), biographic sketch

George P. Lare (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joseph H. Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 109

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 356
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 328

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 464

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 430

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 537

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 418

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 360

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 393

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 181

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 607
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 367
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 507
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 600



Date
June 24, 1844

June 27, 1844

1844

July 1, 1844

July 18, 1844
August 5, 1844
September 11, 1844
October 26, 1844
November 2, 1844
1845

1845

1845

1845

about 1845

circa 1845
circa 1845

circa 1845

Event
John G. Jenkins (birthdate), biographic sketch

Eugene K. Stimson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Antoine Janise, a French trapper, arrives during the summer in
the Poudre valley and determines that he would like to return

John C. Fremont and his expedition arrive at Bent's Fort on the
Arkansas River

Samuel P. Rose (birthdate), biographic sketch

William B. Palmer (birthdate), biographic sketch

William F. Callaway (birthdate), biographic sketch

A.M. Lay (birthdate), biographic sketch

William E. Greenleaf (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ruther McDougall (birthdate), biographic sketch

Willet C. Meserole (birthdate), biographic sketch

Milo Adams Wilson, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
Artist Benjamin Creutzfeldt sketches scenes of Colorado as
part of the John C. Fremont expedition

Charles Autobees establishes a small settlement of Mexicans at
the mouth of the Huerfano River that in 1861 became the
Huerfano County seat

Charles L. Gardner (birthdate), biographic sketch

William W. Goodrich (birthdate), biographic sketch

James M. Swem (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 481

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 601

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 196

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 86

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 571

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 551

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 389

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 501

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 447

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 515

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 526

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 649

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 419

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 446

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 453
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 448
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 595



Date
January 1, 1845

January 17, 1845
February 1845
March 4, 1845
March 17, 1845
April 9, 1845
April 16, 1845
April 30, 1845
May 18, 1845
May 18, 1845
June 8, 1845
August 15, 1845

August 16, 1845

September 25, 1845
October 7, 1845
November 1, 1845

November 12, 1845

Event
Samuel Cole, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

F.F. Griffin (birthdate), biographic sketch

Monroe L. Horr (birthdate), biographic sketch

Washington McClintock (birthdate), biographic sketch
Edward P. McGovern (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ralph W. Stewart (birthdate), biographic sketch

Albert Abel (birthdate), biographic sketch

William J. Phillips (birthdate), biographic sketch

Col. Stephen W. Kearney and the First Dragoons set out from
Fort Leavenworth to visit what will become Colorado

Otis L. Haskell (birthdate), biographic sketch

Robert Marquis (birthdate), biographic sketch

William H. Buchtel, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch
John C. Fremont and his 60-man expedition leave Bent's Fort
following the Arkansas River to its source, crossing the
continental divide at Tennessee Pass, and move across the
western slope to the White River

Wilbur C. Lothrop (birthdate), biographic sketch

Mason B. Carpenter (birthdate), biographic sketch

Charles Denison, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Frank W. Crocker (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 374

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 450

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 463

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 529

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 516

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 607

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 305

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 542

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 83

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 472

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 535

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 350

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 86

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 494
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 385
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 396
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 391



Date Event Source
December 12, 1845 George Duggan (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 410
December 29, 1845 The U.S. admits the Republic of Texas to the Union as a slave Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
State; the boundaries of the state remain undefined; Mexico
maintains it is still its territory by the Treaty of Limits of 1828
and vows to fight to regain Texas; the U.S. maintains its border

with Mexico is how the Rio Grande
December 29, 1845 Texas and certain sections of Colorado admitted to the U.S. 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

1846 Charles E. Bohm (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 346

1846 Addis E. Carter (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 372

1846 William D. Todd (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 613

1846 Proposal made for a transcontinental railroad by James Burch  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 579

in Missouri
1846 Francis Parkman visits the site of Pueblo and notes it is Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 103

"nestled in the midst of wide cornfields and green meadows,
where cattle were grazing"

1846 A settlement on Greenhorn Creek was started around this time Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 104
and was visited the following year by G.F. Ruxton

1846 William Bent and John Hatcher start a farm on the Purgatory ~ Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 105
River about twenty miles below the present-day site of
Trinidad

1846 U.S. goes to war with Mexico Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 112

1846 A fur trapper, Thomas Fitzpatrick, is appointed the first agent Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 131
to the Indians of the upper Platte and Arkansas

1846 Avrtists Richard and Edward Kern sketch scenes of Colorado as Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 419
part of the John C. Fremont expedition

1846 John Hatcher is credited with building the first irrigating ditch  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 193
in what would become Las Animas County

1846 Farmers and cowboys from New Mexico first settle on Culebra Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 411
Creek in what will become Costilla County

January 1, 1846 P.B. Hirsch (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 468



Date
January 19, 1846

February 8, 1846

February 17, 1846

March 1, 1846
March 15, 1846
April 25, 1846

May 13, 1846
June 1846

June 29, 1846
July 12, 1846

July 31, 1846

August 7, 1846

August 15, 1846

August 18, 1846

Event
George H. Higgins (birthdate), biographic sketch

Samuel A. Drumb (birthdate), biographic sketch
David B. Graham (birthdate), biographic sketch
Simon H. Foss (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry R. Wolcott (birthdate), biographic sketch

The Thornton Affair, near Brownsville, becomes the first
skirmish of the Mexican—American War

The United States declares war on Mexico

Some 1,600 volunteers assemble at Fort Leavenworth to march
to war led by Colonel S.W. Kearny; they follow the Santa Fe
Trail taking the mountain branch reaching the area near Bent's
Fort near the end of July

E.L. Campbell (birthdate), biographic sketch

George H. Waters (birthdate), biographic sketch

General Stephen W. Kearny stages troops at Bent's Fort for an
invasion of Santa Fe de Nuevo México in the Mexican-
American War

One of the largest early settlements of Mormon's in what
would become Colorado was in Pueblo, where they stopped
after leaving Nauvoo, lllinois; they selected a site on the south
side of the Arkansas a little below the mouth of Fountain Creek

Francis Parkman camps at site of future city of Denver

American forces led by S.W. Kearny occupy Santa Fe and
Kearny's rank is elevated to brigadier general

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 456

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 408

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 445

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 434

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 647

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 113

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 386

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 632

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 114

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 67, citing Mason

Wade, ed. The Journals of Francis Parkman, Vol. 2, p. 472

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 113



Date

August 18, 1846
September 20, 1846
September 26, 1846

October 13, 1846

November 1, 1846

November 4, 1846
November 5, 1846
November 22, 1846
November 22, 1846
December 28, 1846
1847

1847

1847

1847

Event

Troops under the command of Brigadier General Stephen W.
Kearny seize the territorial capital of Santa Fe for the United
States with little resistance

Major William Gilpin returns to Santa Fe from what will
become southern Colorado, with some Ute Indians

Dennis Sheedy, one of the developers of the Globe Smelter is
born in Ireland

Major William Gilpin returns to Santa Fe from what will
become southern Colorado, with some 60 Ute Indians who
agree to remain peacful when they meet with Colonel
Doniphan

Lewis H. Garrard arrives at Bent's Fort on the Arkansas in a
train of wagons led by Ceran St. Vrain; Garrard spends the
next several months among the Cheyenne with William Bent
on trading expeditions

Charles D. McPhee (birthdate), biographic sketch

Luther S. Kauffman (birthdate), biographic sketch

George L. Aggers (birthdate), biographic sketch

Michael Spangler (birthdate), biographic sketch

Arthur T. Thayer (birthdate), biographic sketch

E.B. Annis (birthdate), biographic sketch

James R. Groves (birthdate), biographic sketch

Colonel William Gilpin leads an expedition of 1200 troops
against Indians wintering over near Pikes Peak

Senator Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri proposes to place a

gigantic statue of Andrew Jackson on Huerfano Butte near the
Huerfano River

Source
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 123
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 562

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 123

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 94

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 519

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 490

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 311

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 602

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 619

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 308

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 447

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 179

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 488



Date
1847
January 1847

January 1847

January 1, 1847

January 2, 1847

January 19, 1847

January 19, 1847
January 27, 1847
Winter 1846-1847
February 4, 1847
February 4, 1847
February 5, 1847
February 18, 1847

June 4, 1847

Event

James W. Denver raised a company for the 12th U.S. Infantry
and served under General Scott in the Mexican War and was

appointed captain

George F. Ruxton is entertained at Pueblo by mountain man
John Hawkins and his wife

Governor Charles Bent is killed and scalped in Santa Fe by an
enraged mob of New Mexicans angry at all Americans.

George F. Ruxton, a young Englishman, leaves Taos and heads
north ascending the Rio Grande River and entering the San
Luis Valley in what will become Colorado; he crossed the
Sange de Cristo pass and eventually to the present-day site of

Pueblo

A.K. Clark, Jr. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Taos Massacre, an Indian and Mexican uprising takes the lives
of several recipients of land grants in what would become
Colorado: Stephen Luis Lee and Narciso Beaubien, and
Cornelio Vigil are among the victims

Land grant recipients Luis Lee and Narciso Beaubien are
among those killed in the Taos massacre

Herman E. Luthe (birthdate), biographic sketch

A group of Mormons spend the winter at Pueblo and build a
cabin for their religious services
Adolph Hermann Kohrs, Sr. is born in Prussia; later changes

his name to Coors

Adolph Herman Joseph Kuhrs (later Coors) is born in Barmen,
Austria; he immigrates to the U.S. in 1868

William N. Babcock (birthdate), biographic sketch

Robert Given (birthdate), biographic sketch

U.S. Clark, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 103

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 113

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 94

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 368
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 108-109

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 329

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 499
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 199

Denver Post article October 12, 2016, p. 1

Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,
2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 245

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 345

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 452

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 368



Date

September 18, 1847
September 29, 1847
October 8, 1847
November 13, 1847
November 22, 1847
1848

1848

1848

1848

1848

1848

1848

January 4, 1848

January 7, 1848

February 1848

Event

Thomas Fitzpatrick, first Indian agent to the tribes of the upper
Arkansas wrote from Bent's Fort about the small settlement
that would become Pueblo

J.M. Walker, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.O. Bosworth (birthdate), biographic sketch
Harrison K. Bunch (birthdate), biographic sketch
George W. Huselton (birthdate), biographic sketch

The treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo at the close of the War with
Mexico adds much of Colorado's land area in the south and
western parts of the state

John L. Dailey is apprenticed at the age of 15 to a printer
William S. Fowler (birthdate), biographic sketch

"Old Bill Williams" claims to have discovered gold in South
Park while hunting and trapping

The children of William Bent while camped on Crow Creek
gathered small nuggests of gold according to Judge Wilbur F.
Stone

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 103

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 635

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 356

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 340

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 469

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 326

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 137
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 433

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 179

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 179

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ends the Mexican-American War Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 114

and cedes the part of Colorado south of the Arkansas River and

west of its source - about 2/3rds of the state

The Treaty of Guadalupe is signed giving the U.S. possession
of most of the southwestern U.S.; grants made of land by the
Mexican government within the area were not recognized by
the U.S. government

John G. Smith (birthdate), biographic sketch
R.J. Pierson (birthdate), biographic sketch

Indian agent Thomas Fitzpatrick travels from the Arkansas to
the South Platte, visiting Arapaho and Sioux

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 92

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 600

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 551

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 132



Date
February 2, 1848

February 2, 1848

February 8, 1848
March 1848
March 1948
March 26, 1848
April 23, 1848
May 2, 1848

May 4, 1848

May 12, 1848

June 24, 1848

July 22, 1848
August 4, 1848

August 16, 1848

Event

All of present-day Colorado comes under U.S. control when
Mexico signs the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to end the
Mexican—American War and relinquishes all of its northern

territories

Western part of Colorado is acquired by the U.S. in Treaty of
Guadalupe-Hidalgo at the end of the Mexican War

John Cook, Jr. (birthdate), biographic sketch

"Uncle" Dick Wootten marries and settles with his wife in

Taos, New Mexico

Loveland Round-Up begins publishing in Loveland
Edward O. Wolcott (birthdate), biographic sketch

Jesse S. Randall is born; he will eventually edit the
Georgetown Courier
James G. Kilpatrick (birthdate), biographic sketch

Joseph Pley, administrator of the estate of Stephen Luis Lee,
killed a year earlier along with Narciso Beaubien, sells Lee's
half of the Sangre de Cristo land grant for $100 to Charles
Beaubien, the father of Narciso who now hold the entire grant

J. Francis Foltz, D.D.S. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Indian agent Thomas Fitzpatrick recommends the South Platte
valley as the best place to locate his agency headquarters, the
area called Big Timbers

Winfield Scott Stratton, Cripple Creek gold miner, is born at
Jeffersonville, Indiana

John Kiefer (birthdate), biographic sketch

George S. Oatman (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 394
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 238

Guide to Colorado Newspapers 1859-1963 by Donald E. Oehlerts
p. 93

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 647

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 258

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 488
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 108

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 433
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 132

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 566

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 492
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 540



Date
1848

October 2, 1848
October 13, 1848
October 19, 1848

November 1848

November 17, 1848

December 1848

December 12, 1848

December 13, 1848

December 23, 1848

1849

1849

1849

Event

John C. Fremont sets out on his fourth expedition to test a
route along the 37th parallel that would have St. Louis as its
eastern terminus; Fremont's party of 33 made its way up the
Kaw, Smoky Hill and Arkansas Rivers reaching Bent's Fort in

mid November
Arthur Hendey (birthdate), biographic sketch

James H. Baker (birthdate), biographic sketch

Fremont's fourth expedition begins from St. Louis and
proceeds to Bent's Fort on the Arkansas

John C. Fremont and his party depart from Bent's Fort
determined to cross the Rockies; at Peueblo he hires Bill
Williams as a guide; heading west they cross the Wet
Mountains and the Sangre de Cristos despite being warned

about attemptina the crossina in winter
John Fremont's third expedition arrives at Bent's Fort in

present-day southeastern Colorado

Fremont's expedition party of 33 attempt to cross the San Juans
and 11 perish during the two week long episode with lost
rescue parties and cannibalism

John Fremont's third expedition arrives where the Rio Grande
exits the San Juan mountains. His foray in the San Juans in
winter costs 11 lives, all of his instruments and records

James Davis (birthdate), biographic sketch
James A. Chain (birthdate), biographic sketch
William H. Fowler (birthdate), biographic sketch

A settlement is begun on the Castillo River on the Sangre de
Cristo Grant just south of the present-day Colorado New
Mexico boundary

Formal treaty with Utes is ratified by the U.S. Senate with
$5,000 a year in presents

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 87

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 473

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 346

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 123

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 87

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 145

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 88

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 145

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 408

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 367

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 433

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 117

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 123



Date

1849

1849

1849?

April 2, 1849
April 29, 1849
May 4, 1849
June 2, 1849

June 12, 1849
July 29, 1849

August 1849

August 11, 1849

August 21, 1849

November 4, 1849

November 10, 1849

Event

Settlers first arrive in Costilla County

Charles Autobees establishes a small settlement at the junction
of the Huerfano and Arkansas Rivers in what will become
Huerfano County; named for the orphan peak near the river of

the same name
Garcia is established in Costilla County eight tenths of a mile

west of Colorado 159 and 18 miles south of San Luis;
originally called La Plaza de los Manzanares and possibly the

oldest permanent settlement in the Colorado
Asa C. Dobbins (birthdate), biographic sketch

George Hamburger (birthdate), biographic sketch

James T. Smith is born in Rosscommon, Ireland of English and
Scottish parents
Ephraim S.Johnston (birthdate), biographic sketch

Jerome S. Riche (birthdate), biographic sketch
Augustine Mantey, Jr. (birthdate), biographic sketch

The first party of gold prospectors in what will become
Colorado are a group of Cherokees who search along the
Cache la Poudre; these Cherokee will originate the Green
Russell expedition in July 1858

Winslow Waters (birthdate), biographic sketch

Proprietor William Bent destroys Bent's Fort
Colorado's tenth Governor, James B. Orman is born in
Muscatine, lowa

F.W. Gromm (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 328
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 487

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 415

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 411

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 474

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 141

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 483

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 561

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 526

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development" by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 649

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 518

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 450



Date
November 17, 1849

November 24, 1849
December 6, 1849

December 12, 1849

December 22, 1849

1850

1850

1850

1850

1850

1850

1850

Event

Indians at Bent's Fort warn John C. Fremont that the snow is
deeper in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains than it has been in
many years and predict a severe winter, but Fremont continues
into the mountains of what will become Western Colorado and

has a disastrous time of it
Charles N. Hart, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Charles S. Thomas, ninth Governor of Colorado is born in
Darien, MciIntosh County, Georgia

The Fremont Party arrives on the north end of Del Norte
Canyon where the Rio Grande comes out of the San Juan
Mountains

John C. Frémont's private expedition for a proposed St. Louis
to San Francisco railroad along the 38th parallel north
becomes mired in snow of the La Garita Mountains; ten men

and 160 mules will die in the debacle
W.W. Anderson, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Henry Ornauer (birthdate), biographic sketch
Robert Stoehr (birthdate), biographic sketch

What will become Costilla County is first settled by farmers
and ranchers moving north from New Mexico

Gold is discovered on what comes to be known as Ralston
Creek in Arvada; named for a member of the party headed for
California in search of gold

A California bound Cherokee Indian party from Oklahoma
Territory and two men named Ralston discover gold near Clear
Creek

James W. Denver crossed the plains to California locating in
Trinity County where he was elected State Senator; he was
challenged to to a duel by the editor of the San Francisco Alta
who was killed

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 123

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 472
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 504

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 124

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 310

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 539

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 594

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 411

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 120

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32



Date Event Source

1850s Sir St. George Gore travels to what will become Colorado with Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 467
a 41-man entourage using 112 horses, several milk cows, oxen,
wagons and carts; this trip is commemorated with his name on

the Gore Canyon and Gore Range
circa 1850 Approximate year the Ute Council Tree began growing in Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 531

Delta at road 15.50 and road G 96 - a giant cottonwood tree

circa 1850 Dr. Louis Auerbach (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 308

circa 1850 O. E. Le Fever (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 508

January 11, 1850 Herman H. Cordes (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 376

January 12, 1850 J.W. Sanderson (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 600

May 1, 1859 F. Christ arrives in Colorado; born February 28, 1831 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555

Pennsylvania
May 14, 1850 Alva Adams is born in lowa County, Wisconsin; moved to Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 51

Colorado in 1871 with his family stopping briefly in Greeley
before moving on to Denver.
June 18, 1850 John L. Brown, a Cherokee prospector records in his diary Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 140-141
crossing the dividing ridge between the Arkansas River and the
Platte and four days later records gold was found on Ralston's

Creek

June 22, 1850 Cherokee Indians discover a small amount of gold on Ralston A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
Creek in present-day Arvada 2016, p. xiii

June 22, 1850 Gold is discovered on what will become known as Ralston A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,

Creek by Cherokee Indians near 56th and Fenton Street in 2016, p. 10
present-day Arvada
June 22, 1850 Lewis Ralston pans a 1/4 ounce of gold near the mouth of what Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
is now Ralston Creek; first recorded discovery of gold in the
Rocky Mountain region; unimpressed, Ralson and his party
hurry to California goldfields
August 6, 1850 Louis A. Giddings (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 453



Date

September 9, 1850
September 18, 1850
December 11, 1850

December 15, 1850

1851

1851
1851

1851

1851

1851
1851
1851
1851

1851

Event

The Territories of New Mexico and Utah are established as
part of the Compromise of 1850 and include present-day
southern and western Colorado

Richard J. Brittain (birthdate), biographic sketch

Alfred Friedman, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

Senator Thomas Hart Benton introduces a bill in the U.S.
Senate to "locate and construct a great national highway from
St. Louis to San Francisco" that included a railroad, wagon

road, paved roadway and telegraph line
John M. Francisco becomes sutler at Fort Massachusetts in the

San Luis Valley and its successor Fort Garland; he later lived
in La Veta where he built a fort
Robert Bandhauer (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Douglas (birthdate), biographic sketch

The town of San Luis on the Culebra is begun, the first town in
present-day Colorado; Charles Beaubien set the rules for the
town on the Sangre de Cristo Grant

Treaty of Fort Laramie recognizes Arapaho and Cheyenne
claim to all Colorado land east of the Rocky Mountains and
north of the Arkansas River; also recognize the Comanche-

Kiowa claim to southeastern Colorado

James M. Burnell is born in Davenport, lowa and moved to
Denver on May 23, 1862 to enter the printing business

Some colonies are established in the San Luis Valley at San
Luis

The first store in Costilla County is established by Moritz
Bielshowski and William Koenig in Costilla

The town of San Luis is settled in what comes to be called the
San Luis Valley

Treaty of Fort Laramie signed giving Cheyenne and Arapaho
Indians ownership of what becomes Denver

Source
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 348

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 429

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 580

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 252

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 342

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 411

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 62

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 139
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 329
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 329
Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 403

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. xiii



Date
1851

April 5, 1851

April 9, 1851

August 18, 1851

September 1, 1851

September 17, 1851

December 3, 1851
1852
1852

1852

1852

1852

Event

Treaty of Fort Laramie signed giving the Arapaho and
Cheyenne hunting rights between the North Platte and
Arkansas rivers

San Luis is established in what becomes Costilla County; the
oldest permanent town in Colorado; originally called La Plaza
de San Luis de la Culebra

The first permanent European-American settlement in present-
day Colorado is established at San Luis de la Culebra in the
northern New Mexico Territory by settlers from the Taos area

in the San Luis Valley
W.K. Carroll, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

A great peace council for the plains tribes is set for this date by
Indian agent Thomas Fitzpatrick; Cheyenne and Arapaho claim
all of eastern Colorado north of the Arkansas River; 10,000

Indians assemble at Fort Laramie, in present-day Wyoming, for

the 15-dav council
The Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 fixes the boundaries of the

territory of the various tribes and assigns that part of Colorado
north of the Arkansas River and east of the Rocky Mountains

to the Cheyenne and Arapaho
G.W. Wilson (birthdate), biographic sketch

J.W. Benham (birthdate), biographic sketch
James H. Kirk (birthdate), biographic sketch

William Bent blows up Fort William and decides to erect a
new fort 40 miles West of the destroyed station at Big Timbers
on the Arkansas River

San Luis Peoples' Ditch is begun in the San Luis Valley to
irrigate the land

San Pedro Ditch is begun in the San Luis Valley as an
irrigation ditch

Source
A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 5

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 411

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 384
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 133

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 134

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 642

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 335

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 488

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 150

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118



Date Event Source
1852 First U.S. military fort in what would become Colorado is built Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13
at the base of the Sierra Blanca, Fort Massachusetts; in 1858 it

is moved, rebuilt and renamed Fort Garland
1852 The third Bents Fort site is selected about 40 miles west of the Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 165
previous site near Las Animas on the same side of the river.
The structure was completed in the spring of 1854 and was
sometimes referred to as Big Timbers

1852 Settlement is made at San Pedro in the San Luis Valley Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 329
1852 Bent's Fort, the first one, is destroyed by William Bent "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

1852 The first military post for U.S. troops is built at the base of "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene
Sierra Blanca and named Fort Massachusetts Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

1852 The People's Ditch is built at San Luis to irrigate the town with Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 411
waters from Culebra Creek

1852 Fort Massachusetts opens on Ute Creek in what is now Costilla Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 414

County 8 miles north of the site of present-day Fort Garland

1852 Colonel Sanborn of the U.S. Army camps near present-day 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
Denver edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
1852 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Bent's  Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

new fort is built further down the Arkansas River from their
original fort and is constructed largely of stone; sold to the
U.S. government in 1859
1852 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Fort Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18
Massachusetts is erected near the base of Mount Blanca in the
San Luis Valley on the west bank of Ute Creek; the first
military post erected in Colorado
January 9, 1852 The new Territory of New Mexico creates nine original Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
counties, including Taos County which extends into present-
day southern Colorado

March 2, 1852 George J. Kindel (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 492
March 3, 1852 The new Territory of Utah creates ten counties, including Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Great Salt Lake, Green River, Iron, Sanpete, Utah, and
Washington counties which extend into present-day western
Colorado



Date

April 10, 1852
April 29, 1852
April 1852
May 30, 1852

June 1852

Summer 1852

September 21, 1852

June 22, 1852

June 22, 1852

July 2, 1852
July 9, 1852
November 6, 1852
November 8, 1852
December 2, 1952

December 6, 1852

Event
Settlers on the Culebra begin the San Luis People's Ditch
Frank W. Ingersoll (birthdate), biographic sketch

Ranchers in the San Luis Valley start to build another ditch on
the Culebra, the San Pedro Ditch
Otto G. Cranston, M.D. (birthdate), biographic sketch

U.S. establishes the first fort in what will become Colorado,
Fort Massachusetts; Major George Alexander Hamilton Blake
is in command of the fortification constructed on Ute Creek
near the western base of Mount Blanca in the San Luis Valley

Summer of this year Fort Massachusetts is established in what
is now Colorado on Ute Creek at the western base of the

Sangre de Christo mountains
James M. Hamrick (birthdate), biographic sketch

Fort Massachusetts is established on the west bank of Utah
Creek in the San Luis Valley 85 miles north of Taos; it is
dismantled June 24, 1858 and moved to a new post called Fort

Garland
The U.S. Army establishes Fort Massachusetts in the San Luis

Valley of northern New Mexico Territory, the first U.S. Army
fort in what is now Colorado

William W. Montelius (birthdate), biographic sketch

John J. McGinnity (birthdate), biographic sketch

Edward Veltz (birthdate), biographic sketch

Frederick Riethmann (birthdate), biographic sketch

Andrix post office discontinued in Las Animas County

Hutton Crater (birthdate), biographic sketch

Source

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 121
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 476

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 121

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 392
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 124

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 148

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 469
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 168

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 533

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 536

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 624

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 557

Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959, William H. Bauer, James L.
Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 12

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 395



Date
1853

1853

1853
1853

1853
1853

1853

1853

1853

circa 1853

March 3, 1853

March 3, 1859

June 1853

June 17, 1853

Event
Samuel M. Black (birthdate), biographic sketch

A fur trading post called Robidoux Fort or Fort Uncompahgre
constructed earlier on the Gunnison River near the mouth of
the Uncompahgre by Antoine Robidoux; by this time was in
ruins

Montez irrigation ditch is begun in the San Luis Valley
Federal corps of engineers are sent into the field to survey
possible railroad routes west

Settlements are made on the Trinchera and in San Acacio
Capt. J.W. Gunnison reconnoiters the Wet Mountain Valley in
what will become Custer County

Captain J.W. Gunnison explores the central Rockies looking
for a possible rail route across what will become Colorado

Viejo San Acacio is founded in Costilla County on Culebra
Creek

Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Captain
John W. Gunnison expedition into southern Colorado is traced:;
he and some other members of his party were killed by Indians
in Utah in the fall

San Isidro - also called Fuertocito or little fort is established in
Costilla County

Congress approves an expedition to be undertaken by Captain
J.W. Gunnison which will travel through part of Colorado that
will later be nhamed for him

William Denver McGaa is born - the first birth in Denver

Captain John W. Gunnison departs with a survey party of eight
men from St. Louis bound for the west to find possible rail
roautes; escorted by a party of 30 mounted riflemen, they
follow the Santa Fe trail and take the mountain branch to the
Huerfano River and then west across the mountians via the

Sanare de Cristo Pass
Captain J.W. Gunnison's expedition leaves the Missouri River

Source

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 348

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 79

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 323

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 329
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 107

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 2

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 417

Municipal Facts, VVol. 8, N0.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 17

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 415

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 144

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 95

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 144



Date Event Source

June 26, 1853 Charles R. Dudley, Librarian of the Merchantile Library of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 767
Denver and City Library, is born in Easton, Connecticut
August 6, 1853 Lt. E.G. Beckwith visits the settlement of Greenhorn to Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 105

procure a guide for his journey across the Sangre de Cristos in
search of a rail route with Gunnison's expedition

October 14, 1853 Samuel Newhouse, mining entrepreneur, is born in New York Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 574
City
October 22, 1853 "Uncle Dick" Wooton writes that a settlement has begun on the Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 106

Arkansas River at the mouth of the Huerfano River east of the
present-day site of Pueblo

October 26, 1853 Captain John W. Gunnison and several members of his party  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 96
are killed by Indians in Utah on the Sevier River.
October 26, 1853 Captain J.W. Gunnison is killed by Indians at his camp near Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 144
Lake Sevier
November 2, 1853 Robert Aurich (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 310
December 10, 1853 Oeorge L. Ordway (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 539
1854 Albin Maul (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 517
1854 L.A. Melburn (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 512
1854 Fort built by William Bent is completed at Big Timbers, a Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 150

favorite meeting place of Arapahoe, Cheyenne and Kiowa in
Southeastern Colorado

1854 Kit Carson begins to serve as an Indian Agent Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 156

1854 Ballejos irrigation ditch is begun in the San Luis Valley Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118

1854 Jose Maria Jaques and Lafayette Head begin the settlement of Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118
Guadalupe on the Conejos River in what will become
Colorado

1854 Settlements are begun at San Francisco and at Chama Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 329

1854 El Pueblo is abandoned near the site of present-day Pueblo Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 312
following a Ute raid on Christmas Day

1854 Original chapel of Sangre de Cristo Catholic Church erected at Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 412

Main and Church Street in San Luis a half block from the
church built in 1886



Date
1854

1854

1854

1854

1854
November 24, 1854

February 7, 1854

April 28, 1854

May 1854
May 30, 1854

May 30, 1854

May 30, 1854

July 31, 1854

Event

Source

San Francisco established in Costilla County and named for St. Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 416

Francis of Assisi

Hispanic settlers first enter what will become Conejos County Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 418

in Colorado and start the first permanent settlement at

Guadalupe on the banks of the Conejos River where they dig
the Conejos Ditch and construct a small chapel for Our Lady

of Guadalupe

Town of Conejos is established and supports a saw mill, flour

mill and a successful church

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 418

Guadalupe is settled in what will become Conejos County by  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 422

Hispanic farmers including Jose Maria Jaque who built the first

house and was joined by his family

By the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill the territory of
Kansas is organized

Lafayette Head arrives in Colorado; born April 19, 1825 in
Missouri

Indian agent Thomas Fitzpatrick dies of pneumonia in
Washington D.C. where he went to explain the terms of the
treaty he made with the Comanche, Kiowa and Apache; he
called the placing of Indian tribes on small reservations

"leaalized murder of a whole nation”
Rev. Henry Bloch (birthdate), biographic sketch

Kansas and Nebraska Territories created by Congress
Congress creates the Territory of Kansas on this date,
containing a part of what would become Colorado
President Franklin Pierce signs the Kansas—Nebraska Act

creating the Territory of Kansas and the Territory of Nebraska;

the new territories include present-day eastern Colorado

Kansas Territory, including the future site of Denver, is

created; the only land not included was land covered by Indian

titles
James A. Cherry (birthdate), biographic sketch

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 134

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 356

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 177

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 326

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 368



Date
November 24, 1854

December 25, 1854

December 26, 1854

1855

1855
1855
1855

1855

1855
1855
1855

February 1855

March 19, 1855

Event Source

Lafayette Head arrives in Colorado and helps found one of first Colorado State Archives web site, Profiles of the Colorado
permanent settlements in San Luis Valley Lieutenant Governors, retrieved 1/28/2013

Chief Tierra Blanca and a band of Mohauche Utes arrive at the Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 126
Pueblo Fort and after some gaming and drinking kill all of the

white men in the fort and take captive one woman and two

children

E.H. Allison (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 304

Sir George Gore begins a protracted hunt in the Rocky Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 149

Mountains led by Jim Bridger; he spends some two years with

50 servants, scores of dogs, firearms and fishing equipment

traversing the North, Middle and South Parks and most of the

country between the Platte and Columbia Rivers; he is reported

to have killed 40 grizzlies, 3,000 bison, and thousands of

antelope and deer

James Johnson (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 481

W.V. Lippincott, Jr. (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 500

Marion J. Parsons (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 545

Head's Mill, the first flour mill within what will become Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118

Colorado, is begun with one of four water appropriations made
this year in the San Luis Valley
Lafayette Head's colony starts to divert water from the Conejos Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 121

An irrigation ditch is dug for Guadalupe to bring water from  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 423

the Conejos River

Arapahoe County, partly in present day Colorado, is nominally Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
organized by the Territory of Kansas

In retaliation for the Christmas massacre at Fort Pueblo Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 127
volunteer forces in Taos set out for Fort Massachusetts led by

Colonel Fauntleroy with Kit Carson as scout

Colonel Fauntleroy and his troops find Indians in the Saguache Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 128
Valley; the outhnumbered Utes take flight and no fighting

results



Date Event Source

April 28, 1855 Colonel Fauntleroy and his troops surprise a camp of Utes Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 128
about 20 miles from Poncha Pass, kill 40, wound many others,
take six children prisoner and capture a lot of livestock

May 16, 1855 George Eastwood (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 426
July 16, 1855 Joshua B. Reed (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 571
August 25, 1855 Arapahoe County is established by the Kansas Territorial Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 527
legislature covering the area between New Mexico and
Nebraska
August 25, 1855 The Territory of Kansas creates Arapahoe County in the Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

extreme western portion of the territory in what is now
Colorado; despite several attempts, the county is never
organized
August 25, 1855 The Kansas Territorial Legislature creates Arapahoe County; 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
this ignores the clause in the Kansas-Nebraska Act exempting edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
Indian land from territorial jurisdiction
September 10, 1855 On this and the following day treaties are agreed to with Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 129
Mohuache Utes and Jicarilla Apaches in the San Luis Valley of
what will become Colorado, the U.S. Senate does not ratify
these treaties

1856 Charles E. Hicks (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 467
1826 Fort Roubidoux is established at the present day site of Delta; Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 531

also called Fort Uncompahgre; survives until burned by
Indians in 1846

1856 San Acacio irrigation ditch is begun in the San Luis Valley Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118

1856 A grist mill is established near Antonito by early settlers from Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 518
present-day New Mexico

1856 Mogote is established in Conejos County on the Conejos River Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 422

1856 The first representative from Arapahoe County was Benjamin 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

F. Simmons edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7



Date
1856
circa 1856

January 5, 1856

June 6, 1859

August 25, 1856
October 6, 1856
1857
1857

1857
1857

1857

January 27, 1857

January 31, 1857

January 31, 1857

Event

Source

Arapahoe County holds its first election for a representative to Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

the Kansas legislature; there was one precinct and 13 votes cast

Viejo San Acacio Chapel opens in Costilla County - said to be Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 417

the oldest church in Colorado

The Territory of Utah creates Beaver County from a part of
Iron County which extends into part of present-day western
Colorado

Journalists Horace Greeley, A.D. Richardson & Henry Villard
arrive in Denver to report on the mining and the communities
in what will become Colorado

Kansas Territory legislature establishes a court system for the
County of Arapahoe [Colorado]

Election held in Kansas Territory for Arapahoe County
selecting Benjamin F. Simmons to be the representative in the
territorial legislature

Cerro irrigation ditch is constructed in the San Luis Valley
John Prowers moves to what will become Colorado to join the
Bent brothers at Bent's Fort on the Arkansas River

Salazar Store opens at 359 Main Street in San Luis

Hispanic prospectors find gold at the Mexican Diggings near
present-day W. Florida Avenue in the Platte River

The first U.S. citizen to start a mining operations in what
becomes Colorado is John S. Smith; he erects a placer on the
South Platte about 3 miles from the mouth of Cherry Creek;
this becomes known as the "Mexican Diggins"; he may also

have built a tradina post there
Gervacio Nolan dies leaving a widow, five children, and two

grandchildren; his land grant in Colorado results in hearings
and testimony by Kit Carson and Ceran St. Vrain on his heirs
behalf and the recommendation of the Surveyor General is for

Conaress to confirm the arant
Horace Tabor marries Augusta L. Pearce

Augusta Pierce marries Horace Tabor in the parlor of her
family home

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 188

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 369

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 528

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118
Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 389

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 412

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. xiii

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 108

Colorado State Archives web site, Profiles of the Colorado
Lieutenant Governors, retrieved 1/28/2013

My Search for Augusta Pierce Tabor Leadville's First Lady, 1993,
Evelyn E. Livingston Furman, p. 19



Date
January 31, 1857

March 3, 1857
March 10, 1857
Spring 1857

May 18, 1857

Summer 1857

June 15, 1857

1857

Fall 1857
October 1857
October 1857
October 9, 1857

November 1857

November 24, 1857

Event

Augusta Pierce marries Horace Tabor in the parlor of her
family home where they met in 1854

E.E. Allison (birthdate), biographic sketch

Charles Mclintosh (birthdate), biographic sketch

James W. Denver was named Commissioner of Indian Affairs
and was sent to Kansas to make treaties

Major John Sedgwick departs from Fort Leavenworth bound
for the Arkansas River valley to the area of present-day
Pueblo; the four companies of cavalry turn north to the South
Platte River

Mexican-American prospectors from the Territory of New
Mexico dig for gold along the South Platte River below the
mouth of Little Dry Creek in Arapahoe County, Kansas

Territory in what will become Colorado

G.W. Bancroft arrives in Colorado; born May 12, 1832 in
Missouri

While in Kansas James W. Denver was appointed to succeed
Robert J. Walker as Governor of Kansas Territory during the
battles between slavery and anti-slavery factions; he
succesfully restored order & resigned

A trapper named John Smith builds the first dwelling on
Cherry Creek and uses it as a trading post

W.B. Beatty arrives in Colorado; born 1838 in Ohio

J.D. Howland arrives in Colorado; born 1843 in Ohio

A son, Nathaniel Maxcy Tabor, is born to Augusta and Horace

Tabor in Zeandale, Kansas

James W. Denver of Ohio is appointed territorial governor of
Kansas; the town of Denver is named for him in Kansas
Territory

Captain R.B. Marcy travels the length of what will become
Colorado to support the "Utah War" efforts of Colonel Albert
Sidney Johnston; Marcy leaves Fort Bridger, Wyoming en
route to Fort Union, New Mexico with 65 enlisted men,
packers, and quides on this date

Source

My Search for Augusta Pierce Tabor Leadville's First Lady, 1993,
Evelyn E. Livingston Furman, p. 35

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 304

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 527

Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 135

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552

Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 179

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557

My Search for Augusta Pierce Tabor Leadville's First Lady, 1993,
Evelyn E. Livingston Furman, p. 43

Wikipedia, List of Governors of Kansas, retrieved 20 August 2012

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 96



Date
1858

1858

1858
1858

1858

1858

1858

1858

1858

1858

1858

1858

1858

Event Source

A party of four from St. Louis lays out the town of Fountain ~ Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 185
City near present-day Pueblo

W.D. Coberly arrives in Colorado; born 1840 in Illinois Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
Fort Garland established in the San Luis Valley Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 148

George A. Jackson travels from Fort Laramie trading goods ~ Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 195

with Indian tribes along the way until arriving at the junction of

the Sante Fe and Fort Laramie trails, the present-day site of La

Porte on the Cache La Poudre River

In the fall of the year a party from St. Louis camped at the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 195-196

mouth of Fountain Creek near the present site of Pueblo; the

group included: George LeBaum, Josiah T. Smith, Otto

Wenneke, and Frank Doris who came via the Arkansas River

route

Two men named Shaffer and Browne survey and plat the town Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 196

of Fontaine City near the remains of the old "Pueblo”

constructed nearby; this became part of Pueblo

Francisco Sanchez irrigation ditch constructed in the San Luis Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 118
Valley

Fort Garland is constructed to replace Fort Massachusetts, six Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 130
miles south of it in an open valley where it was in a position to

guard the route of Sangre de Cristo Pass; named for Col. John

Garland who was in command of the Department of New

Mexico, which included the San Luis Valley in what will

become Colorado

Our Lady of Guadalupe church is constructed in the town of ~ Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 255
Conejos, the first church in Colorado

Near Conejos the Church of our Lady of Guadalupe is built by Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 199
Spaniards from New Mexico; the first permanent Christian

structure in what becomes Colorado

Southeast corner of Colorado Territory established by the Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 516
survey of Kansas Territory

Fitz Hugh Ludlow visits Manitou and writes a glowing and Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 368
imaginative description of the area

William Kroenig of New Mexico purchases a tract of land in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 487
what will become Huerfano County



Date
1858

1858
1858

1858

1858

1858
1858

1858

1858

1858
1858
1958
circa 1858

January 1858
January 1, 1858

Event

First discoveries of gold are made near the junction of Cherry
Creek and the South Platte River

Fort Garland is erected in the San Luis Valley replacing nearby
Fort Massachusetts

First Catholic church built in what will become Colorado on
the Conejos River in the San Luis Valley

Walsenburg is established under the name La Plaza de Los
Leones for founder Don Miguel Antonio Leon; renamed in
1870 for storekeeper Frederick Walsen

Fort Garland opens near Alamosa to replace Fort
Massachusetts

La Garita is settled by Hispanics; named for nearby peak
Prospectors discover gold in the South Platte River in what
will become Colorado

Antoine Janis establishes the town of Colona on the Cache la
Poudre River in western Nebraska Territory.

The U.S. Army builds Fort Garland in the San Luis Valley to
replace Fort Massachusetts six miles to the north in what will
become Colorado

A town of "Highland" is established on the west bank of the
Platte

Denver is founded,; first sermon preached in Denver
Nathaniel Hill Metallurgy Hall opens on the Colorado School
of Mines campus; designed by Fuller, Fuller and Fuller

A cabin is built near present-day Laporte by a French trader,
Sam Dion Cabin, at 2710 Overland Trail

Henry M. Teller is admitted to the New York bar

Captain R.B. Marcy writes in his journal on this date
recounting the struggle for the past 12 days to get through deep
snow which has caused many mules to die and become food
for the men; two men on the strongest mules were sent ahead
to Fort Massachusetts for supplies, they returned and all of the
men were saved reaching Fort Union on March 15, 1858

Source

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 2

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1
"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6
Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 370

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 414

Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 443

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 6

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 4
Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 154
Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 236

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 359
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 97



Date
February 7, 1858

February 9, 1858
February 17, 1858
February 17, 1858
March 8, 1858

March 15, 1858

April 1858

Spring 1858

Spring 1858

April 11, 1858

April 16, 1858

Event Source

W. Green Russell leaves his home in Dawson County, Georgia Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 18
bound for the Rocky Mountains in search of gold along with

seven other men

The Green Russell party leaves Georgia heading for the Cherry Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 227
Creek region that would become Colorado

The Russell party departs from Lumpkin County, Georgia Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 187

headed for Cherry Creek in Kansas Territory

The Green Russell party leave their homes in Lumpkin County, Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 143
Georgia bound for the west in search of gold

William Denver McGaa born to William McGaa and his The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 81

Indian wife whose name was not recorded

Captain R.B. Marcy and his company of 65 men arrive at Fort Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 97
Union, NM after struggling through deep snow all winter

traveling from Fort Bridger, Wyoming

A party of traders led by a man name Cantrill returning from  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 178
Utah discover gold near the base of the mountains on what is

known now as Ralston Creek

Members of the Green Russell party build shelters in the area  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 179
of the Platte River; they put a cluster of dwellings on the Platte

about six miles above Cherry Creek and call their settlement

Montana City; about 20 log cabins are erected, but the "town"

only lasts one winter and is abandoned in the spring of 1859 in

favor of Auraria

George A. Jackson arrives in what will become Colorado after Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 188
prospecting in California in 1857; he camps at John Smith's

trading post in Auraria and then proceeds to the Cache la

Poudre and finds a trading post called "Laporte" operated by

Antoine Janiss

Calls for establishing a local government are made for what Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
will become Denver Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 2

Captain P.T. Bassett killed by John Scudder in dispute over The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 99

land in Cherry Creek area



Date Event Source
April 30, 1858 Captain R.B. Marcy and his company of men depart Fort Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 97
Union, New Mexico to return to Fort Bridger, Wyoming;
traveling east of the mountains on what is now the Palmer
Divide north of present-day Colorado Springs, a blizzard hits
on this date that last for 60 hours; some 300 horses and mules
stampede runnina 50 miles before stoopina

May 1858 George Simpson washes some gold from the sands of Cherry 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
Creek edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
May 3, 1858 Troops led by Capt. R.B. Marcy traveling from New Mexico to Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 182

Fort Bridger reach the mouth of Cherry Creek where one of his
men pans a small amount of gold dust

May 5, 1858 J.C. Bertolette arrives in Colorado; born December 13, 1837 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
Pennsylvania

May 9, 1858 J. McBroom arrives in Colorado; born July 26, 1822 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 559
Kentucky

May 22, 1858 Eleven wagons with provisions and implements depart Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 20

Lawrence, Kansas bound for what will become Colorado led
by J.H. Tierney and George W. Smith
June 1858 Placer Camp established at mouth of Little Dry Creek The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 73, cites plaque
on bridge near West Dartmouth Avenue and South Santa Fe Drive

June 1858 John Beck, a Baptist minister, arrives in Denver seeking gold  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 199
June 1858 F.M. Cobb arrives in Colorado; born 1832 in Maine Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
June 1858 G. Peck arrives in Colorado; born July 2, 1836 Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561
June 1858 Green Russell and the Cherokees discover gold near the head  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 333

of the east branch of Cherry Creek, known later as Russellville,
about five miles southeast of Franktown on the old Santa Fe
trail
Summer 1858 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Fort Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18
Garland constructed six miles south of Fort Massachusetts to
replace it; named in honor of Commander of the Department of
New Mexico, General Garland; commanded by Kit Carson for
atime
June 5, 1858 Freeman B. Crocker (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 376



Date
June 9, 1858
June 10, 1858

June 12, 1858

June 13, 1858
June 20, 1858
June 20, 1858
June 22, 1858
June 22, 1858

June 24, 1858

June 24, 1858

June 24, 1858

June 24, 1858

June 24, 1858

Event Source

Captain R.B. Marcy and his company of men arrive at Fort Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 97
Bridger in Wyoming after leaving from New Mexico in March

and traveling through Colorado

A.C. Wright arrives in Colorado; born July 4, 1836 in New Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565
York

Traveling from Lumpkin County, Georgia a group of men that Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 184-185

includes: William Green Russell, J. Oliver Russell, L.J.

Russell, Lewis Ralston, William Anderson. Joseph McAfee,

Solomon Roe, Samuel Bates and John Hampton arrive at Fort

Bent

The Green Russell group arrives at the mouth of Cherry Creek Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 19
and begin prospecting for gold

T.C. Dickson arrives in Colorado; born January 2, 1828 in
Ohio

G.L. Howard arrives in Colorado; born August 2, 1835 in
Mississippi

J.C. Turner arrives in Colorado; born March 10, 1836 in
Connecticut

J.T. Younker arrives in Colorado; born August 1, 1833 in Ohio Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564

Fort Massachusetts is dismantled and abandoned on Ute Creek Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 148
at the western base of the Sangre de Christo mountains

The Russell party from Lumpkin County, Georgia arrive at the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 185
confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River near the
present streets of Blake and Wazee Streets in downtown

Denver where they camped

Gathered on the future site of Denver on this date are 104 men Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 144
in search of gold; included is William Green Russell; weeks

later only 13 remained searching for gold

Fort Massachusetts is dismantled and moved to a new location Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 168
and renamed Fort Garland

The Green Russell party cross the South Platte near the
confluence with Cherry Creek and head for the North Platte
and Green River regions

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 227



Date Event Source

June 24, 1858 The Russell party from Georgia and a Cherokee Indian party 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
prospect for gold on Ralston Creek and Cherry Creek edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
1858 Antoine Janise, a French trapper, returns to the Poudre valley  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 196

he first visited in 1844; he and a brother, Nicholas, locate a
town of some 30-40 cabins and call it Colona, now known as
La Porte, near Fort Collins

1858 James W. Denver returned to his post as Commissioner of Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32
Indian Affairs
July 1858 Town of Montana City established between present-day Evans Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 188

and Iliff adjacent to the South Platte River and extending about

1/4 mile east of the river
July 1858 Mrs. Anna Archibald Holmes, wife of Charles Holmes, enters  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 783

the Pikes Peak country as part of the "Lawrence Party" and
camp at the Garden of the Gods; she is credited with being the

first woman to summit Pikes Peak
July 1858 Eight miles above the mouth of Cherry Creek on Dry Creeka Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 144

placer is found by members of the Cherokee-Russell party and
about $10 a day in gold is mined for each man; this is is
present-day Englewood

July 1858 First important gold discovery is made by a party of Georgians Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13
prospecting on Fountain Creek, Cherry Creek and the South
Platte

July 1858 Julia A. Holmes become the first woman to reach the summit  "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development" by Eugene
of Pikes Peak Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 1

July 1858 Gold is discovered by a party of Georgians led by Green "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development" by Eugene

Russell along Dry Creek and the South Platte River in what Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6
will become Colorado

July 1858 The Russell Party find gold where Little Dry Creek joins the A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
South Platte River in present-day Englewood 2016, p. 126
July 1858 Prospector Green Russell discovers gold near the mouth of Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Little Dry Creek in Arapahoe County, Kansas Territory in what
will become Colorado
July 1858 The Lawrence party prospects for gold on Cherry Creek 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7



Date Event Source

Summer 1858 Montana City established near West Evans, South Tremont Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
and West IlIiff Streets along the banks of the Platte River;
abandoned once Auraria and Denver City were established
later in the vear

July 4, 1858 The Lawrence party led by Tierney and Smith arrive at what ~ Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 20
will become Pueblo and form what they call "Camp
Independence"
July 15, 1858 Earl B. Coe, Denver newspaper owner and entrepreneur, is Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 668
born in Oswego, New York
July 1858 William Greeneberry "Green" Russell and his party from A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,

Georgia find gold where Little Dry Creek enters the South 2016, p. 10
Platte near present-day Dartmouth Avenue and South Santa Fe
Drive in Enaglewood

July 1858 Mrs. Julia Archibald Holmes becomes the first woman to Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 374
ascend Pikes Peak spending two days and nights there

August 1858 Kansas Territory governor James W. Denver proposes a Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 194
territory west of Kansas Territory be created and called
Shoshone

August 1858 The townsite of Montana City is established one mile north of Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

the Little Dry Creek Diggings in Arapahoe County, Kansas
Territory in what will become Colorado
August 1859 George F. Griffith and others lay out the town of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 286
Elizabethtown on the headwaters of South Clear Creek; in
1867 it becomes Georgetown
August 1, 1859 Convention meets in Denver City for a week; they determine to Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 310
explore territorial status and prepare a Constitution for the
State of Jefferson with a proposal to be voted upon by all
citizens on the first Monday of September to decide which to

pursue
August 5, 1858 Julia Holmes becomes first white woman to reach summit of  The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 72, citing Agnes
Pike's Peak Wright Spring's A Bloomer Girl on Pike's Pea k, Denver 1949
August 17, 1858 J.N. Cochran arrives in Colorado; born April 10, 1826 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554

Virginia



Date
August 26, 1858

August 30, 1858

August 30, 1858

August 30, 1858

August 30, 1858
1858

Fall 1858

Fall 1858

Fall 1858

September 1858

September 1858
September 1858

September 1858

Event

News of gold discovery in what becomes Colorado is carried
in the Journal of Commerce headlined "Gold in Kansas
Territory!! The Pike's Peak Mines!" John Cantrell is credited

with getting the news to Kansas City

Mrs. S.M. Rooker gives birth to a daughter, name unknown,
first white birth in Cherry Creek settlements

S.M. Rooker with his wife, daughter and son John arrive at
Cherry Creek in Kansas Territory a Mormon family returning
from Salt Lake City to the east

S.M. Rooker with his wife, daughter and son, arrive in what
will become Denver; Mrs. Rooker and her daughter were the
first white women in the area

Mrs. S.M. Rooker from Utah arrives in Auraria

The first white man's house is built by John S. Smith and the
Russell boys near the junction of Cherry Creek and the South
Platte River

George A. Jackson along with Tom Golden and Jim Sanders
establish a camp at the base of the mountains and it is later
called Golden in honor of Tom Golden

Arapahoe County's first officers are appointed by Governor
J.W. Denver of Kansas Territory: Edward W. Wynkoop,
Hickory Rogers and H.P. A. Smith

Hunters, traders and adventurers settle on Clear Creek at what
will become Golden in Jefferson County

William Hartley, a civil engineer, stakes out the town of
Montana City with blocks, lots, streets and alleys; marker at
South Huron and West Evans Avenue marks the approximate

location [missing 2012]
William Rowland and his Cheyenne wife are living near the

junction of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 147

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 76, citing
Smiley's History of Denver
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 190

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 557

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 232
Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 188

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 266

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 498

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 73

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 224

Jose Merrival and his Sioux wife are living near the junction of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 224

Cherry Creek and the South Platte River

William Simanole, the son of a Sioux and white, is living with Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 224

his Sioux wife at the mouth of Cherry Creek and the South
Platte River.



Date Event Source

September 1858 A Frenchman Alphonse La Rocque with his Sioux wife are Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 224
living near the junction of Cherry Creek and the South Platte
River

September 1858 William McGaa returns to the confluence of the South Platte ~ Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 225

River and Cherry Creek and constructs a shack in the area that
becomes known as Auraria, called at that time "Indian Row"

September 1858 Streets are named and numbered in the Auraria district Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 226

September 1858 G.B. Allen arrives in Colorado; born May 17, 1825 in New Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
York

September 1858 J.D. Miller arrives in Colorado; born March 22, 1836 in New  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 560
York

September 1858 News of gold discovered at several locations near the South Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Platte River in northwestern Kansas Territory reaches Omaha,
precipitating the Pike's Peak Gold Rush in what will become
Colorado
September 4, 1858 Men of the "Lawrence Party” - a group which had come from Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 190
Lawrence, Kansas up the Arkansas River valley arrive in the
Place Camp of the Russell Brothers, and find it virtually
deserted; they had been looking for gold in the area at the base
of Pikes Peak when told of the discoveries near Cherry Creek

and the South Platte
Fall 1858 Montana City is established as a collection of cabins in what is Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13

now South Denver; this first settlement on the South Platte in
what would become Colorado is abandoned six months later

September 1858 Montana City established by Lawrence Party, Montana Town The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 73
Company; organized with Josiah Hinman as president and W.J.
Boyer as Secretary.
September 1858 Men of the "Lawrence Party" lay out and name Montana City - Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 190-191
the first collection of white men's dwellings near the base of
the Rocky Mountains. Located between W. Evans and W. Illiff
and the east bank of the South Platte River about a quarter mile
east to what was in 1903 South Tremont, a few blocks west of
Broadway. Within a year there would be nothing remaining of
their "citv"



Date Event Source
September 6, 1858 Lawrence Party arrives at Cherry Creek The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 72
September 6, 1858 A group of prospectors from Lawrence, Kansas arrive on Dry  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 146
Creek in what would become Colorado; they discover the
Russell party had moved on in search of richer fields
September 6, 1858 The Lawrence, Kansas prospecting party lays out Montana Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 146

City a little north of the Dry Creek diggings in present-day

Englewood
September 7, 1858 The Lawrence party establishes Montana City near present-day 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
West Evans and the east side of the Platte River; Josiah edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Hinman was made president
September 9, 1858 The Lawrence party led by Tierney and Smith arrive at the Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 20

Russell Party's camp on Dry Creek five miles above Cherry

Creek where they have found gold

September 13, 1858 J.W. Clark arrives in Colorado; born January 13, 1815 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
Virginia

September 20, 1858  Samuel S. Curtis leaves Council Bluffs, lowa bound for the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 202
Pikes Peak and is elected captain of a train of emigrants

September 20, 1858 The prospecting party led by Green Russell returns to the Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 146
mouth of Cherry Creek after searching several river valleys in
the mountains and going as far north as Wyoming; they find
the Lawrence Party and several others camped at the future site

of Denver
September 24, 1858  St. Charles Town Association formed by six members of the ~ The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 73

Lawrence Party: John A. Churchill, Frank M, Cobb, Adnah
French, William Hartley, Charles Nichols, & William M.
Smith northeast of Cherry Creek and east of the S. Platte

River; they leave for Kansas October 1
September 24, 1858 John Simpson Smith and William McGaa set up their tepees at Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 199

the mouth of Cherry Creek with the intention of organizing a
town company on the east side of the creek
September 24, 1858  St. Charles Town Association constitution adopted Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 200



Date Event Source
September 24, 1858 The St. Charles Town Association is organized in what will Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 152
become Denver, claiming one square mile of land on the north
bank of Cherry Creek with members including Charles
Nichols, Adnah French, William Hartley, Frank M. Cobb,
William M. Smith, John A. Churchill, T.C. Dickson, John S.

Smith. and William McGaa
September 24, 1858 Agreement is made between six individuals to lay out 640 Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 228

acres for the purposes of a town on the upper waters of the
South Platte River at the mouth of Cherry Creek, Arapahoe
County, Kansas Territory; this was called the St. Charles town

site and would become Denver
September 24, 1858 Several men found a town on the east bank of Cherry Creek Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 21

along the upper waters of the South Platte, first called Golden
City it was then called the town St. Charles
September 24, 1858 This date marks the first attempt to establish a townsite at what Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
will become Denver; St. Charles is established in "Arapahoe
County, Kansas territory™ on the east bank of Cherry Creek,
known later as East Denver
September 26, 1858 A small group leave Omaha, Nebraska bound for what will Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 193

become Colorado; E.P. Stout and two others comprise this

small group
September 28, 1858  St. Charles Town Association elects officers: Adnah French,  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 200
William McGaa, T.C. Dickson, John S. Smith, and Frank M.

Cobb
September 28, 1858 Outline of St. Charles Town site over a map of Denver streets Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 201
in 1903
September 28, 1858 A meeting is held in McGaa's lodge of the St. Charles Town  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 21
company
October 1858 A civil engineer, Henry Allen, arrives in Denver; he plats Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 193
several towns and companies in the area
October 1858 William Hartley, Jr. begins to survey St. Charles Town site Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 201

driving the first stake near present-day Larimer and Lawrence
Streets between 14th & 15th Streets

October 1858 John S. Smith "settles" at the mouth of Cherry Creek on the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 224
South Platte River in the fall



Date Event Source

October 1858 W. Green Russell constructs a cabin along with John Smith at Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 226
the mouth of Cherry Creek in what would become Denver,
Colorado

October 1858 The town of Boulder is founded Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 185

October 1858 "Uncle" Dick Wootten follows the South Platte River en route Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 240
to his New Mexico ranch; at the confluence of Cherry Creek he
finds an excited settlement of gold hunters and decides to
proceeed to his ranch and return with a stock of goods to sell

October 1858 William Larimer arrives in what he will name Denver and Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 242
camps under a cottonwood tree on what is today Blake Street
near what was the Palace Theater in the late 1890s

October 1858 John Boylan arrives in Colorado; born February 3, 1840 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
Ohio

October 1858 A.A. Brookfield arrives in Colorado; born January 31, 1830 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
New Jersey

October 1858 J.H. Dudley arrives in Colorado; born in New York Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555

October 1858 W.H. Green arrives in Colorado; born November 23, 1828 in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557
New Jersey

October 1858 M. Ivory arrives in Colorado; born 1833 in Ireland Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558

October 1858 James Luttrell arrives in Colorado; born September 17, 1828 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 559
Washington D.C.

October 1858 J.S. Sanderson arrives in Colorado; born 1834 in Vermont Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 562

October 1858 John Smith and the Russells erect the first cabin at the site of 1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
pioneer Denver near 11th & Wewatta edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

October 1858 Town of St. Charles is laid out on the site of present-day History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
Denver 1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 185

October, 1 1858 Blake & Williams, a mercantile firm, becomes first business in The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 81

Denver; operated by Charles H. Blake and Andrew J. Williams

October 1, 1858 W. Green Russell and J.O. Russell depart from the party they  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 189
had lead from Georgia returning on horseback to return the
following spring with new supplies and provisions for the
summer of 1859



Date Event Source
October 3, 1858 A group depart Leavenworth in Kansas for the Pikes Peak Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 194
region of what will become Colorado; included in this group
are William Larimer and his son William H.H. Larimer,
Folsom Dorsett, M.M. Jewett, C.A. Lawrence and Richard
Whitsett; en route they encounter W. Green and J.O. Russel as

thev are returnina to Georaia
October 3, 1858 William Larimer and son (William H.H.) depart Leavenworth Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 212, quoting William

City bound for the gold fields of Cherry Creek & Pikes Peak in Larimer
the Kansas Territory
October 3, 1858 The Richard Whitsitt Party leaves Leavenworth, Kansas bound Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 266
for the gold fields of Colorado including: William Larimer,
and his son, Charles Lawrence Larimer, M.M. Jewett and
Folsom Dorset; as they approached the site of present-day
Pueblo they encountered the newly appointed commissioners
Edward W. Wynkoop, Hickory Rogers and H.P. A. Smith who
joined the group arriving at Cherry Creek in November

October 3, 1858 William Larimer, Jr. and his son W.H.H. Larimer along with  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 22
Richard E. Whitsitt, Folsom Dorsett, M.M. Jewett, C.A.
Lawrence and others leave Leavenworth, Kansas Territory
bound via the Arkansas River route for the gold fields of what

becomes Colorado
October 9, 1858 Many of the founders of St. Charles Town, the site of present- Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 201

day Denver, leave for eastern Kansas to remain for the winter
and returning in the spring; John Simpson Smith and William

McGaa remain behind

October 10, 1858 A party led by General D.C. Oakes reaches what will become  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 192
Denver; members are: H.J. Graham, Charles Miles, George
Pancoast and Abram Walrod, all from lowa

October 10, 1858 Major Oakes leads a party into the area at the mouth of Cherry Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 254
Creek and the South Platte River, he later departs with plans to
return in the spring of 1859

October 10, 1858 James W. Denver resigns his position as Governor of Kansas  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 156
Territory
October 10, 1858 Anthony Bott arrives in Colorado; born Alsace, France Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553

October 10, 1858 A. Walrod arrives in Colorado; born 1825 in New York Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564



Date

October 10, 1858
October 10, 1858
October 15, 1858
October 15, 1858
October 15, 1858

October 17, 1858

October 17, 1858

October 17, 1858

October 20, 1858

October 20, 1858
October 20, 1858

October 20, 1858

Event

D.C. Oakes, Abram Walrod, H.J. Graham, Charles Mills and
George Pancoast arrive at the mouth of Cherry Creek and

begin prospecting

A group arrives from Glenwood, lowa led by D.C. Oakes in
what will become Denver
A.H. Barker arrives in Colorado; born November 23, 1822 in

Ohio

D.C. Oakes arrives in Colorado; born April 3, 1825 in maine

W.M. Slaughter arrives in Colorado; born July 25, 1830 in

Ohio

Thomas Aikins and others establish a camp in Boulder canyon
and at Red Rock a short distance above the site of present-day

Boulder

A party arrives at Fort St. Vrain from the Platte including
Captain Thomas Aikins, S.J. Aikins, A.A. Brookfield, Charles
Clouser, Captain Yount, Daniel Gordon, John Rothrock,
Theodore Squires, Thomas Lorton, the Wheelock Brothers,
and a number of others; they camp at "Red Rock™ near present-

dav Boulder on this date
The first white immigrants arrive in Boulder County about 15-

20 in number

A party arrive in what will become Denver after traveling
along the South Platte River from Omaha, NE. Hayman
Chapman, Judson H. Dudley, A.J. Smith, and Henry Springer

comprise the group

Three log cabins with mud roofs are begun this day and
become known as Indian Row
J.J. Riethmann arrives in Colorado; born November 20, 1838

in Switzerland

Judson H. Dudley and others arrive from Omaha in what will

become Denver

Source

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 196

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 192

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

3, p.

4, p.
2, p.
2, p.

2, p.

1,p.

3,p.

2,p.
2,p.

4,p.

334

22

552

561

563

225

289

229

562

22



Date
October 24, 1858

October 24, 1858

October 1858
October 24, 1858

October 25, 1858

October 26, 1858
October 26, 1858
October 26, 1858

October 27, 1858

October 27, 1858

October 28, 1858

October 28, 1858
October 28, 1858

Event Source

A large group of people arrive in what will become Denver; Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 192
several groups consolidated en route to the area at Fort

Kearney and followed the South Platte River to the junction

with Cherry Creek; fifty-six men and one woman form the

aroup
A.H. Barker arrives at the futures site of Denver with several

others and begins cutting and hauling logs and becomes the

first to complete a cabin on the platted part of the Auraria town

site

C.H. Blake & Mr. Williams are the first merchants on the west Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 25
side in what will become Denver

A Plattsmouth-Nebraska group arrive in 15 wagons with 56
men and one woman, Mrs. Murat at at becomes Denver

Robert S. Wilson and others arrive in what will become
Denver from Omaha after camping on the Cache la Poudre
October 11th

E.P. Stout and two others arrive in what will become Denver
and are met by "Jack Jones" and John Smith

E.P. Stout arrives in Denver; he stakes off the town site of
Denver together with five or six others

A Mormon named S.M. Rooker puts up a cabin with the
intention of staying the winter before continuing west

Pioneer merchants Blake and Williams arrive at what will
become Denver with a stock of merchandise suitable for sale in
a mining camp

S.M. Rooker completes his cabin in what will become Denver Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 557

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 228

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 22

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 22

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 193
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 218
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 229

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 193

A group, comprised of Dr. Levi Russell, R.J. Pierce, William  The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 74
McFadding, William McKimens and Luke Tierney, arrive back

in what will become Denver from Fort Garland; they bring

provisions for the winter and erect a double cabin with "Uncle

John" Smith

W.H. Clark arrives in Colorado; born July 19, 1835 in Ohio Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
William Cole arrives in Colorado; born February 16, 1837 in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
New York



Date
October 28, 1858

October 29, 1858

October 30, 1858

October 30, 1858

October 30, 1858

October 30, 1858

October 30, 1958

late 1858

November 1, 1858
November 1858

November 1858
November 1858

November 1858
November 1858

Event

E.A. Willoughby arrives in Colorado; born January 6, 1836 in
New York

Charles H. Blake and A.J. Williams arrive in a snowstorm
with an ox-train of wagons loaded with goods, and open the
first store in what will become Denver

A meeting is held to organize a town company and lay out a
town, the beginning of the Auraria Town Company

Auraria Town Company is formed on the west bank of Cherry
Creek opposite the site of St. Charles. The name was taken
from the home town of the Russell brothers, Auraria, Georgia

Henry Reitze arrives in Colorado; born December 18, 1830 in
Germany

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 557
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 206

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 153

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 562

A group of citizens form a committee to select a town site; they Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 23

chose a tract with Cherry Creek on the east, the South Platte on

the north and then west and south to encompass 640 acres

Samuel S. Curtis arrives 1.5 miles south of the confluence of
Cherry Creek and the South Platte River, at the site called St.
Charles by the "Lawrence company"; no improvements had
been made and only Charles Nichols was there to protect the
town-site

The town of Arapaho is laid out on what is today the site of the Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,

Coors Brewery in what is now Golden

Kinna & Nye open a hardware business

John Kinna arrives in what will become Denver with a small
amount of hardware and tinner's goods

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 202

2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 69
The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 81
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 193

The term of Ohioan James W. Denver as territorial governor of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 194

Kansas ends

The term of James W. Denver of Ohio as territorial governor
of Kansas ends

William S. Foster begins to survey the Town of Auraria
Colonel Curtis begins the first plat of the city of Denver
staking out Larimer and Blake and E (14th) and F (15th)
streets among others

Wikipedia, List of Governors of Kansas, retrieved 20 August 2012

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 209
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 213



Date
November 1858

November 1858
November 1858

November 1858
November 1858

November 1858

November 1858
November 1858

November 1858

November 1858

November 1, 1858

November 1, 1858

November 1, 1858

Event Source

Moyne and Rice establish a store in a double log-cabin built on Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 872

the southeast corner of 15th and Larimer Streets in what will

become Denver

Thomas L. Golden starts a new placer mine on Clear Creek Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 161
about a mile east of Table Mountain

The town of Fountain, east of the mouth of Fountain Creek, is Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 163

begun
Henri & Katrina Murat arrive in what will become Denver Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 557
General William Larimer, Richard E. Whitsitt and others Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 182

organize the Denver Town Company, replacing the name of St.
Charles which had been established as an east bank counterpart

to Auraria
A survey is made of the Denver Town Company's 1200 acres; Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 182

Ross Hutchins erects the first house on the platted land on

Ferry Street

First Methodist church service held in what will become Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 403

Colorado are instituted by George W. Fisher

G.C. Schleier arrives in Colorado; born January 4, 1827 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563

Ohio

Denver citizens form an independent government of Arapahoe Chronology of the Colorado Constitution: Eighteen Years to

County within Kansas Territory and elect a delegate to the Statehood - Colorado State Archives, April 2013

territorial legislature

First constitutional convention mets in Blake and Williams Chronology of the Colorado Constitution: Eighteen Years to

Hall on Blake Street in Denver Statehood - Colorado State Archives, April 2013, retrived 4-7-
2016 from
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Chronology%2

00f%20the%20Colorado%20Constitution.pdf
Auraria Town Company formed, William A. McFadding The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 75

elected president, Judson H. Dudley, vice-president, Dr. Levi

Russell secretary and "Uncle John" Smith treasurer

Constitution and by-laws for the Auraria Town Company are  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 206
drawn up and approved

Roswell Hutchins and John Easter arrive at the mouth of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 226
Cherry Creek and construct a cabin on the site of present day

Denver, Colorado on the East side of the Creek across from

Auraria; credited as the first house in Denver



Date
November 1, 1858

November 1, 1858

November 1, 1858

November 1, 1858

November 1, 1858

November 1, 1858
November 2, 1858
November 2, 1858
November 2, 1858

November 3, 1858

November 3, 1858

November 3, 1858

November 4, 1858

Event

Charles H. Blake and Andrew J. Williams arrive in what will
become Denver with four wagons drawn by oxen; they open
the first business in town using a tent on this date selling
merchandise and stock for miners and other frontier customers

Edgar Freeman arrives in Colorado; born October 20, 1835 in
Pennsylvania

Auraria Town Company is formed with Joseph and William
Greeneberry Russell among the stockholders of the town site
on the southwest side of Cherry Creek near the junction with

the South Platte
Green Russell establishes the townsite of Auraria near the

Cherry Creek Diggings in Arapahoe County, Kansas Territory
in what will become Colorado

Auraria Town Company is established on the west bank of
Cherry Creek near the Platte; William McFadding was the first
president

Auraria City is founded on the west bank of Cherry Creek with
100 alleged incorporators

Mrs. Henry Murat arrives in what was at the time called
Montana City; she is sheltered in the only cabin standing

R.J. Hamilton arrives in Colorado; born November 23, 1834 in
Ohio

H. Murat arrives in Colorado; born October 25, 1823 in
Germany

John Kinna, representing John Nye arrives in Auraria, Kansas
Territory with a small stock of hardware , sheet-iron and
tinner's goods and open a store in the area of 11th and Market;
Nye arrives the following spring

John Kinna locates in what will become the town of Auraria in
Kansas Territory and establishes a sheet iron and tinner
business

Seven Masons hold the first informal Masonic meeting in what
would become Denver and Colorado

A.H. Barker moves into his cabin at the confluence of Cherry
Creek and the South Platte

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 231

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 556

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 10

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017
1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 232

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 560

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 231

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 872

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 228



Date
November 15, 1858

November 5, 1858
November 5, 1858

November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858
November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858

November 6, 1858

Event

C. Schmeder arrives in Colorado; born May 27, 1831 in

Kansas

Fred Bertroff arrives in Colorado; born January 31, 1832 in

Germany

J.G, Coberly arrives in Colorado; born April 6, 1843 in Illinois

Officers of the Auraria Town Company are elected with 84
votes each; William McFadding, J.H. Dudley, L.J. Russell,
John S. Smith, and Henry Allen

Auraria Town Company formed at the junction of Cherry
Creek and the South Platte River, the site of present-day

Denver, Colorado

Election held on the west side of Cherry Creek selecting H.J.
Graham as their representative

Voters in Auraria, in what will become Colorado, vote to send
Hiram J. Graham as their delegate to Washington D.C., and
A.J. Smith as their representative to the Kansas Legislature

The first effort to create some form of government in the area
that would become Colorado is made in the form of a meeting
to elect a delegate to Congress (Hiram J. Graham) and to the

Kansas Legislature (A.J. Smith)
O.E. Lehow arrives in Colorado; born January 24, 1829 in

Pennsylvania

A. Sagendorf arrives in Colorado; born August 28, 1828 in

New York

First election is held by the people of Arapahoe County with
A.J. Smith elected to represent them in the Kansas Territorial

Legislature

The stockholders of Auraria Town Company met and elect
officers for a term of one year

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 562

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 207

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 227

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 305

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 200

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 208

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 559
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 266

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 23

A constitution is established for the Territory of Jefferson and Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
delegates are dispatched to Washington D.C. and to the Kansas Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 2

legislature to seek recognition



Date
November 8, 1858

November 8, 1858

November 8, 1858

November 11, 1858

November 12, 1858

November 14, 1858

November 15, 1858

November 15, 1858
November 16, 1858

November 16, 1858

November 16, 1858

Event Source

Auraria Board of Directors holds their first meeting where the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 208-209
determine to survey the town-site, set lot sizes, street width,

and minimum house size; they also determine that whoever

established a printing press in the town of Auraria would

receive four shares of stock after one vear
H.J. Graham departs Auraria headed to Washington D.C. to Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 306

represent the settlers at the mouth of Cherry Creek and the
South Platte River; His efforts at trying to establish a territory
were ignored largely due to the antagonism that would soon

lead to the Civil War
Surveying of Auraria begins by a man named Foster; eight Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 230

cabins had been built before the survey was complete

Frank Trumball, railroad executive, is born in Arcadia, Iron Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 618
County, Missouri
William Larimer and son (William H.H.) arrive at the head of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 212, quoting William

Cherry Creek in Kansas Territory in what will become Larimer

Colorado

O.B. Totten arrives in Colorado; born April 9, 1830 in New Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564
Jersey

Auraria Board of Directors holds a second meeting and resolve Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 209

to donate four lots to John D. Baker for constructing a hotel or

"house of entertainment”

A meeting is held in Lawrence, Kansas to determine how lots  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 21
in St. Charles would be distributed

Larimer Party arrives and jumps the claim of the St. Charles ~ The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 74
town party

Men from Leavenworth, Kansas who had come up the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 194
Arkansas River valley including: William Larimer and his son;

Folsom Dorsett, M.M. Jewett, C.A. Lawrence and Richard

Whitsett arrive in Auraria City in what will become Denver

A party of men from Leavenworth and Lecompton, Kansas Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 154
arrive at Auraria led by William Larimer; they essentially jump
the claim of St. Charles and establish the town of Denver



Date
November 16, 1858

November 16, 1858

November 16, 1858

November 17, 1858

November 17, 1858
November 17, 1858
November 17, 1858

November 17, 1858

November 17, 1858

November 17, 1858
November 21, 1858

November 21, 1858
November 21, 1858

November 21, 1858

Event

George W. Fisher, a Methodist lay preacher, arrives in Denver
with the Larimer party

A party of Kansas men arrive that includes William Larimer
and Richard E. Whitsitt; the following day they declare a town
company and name it Denver in honor of the acting governor
of Kansas Territory James Denver

The Larimer party, which had combined with the party sent by
Kansas Territorial Governor J.W. Denver arrive at the
confluence of the South Platte and Cherry Creek; they
essentially jump the town of St. Charles and organize a new

town company namina in Denver
The settlement of St. Charles is overrun by men from

Leavenworth who formed the Denver Town Company and
took possession from Charles Nichols

Denver City adopted at first meeting of the Denver City
Company

L.D. Riethmann arrives in Colorado; born May 8, 1840 in
Switzerland

The Denver Town Company takes formal possession of the
parcels now knows as Denver

General William Larimer Jr. establishes the Denver Town
Company on the site of the St. Charles Association; named for
General James W. Denver, Governor of Kansas

General William Larimer, with a party of 41, takes over the
abandoned St. Charles town site and organizes the Denver
Town Company

Denver Town Company founded in Arapahoe County, Kansas
Territory

The first religious services in the region of Denver are held in
Auraria, conducted by Mr. Fisher

First church service is held in what will become Denver

The first church service is held in Denver by George W.
Fisher, a Methodist lay minister

George W. Fisher holds the first religious services in what
would become Colorado

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 199

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 230

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 22

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 213

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 234
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 562
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 25

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 3

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 1, No. 8, October 1918, p. 13
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 193

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 199

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 27

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7



Date
November 22, 1858

November 22, 1858
November 22, 1858

November 22, 1858

November 22, 1858
November 22, 1858
November 22, 1858

November 22, 1858

November 22, 1858

November 24, 1858

November 30, 1858

November 30, 1858

December 1, 1858

Event

Denver City Company formed by Larimer party; named for
James W. Denver former governor of Kansas Territory
Denver City Company adopts its constitution and elects its
officers

Denver Town Company lot owners assessed $1.50 by Denver
City managers on each share

Denver City Company adopts a constitution and elect a board
of directors with E.P. Stout, William Larimer Jr., H.P.A.
Smith, and P.T. Bassett as officers

A constitution is adopted by the Denver City Town Company
with 41 members

The Denver Town Company adopts a constitution and elects
officers

Denver City founded by William H. Larimer Jr. and his party

William Larimer siezes the St. Charles town site at what is
today 15th & Larimer Streets; names his village Denver for
James W. Denver the Territorial governor of Kansas when he
left for the Pikes Peak region

William Larimer establishes a rival townsite of Denver City
across Cherry Creek from Auraria

Captain Marcy departs from Fort Bridger with 40 enlisted men,
25 mounted men, along with packers and guides with orders to
travel by the most direct possible route to procure supplies in
New Mexico for General Joseph E. Johnston's army to enable
them to engage the Mormons in Utah; Marcy's path takes he
and his men across Colorado and after 51 days they arrive at
Fort Massachusetts in the San Luis Valley

The Denver City Town Company makes a contract with the
firm of Curtis & Lowry to survey a 640 acre site and lay out
the main streets

A contract is made with Curtis & Lowry by the Denver Town
Company to survey the streets of a 320 acre town

J.D. Ramage opens jewelery and watch repair store in what
will become Denver

Source
The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 74

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 214
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 300

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 156

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 230
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 25

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. xiv

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 12

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 141

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 231

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 25

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 81



Date
December 1858

December 1858

December 1858

December 1858

December 1858
December 1858
December 1858
December 1858

December 1858

Winter 1858-1859

December 1, 1858

December 1, 1858

December 1, 1858

Event
Richens L. Wooton "Uncle Dick" arrives in what will become
Auraria and later Denver bringing supplies with him to sell

George A. Jackson begins prospecting for gold near the
foothills along with Thomas Golden and James Sanders; they
put up winter quarters at present-day site of Golden

Colonel Curtis completes drawing the first plat of the city of
Denver staking out Larimer, Blake, and E (14th) and F (15th)
streets among others

J.D. Ramage, a jeweler and repairer of watches, arrives in
Auraria, and establishes himself on the site of present-day 11th
Street and Larimer

A blacksmith, Thomas Pollock, arrives in the Cherry Creek
community

Charles Bledsoe arrives in Colorado; born November 17, 1842

D.W. Griffey arrives in Colorado; born June 24, 1830 in
Kentucky

O.P. Wiggins arrives in Colorado; born July 22, 1821 in
Canada

"Tom" Pollock opens a blacksmith shop in Auraria; about the
same time carpenters Kasserman & Company open their
business in Denver

General Larimer selects a location for City Cemetery in
Denver at what became the eastern end of 11th Avenue -
Congress Park

A second party, of about 30, from Lawrence, Kansas arrives at
what will become Denver

It is estimated that on this date there were between 250 and
300 settlers in the immediate vicinity of Cherry Creek and the
South Platte River

By this date Charles H. Blake and Andrew J. Williams have
completed construction of a double cabin store on Wewatta
Street near 12th and are conducting their merchandise business
as Blake and Williams

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 157

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 195

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 213

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 232

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 874

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 186

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 900

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 193

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 195

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 231



Date
December 1, 1858

Winter 1858-1859
December 3, 1858
December 10, 1858
December 11, 1858
December 18, 1858
Winter 1858-1859
December 24, 1858

December 24, 1858

December 25, 1858

December 25, 1858
December 25, 1858

December 25, 1858

Event

William McGaa alias "Jack Jones" is issued certificate number
1, for lot 1, block 1 in St. Charles Town association at the
junction of Cherry Creek and the South Platt dated Lawrence,
Kansas Territory; this will become the first headquarters of the

Denver Water in 1871
During this winter about 125 houses are constructed near the

confluence of Cherry Creek and the Platte River

William S. Foster is voted a fee of $120 by the Auraria Board
of Directors for survey work, payable July 1, 1859

First Masonic meeting held in what would become Denver in a
log cabin owned by Andrew Sagendorf & O.E. Lehow
Auroria post office established in Nebraska Territory

Louis Herman arrives in Colorado; born August 16, 1830 in
Kansas
First sermon preached in Denver; delivered by George Fisher

"Uncle Dick" Wootton arrives at Cherry Creek providing kegs
of Taos Lightnin' for everyone

Richard L. "Uncle Dick" Wooten and his wife arrive from Fort
Union, New Mexico with groceries, dry goods, and flour;
bringing to four the number of females in the area of the
confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte

Richard L. "Uncle Dick" Wooton arrives in Denver City from
Fort Union, New Mexico. He brings his family and a wagon
load of merchandise including several barrels of "Taos
Lightning" which he sold from a tent at 12th and Wazee giving

free drinks for Denver's first Christmas
"Uncle Dick" Wooton's merchandise is unloaded in what will

become Denver, Colorado

Mrs. Dick Wootten arrives in Denver with her husband from
New Mexico

"Uncle" Dick Wootten arrives in what will become Denver and
builds a place of business where in April 1859 the first issue of
the Rocky Mountain News is published

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 18

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 182
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 209

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 233

Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959, William H. Bauer, James L.
Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 15

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557
"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 29

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 557

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 232

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 871
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 232

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 240



Date Event Source

December 25, 1858 R.L. Wootten, Jr. arrives in Colorado; born March 21, 1851 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565
New Mexico

December 26, 1858 Men leave their camp at what will become Golden and head ~ Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 499
into the mountains finding a herd of elk at what will be called
Bergen Park in Jefferson County

December 29, 1858 Thomas Pollock arrives in the Denver area from New Mexico Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 243

and opens the first blacksmith shop in the settlements of

Auraria and Denver
December 29, 1858 Denver Town Company lot owners assessed $2.00 by Denver  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 300

City managers on each share

1859 Fort built and operated by William Bent since 1854 is leased to Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 150
the U.S. government; renamed Fort Wise
1859 W.N. Byers suggests the name of Central City because of its ~ Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 205

location between Black Hawk and Nevada near the junction of
present-day [1889] Main and Lawrence Streets in Central City

1859 Aunt Clara Brown arrives in Central City after cooking and Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 483
washing for the party in which she was traveling
1859 Henry Crow arrives in Colorado; born 1830 in Canada Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
1859 Charles Corbin arrives in Colorado; born 1832 in Ohio Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555
1859 William M. Dailey arrives in Colorado; born in Ohio Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555
1859 B.H. Eaton arrives in Colorado; born July 1833 in lowa Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 556
1859 D.W. Ewing arrives in Colorado; born 1829 in Pennsylvania  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 556
1859 R.F. Jackson arrives in Colorado; born in Indiana Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558
1859 J. Wanless arrives in Colorado; born 1833 Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564
1859 W.W. Whipple arrives in Colorado; born 1837 Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565
1859 Nelson Hurd (birthdate), biographic sketch History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 461
1859 Kit Carson end his service as an Indian Agent Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 156
1859 Horace Greeley visits Denver, Colorado and reports to his Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 165
readers on his impressions of Denver and Colorado
1859 In the summer or fall of 1859 the town of Highland was Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 222

organized by Henry Allen, W.M. Slaughter, W.D. McLain and
L.J. Russell



Date
1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

Event

Thomas Warren begins operating a "rope ferry" across the
South Platte River at the mouth of Cherry Creek charging $1
for a wagon and team

Early in this year "Uncle Dick" Wooton began construction of
his business in Auraria, on the east side of 11th Street between
Market and Wazee (1413-1415 11th Street); the 20x32 foot
structure was 1 3/4 stories high

Early in this year Blake & Williams begin construction of their
business in Denver City leaving their first business place in
Auraria and building on the north side of Blake Street near
15th Street; the 32x100 foot structure housed their
merchandise and a hotel and was called the Blake & Williams
Hall or "Denver Hall" and later after they had abandoned it
was used as the "Elephant Corral" headquarters until destroyed

bv fire in 1863
A.E. Pierce establishes a private circulating library in "West

Denver" or Auraria

San Luis Mill ditch constructed in the San Luis Valley
Pagosa hot springs are visited by Captain J.N. Macomb of the
U.S. Topographical Engineers

William Kroenig develops a farm near the mouth of the
Huerfano River in the Arkansas Valley east of present-day
Pueblo

William Bent sells his second fort (across the river from
present-day Prowers) to the U.S. Government and takes up a
ranch near the mouth of the Purgatoire River

The original stage station called Julesburg was established this
year at "Old Jules" Beni's ranch one mile east of the mouth of
Lodgepole Creek on the south side of the South Platte

Permanent settlement of Trinidad begins; Gabriel Guiterrez
and Juan N. Guiterrez of New Mexico build a cabin on the site
of the present-day town; named for Trinidad Baca, a daughter

of Felipe Baca, an early settler
David K. Wall becomes the first of the fifty-niners to irrigate

the fields using water from Clear Creek at Golden

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 244

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 246

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 246

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 764

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol.
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol.
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol.

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol.

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol.

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol.

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol.

1, p.

1, p.

1, p.

2, p.

. 118
. 416

.421

421

432

452

122



Date
1859

1859
1859

1859
1859
1859
1859
1859
1859
1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

1859

Event

Thomas Gibson, former partner of W.N. Byers, purchases a
printing press from John Merrick and takes it to the Clear
Creek gold regions where he starts the Rocky Mountain Gold
Prospector and Mountain City Herald - the first newspaper in
Colorado's mountains

J.Y. Glendenen makes a sketch of the town of Auraria

Aunt Clara Brown arrives in Colorado working her way west
by washing and cooking for a company of men

Denver's first hotel, The Denver House, is established with
cottonwood log walls and a canvas roof.

First church is started in Denver, Methodist Episcopal

H.E. Page arrives in Colorado; born 1835 in Maine

J.J. Pachon arrives in Colorado; born April 15, 1838 in
Switzerland

Boulder City is platted and mapped by G.W. Gregg and T.W.
Fisher

Farmers settle in the St. Vrain Valley and found Ni Wot - the
Indian name for Left Hand Creek, later Niwot

A group including Lewis N. Tappan names the red rocks west
of Colorado Springs The Garden of the Gods

Newspapers Rocky Mountain Gold and Mountain City Herald
are established in what becomes known as Central City

Gold is discovered in California Gulch near what will become
Leadville

Most of Denver's streets are named for members of the 1859
Denver Town Company

William Bent is appointed Indian agent of the Cheyenne and
Arapahoe

William N. Byers builds a small log cabin on the Grand
[Colorado] River at Hot Sulphur Springs

The first irrigating canal taking water from the Cache la
Poudre is built by A.E. Lytton

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 251

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 420
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 564

Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13
Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 14
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 292
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 304

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 378

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 414

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 424
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 48
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 74
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 138

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 184

First irrigation project begun in what will become Colorado by "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development" by Eugene

David K. Wall in Golden

Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6



Date Event Source

1859 Four Mile House is built as a stagecoach stop on the Smoky  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 117
Hill Trail at 5000 E. Exposition; Denver's oldest extant
building and the last stop before Denver

1859 Robert Bradford's two story stone house is built as a stage stop Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 160
on what will become Ken-Caryl Ranch

1859 Boulder is created with lots measuring 50 feet by 140 offered  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 169
for $1,000 each

1859 Central City is founded in Gilpin County Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 190

1859 Nevadaville was one of the original towns in Gregory Gulch  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 197
located a mile southwest of Central City

1859 Clear Creek County is named for the creek along which two Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 200
dozen mining camps sprouted in the early 1860s

1859 Idaho Springs is founded after George A. Jackson's gold Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 208

discovery prompted miners to move to the area; they also
enjoyed the hot springs that gave the town its name

1859 Antoine Janis builds a hewn log cabin in Laporte; it is later Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 230
moved to Fort Collins to become part of the Library Park's
Pioneer Courtyard

1859 The first cabin in what will become Laporte is built by Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 236
Antoince Janis, a trader & interpreter; the cabin was moved to
the Fort Collins Library Park

1859 Kiowa is established as a Butterfield stagecoach stop in what ~ Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 273
will become Elbert County
1859 Elizabeth is founded in what becomes Elbert County when Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 276

brothers named Weber start a sawmill; former Governor Evans
names the settlement after his sister-in-law in 1881

1859 Cafion City is established where the Arkansas River emerges  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 338
from the Royal Gorge

1859 Trinidad is established on the Purgatoire River at the northern  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 374
base of Raton Pass on the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe
Trail

1859 Prospectors build a stockade near the confluence of the Blue  Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 458

and Swan rivers and French Gulch; they call it Fort Mary B.
for Mary Bigelow the only woman in the party

1859 Four Mile House is erected as a stage stop at present-day 715 A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
S. Forest Street 2016, p. 163



Date Event

1859 The organization of the Highland Town Company on the west
side of the Platte is completed

1859 A People's Court is organized

1859 Denver's first hotel opens - The Denver House

1859 The cabin of Henri Murat is erected; moved in January 1939 to
the estate of Mary Bonfils Berryman

1859 George A. Jackson and John H. Gregory discover gold in the
Central City-Black Hawk district

1859 First church organized - the progenitor of Trinity Methodist
Church in Denver

1859 Stage line reaches Denver

1859 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Bent's

Fort is purchased by the U.S. and becomes known as Fort
Wise, named after the Governor of Virginia, after new
buildings are added in 1860; because of Confederate ties to the
name Wise it is changed to Fort Lyon in 1861; named for
General Nathaniel Lyon who died at the battle of Wilson's
Creek, Missouri in August 1861; when the Arkansas River
began to erode the walls of the fort it was moved upriver and

estahlished as New Fort | von
1859 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: Old

Julesburg is established as a stage stop at the "upper crossing”
of the South Platte opposite the mouth of Lodge Pole Creek;
named for Jules Beni a French pioneer of the plains; from 1861
1863 it was the terminus of the telegraph serving Denver; it
was also a stop of the Pony Express; its location changed as

rail companies moved
1859 Historic descriptions keyed to map on pages 19 & 20: The

Leavenworth & Pikes Peak Express route opens providing the
shortest route from Leavenworth, Kansas and Denver

1859 Denver [Rocky Mountain] News (daily & weekly) newspaper
begun by News Printing Company
January 1939 The cabin of Henri Murat is moved from 1249 10th Street to

the estate of Mary Bonfils Berryman

Source

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 4

Denver Municipal Facts, Vol. 3, No. 26, June 24, 1911, p. 4
Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

Municipal Facts, Vol. 8, No.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 18

Municipal Facts, VVol. 8, N0.3&4, March-April 1925, p. 17

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 30

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7



Date Event

January 1859 Kasserman, Luttrell and Hempbhill arrive in what will become
Denver and set up a log carpenters shop on the southwest
corner of Lawrence and 10th Street in Auraria

January 1859 Henry Reitze and E. Karczewsky arrive in the Cherry Creek
and South Platte area and establish the first bakery on the East
side of 11th Street between Market and Wazee in Auraria

January 1859 John Ming arrives in what will become Denver; he brings a
stock of groceries and locates his store on "Indian Row" in
Auraria

January 1859 Rice and Heffner establish the first saloon in what will become
Denver at 11th and Market Street in Auraria

January 1859 George A. Jackson finds gold on Chicago Creek near the site
of present-day Idaho Springs, the richest placer site discovered
to this point

January 1859 Henry Reitze establishes the first bakery in what becomes
Denver

January 1859 First Masonic lodge begins in Denver

January 1859 A bill is introduced in Congress for creation of Jefferson
Territory; it does not pass

Winter 1858-1859 George A. Jackson explores the front range making excursions

up Lupton's Fork (now Bear Creek), Mount Vernon Canyon,
Bergen Park, and Soda Creek where he found the hot springs
that gave Idaho Springs its name

1859 William Byers hires Thomas Gibson and John L. Dailey in
Nebraska Territory who assemble the outside pages of the first
issue of the Rocky Mountain News before departing for what
will become Denver, Colorado

January 1, 1859 George A. Jackson finds the warm mineral waters at Idaho
Springs

January 1, 1859 By this date there were over 20 cabins in Denver and at least
50 in Auraria

January 6, 1859 Schuyler Colfax introduces legislation in U.S. Congress to

create the Colona Territory, no action was taken

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 243

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 243

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 243

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 243

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 178

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 233

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 7
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 188

Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,
2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 45

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 106

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 232

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 200



Date
January 7, 1859

January 7, 1859

January 7, 1859
January 7, 1859

January 7, 1859

January 7, 1859

January 10, 1859
January 10, 1859

Jnaury 10, 1859

January 15, 1859

January 15, 1859

January 16, 1859
January 18, 1859

January 18, 1859

Event

George A. Jackson finds gold on what came to be called
Chicago Creek

George A. Jackson discovers gold near present day Idaho
Springs, Colorado

Gold is discovered at Idaho Springs by George Jackson
George A. Jackson begins to search for gold near the junction
of Chicago Creek and Vasquez Fork he was able to dig out
nine dollars worth of gold using only a hunting knife and a
large tin cup

The first discovery of gold-bearing placer in the Rocky
Mountains is made near the mouth of Chicago Creek opposite
the town of Idaho Springs

George A. Jackson discovers a rich deposit of gold near what
will become Idaho Springs; first major diggings are made by
associates of his from Chicago thus the stream is called

Chicaqgo Creek
Thomas Pollock opens a blacksmith shop in Auraria

By-laws are adopted by the Denver Town Company and the
decision was made to dismiss the surveyors initially hired -
Curtis & Lowry - and invite proposals from others for

surveying the city

Thomas Pollock opens the first blacksmith shop in what will
become Denver, Colorado near 11th and Market Street in
Auraria

T.C. Brainard arrives in Colorado; born February 7, 1843 in
Ohio

Several men leave their cabins in Boulder and travel up
Boulder Canyon about 12 miles where they discover gold
naming the place Gold Hill

Six men discover gold at the mouth of what would become

Boulder Canyon on Boulder Creek
Auraria post office established in Kansas Territory

Montana post office established in Arapahoe County in Kansas
Territory

Source
The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 107

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 265

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 485
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 189

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 311

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 3

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 874
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 25

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 243

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 289

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 486

Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959 , William H. Bauer, James L.
Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 15

Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959 , William H. Bauer, James L.
Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 100



Date Event Source

January 18, 1859 St. Vrain post office established in Nebraska Territory and Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959, William H. Bauer, James L.
later Weld County [not to be confused with Saint Vrains] Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 135

January 18, 1859 Peter Magnes arrives in Colorado; born March 12, 1824 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 559
Sweden

January 20, 1859 A. Smith arrives in Colorado; born November 25, 1834 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563
Illinois

January 22, 1859 General William Larimer proposes to the Denver Directorsa  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 300

bridge across the South Platte with a dam between the piers to
hold water for operating a grist mill
Winter 1858-1859 Town of Pueblo is formally organized Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 476
January 27, 1859 Chairman of the Senate Committee on Territories, Senator Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 200
Green of Missouri, presents the petition of Hiram J. Graham
for creation of a territory comprised of part of Kansas,

Nebraska and Utah Territories
January 28, 1859 Chairman of the House Committee on Territories, Alexander  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 200

H. Stephens, reports a bill to provide a "temporary government
for the Territory of Jefferson” in Pike's Peak country; no action
is taken on this bill

January 29, 1859 Denver Town Company lot owners assessed $5.50 by Denver  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 300
City managers on each share
1859 First hotel in what will become Denver is constructed of "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene

cottonwood logs and a canvas roof; called the "Denver House" Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

February 1859 Auraria and Cherry Creek Water Company is formed to Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 793
convey water from a reservoir to distribute over the town; the
reservoir was never built though a few ditches were

constructed

February 1859 George W. Fisher preaches an outdoor service in Denvertoa Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 200
group of about 75

February 1859 The first hotel is constructed in what will become Denver on  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 233

the corner of 10th and Larimer Streets by Murat and Smoke
and called the Eldorado
February 1859 A.E. Pierce arrives in Colorado; born November 2, 1837 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561

Michigan



Date
February 1859

Winter 1858-1859

February 1, 1859

February 1, 1859
February 1, 1859

18590207

February 7, 1859

February 7, 1859

February 8, 1859

February 8, 1859

Event

George C. Monell, William N. Byers and Thomas Gibson
resolve to establish a newspaper to serve the gold fields of
what will become Colorado; they purchase a printing operation
at Bellevue, a few miles below Omaha and set out for Cherry

Creek on March 8
The first crop is harvested in what will become Colorado, wild

hay

David Smoke opens the first hotel in what will become Denver
at 10th and Larimer in Auraria calling the place El Dorado
Hotel

Henri Murat and David Smoke open a log hotel, the
"Eldorado" with Katrina Murat as cook and chambermaid

A Frenchman calling himself "Count Murat" opens the
Eldorado Hotel in Denver

After news of gold strikes in Arapahoe County, Kansas
Territory arrives, the Territory of Kansas splits Arapahoe
County into the six counties of Arapahoe, Broderick, El Paso,
Fremont, Montana, and Oro, and creates the new Peketon
County farther east and south; the counties are never organized

in what will become Colorado
Charter received from the Kansas Territorial legislature to

operate a ferry service for five years across the South Platte
River at the mouth of Cherry Creek; William McGaa, Charles
Nichols, L.W. Smith, Josiah T. Hinman and a man named
Morrow are listed as the operator; they never operated a ferry

at the location
Kansas Territorial legislature divides what had been called

Arapahoe County constituting the eastern part of what would
become Colorado into five counties, Montana, Oro, El Paso,
Broderick and Fremont

Senate Committee on Territories reports unfavorably on the
petition to create a new territory in response to the petition
presented by Hiram J. Graham

Kansas legislature divides the County of Arapahoe into the
counties of Montana, Broderick, Fremont, El Paso and Oro,
but the act does not establish a court system

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 130

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 137
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 243

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 558
History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,

1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 186
Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 244

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 532

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 200

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 370



Date

February 10, 1859
February 10, 1859
February 10, 1859

February 10, 1859

February 11, 1859

February 15, 1859
February 17, 1859
February 18, 1859
March 1859
March 1859

March 1859

March 1859

Spring 1859

Event
Boulder Town Company is formed with 50 shareholders
Boulder City Town Company established

Boulder City is founded, so named for its many boulders, by
Captain Thomas A. Aikins

First settlers at Red Rocks (later Boulder) form a town
company that splits into two factions - the Uppers and the
Lowers in what was Nebraska Territory since it was above the

baseline

St. Charles Town Company incorporated by the Kansas
Territorial legislative assembly, though it had ceased to exist
months earlier

H.Z. Salomom arrives in Colorado; born September 1832 in
Prussia

A.C. Smith arrives in Colorado; born May 18, 1832 in New
York

Auraria Town Company donates 1 share to William Larimer of
the Denver Town Company as a courtesy

The first death in the organized town of Denver is that of
Joseph Merrival

A.C. Wright claims to own 124 lots in Auraria, 80 in Denver
and 136 in Highlands

William Denver McGaa is born to William McGaa and one of
his Indian wives; the first child born in the Cherry Creek
settlements

A sawmill arrives in the Denver area that allows for
construction of frame houses; the first load of lumber arrives
April 21, 1859

David K. Wall plants the first vegetable garden on the front
range near Golden on a 2 acre plot; he sells to miners and
visitors, agnd remained in Golden until 1864 when he moved
to Denver and freighted until 1871

Source

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 292

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. xiv

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 124

Summit of Destiny: Taming the Pikes Peak Country 1858-1918 ,
2008, Francis J. Pierson, p. 61

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 219

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 249

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 233
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 4, p. 26

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 11

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 186

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 285



Date Event Source
Spring 1859 "The women were cross, expecially at meal time, when they My Search for Augusta Pierce Tabor Leadville's First Lady, 1993,
would have the flapjacks and bacon nearly ready and a strong  Evelyn E. Livingston Furman, p. 57
wind would scatter them over the prairie. The men, of course,
were always pleasant, and why should they not be on a trip like
that, when their only ambition is to lay upon the grass and play
cards while the women have the wood, a scarce article to
gather, the cooking and often the cattle to take care of? | do not
wonder that mean laugh and grow fat when they meditate how
helpless women are cowed down by their iron will. Augusta
Pierce Tabor

March 3, 1859 First white child born at present-day Denver was the son of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 244
William McGaa and his wife who was part Sioux. The boy was
named William Denver McGaa; March 8 also reported as his

birthdate by some family members
March 3, 1859 William McGaa's son, William Denver, becomes the first child Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 559

born in what will become Denver; his mother is an Indian
woman; the youngster dies in Ogalala, South Dakota in May

1925

March 3, 1859 William D. McGaa is the first child born claiming Denver as  Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 14
its birthplace

March 3, 1859 First child is born in what became Denver a "half-breed” son  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 233

of William McGaa and his Indian wife who name their son
William Denver

March 3, 1859 A. Lee arrives in Colorado; born April 15, 1835 in England Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 559

March 3, 1859 First child claiming Denver as its native place is born, William "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development" by Eugene
D. McGaa Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

March 6, 1859 G.W. Cook arrives in Colorado; born October 31, 1839 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
New York

March 8, 1959 William Byers & company leave for Cherry Creek from The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 84-85, citing
Omaha various Omaha newspaper accounts

March 8, 1859 William N. Byers & Thomas Gibson depart Omaha for Cherry Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 247
Creek along with John L. Dailey, a printer

March 8, 1859 William N. Byers sets out from Omaha, Nebraska with two Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 223

associates, en route to the gold fields of Pike's Peak country
with a printing press and office materials



Date
March 8, 1859

March 9, 1859

March 11, 1859

March 11, 1859

March 15, 1859

March 15, 1859
May 15, 1859
May 15, 1859

March 18, 1859

March 22, 1859

March 23, 1859

March 28, 1859

Event

George C. Monell, William N. Byers and Thomas Gibson
depart for the gold fields of Colorado, struggling through mud
until reaching Fort Kearny on March 31

First coach of the newly organized Leavenworth and Pikes
Peak Express Company leaves Westport, Missouri bound for
Denver by way of Santa Fe

Auraria City Directors resolve to donate an entire block in the
city of Auraria on which the Auraria and Cherry Creek Water
Company can construct a reservoir

James W. Denver resigns his post as Commissioner of Indian
Affairs

Captain Marcy and his troops arrive in the vicinity of Pikes
Peak after surviving the trek to Taos and stay in the area of
Manitou Springs for thirty days

R. Sopris arrives in Colorado; born July 26, 1813 in Indiana

T.H. Simonton arrives in Colorado; born October 2, 1827 in
Pennsylvania

M. Storms arrives in Colorado; born November 5, 1823 in
Ohio

First serious fire occurs in Auraria when the Summers &
Dorsett livery stable, on 12th Street between Market and
Wazee, is destroyed

Coraville post office established in Kansas Territory, probably
located at the Central Overland Califorina & Pikes Peak
Express Co. office in Denver City [possibly 14th and Larimer]

E. Riethmann arrives in Colorado; born March 5, 1844 in
Switzerland

Election held for officials of Arapahoe County, Kansas
Territory: Auraria 231 votes, Denver City 144 votes

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 130

History of the Government of Denver with Special Reference to its
Relations with Public Service Corporations, doctoral thesis of
Clyden Lyndon King, 1911, p. 12

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 793

Municipal Facts, Vol. 6, No. 5, May 1923, p. 32

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 144

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 326

Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959 , William H. Bauer, James L.
Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 37

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 562

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 53



Date
March 28, 1859

March 28, 1859

March 28, 1859

March 28, 1859

March 28, 1859
March 28, 1859
March 28, 1859

March 28, 1859

March 31, 1859

April 1859

Event

Beverly D. Williams arrives in Denver to establish the
Overland stage office on Larimer near 15th Street, though this
temporary structure gave way to a frame structure on the north
side of Blake near the northwest corner of 15th Street; it would
become known as the Leavenworth & Pike's Peak stage and

express company
County officers in Arapahoe County, Kansas Territory are

elected where 231 votes were cast in Auraria and 144 in
Denver City; voters from outside the two competing towns cast

399 votes

Election for officers of Arapahoe County, Kansas are held in
Denver

Settlers in the Cherry Creek area of what will become
Colorado establish their own court system based on the laws of
Kansas Territory

Election of county officers is held along with justice of the
peace and other minor offices

C.H. Nix arrives in Colorado; born June 30, 1936 at Bingen on
the Rhine

The first election is held for officers of Arapahoe County with
231 votes from Auraria and 144 from Denver

The first election is held in what becomes Colorado with
voting for county officers; 231 voted in Auraria and 144 from
Denver City

George C. Monell, William N. Byers and Thomas Gibson
reach Fort Kearny after traveling 185 miles since March 8th
when they set out and learn that another printer is a few days

ahead of them
Thomas Gibson and John L. Dailey stop at Fort St. Vrain near

the present site of Platteville, Colorado with their wagon
bearing a printing press; William N. Byers continues on to the
mouth of Cherry Creek

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 245

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 246

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 201

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 370

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 183

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 8

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 187

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 130

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 247



Date Event Source
April 1859 Two saw mills arrive in what will become Denver from the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 247
Missouri River area; N.S. Wyatt and Hiram P. Bennett brought
one and D.C. Oakes brought the other; one is set up on Plum
Creek 30 miles south of the mouth of Cherry Creek; the other
is set up nearby on Runnina Creek

April 1859 P.T. Bassett is replaced by Richard E. Whitsitt as recorder of ~ Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 251
deeds for the Denver Town Company
April 1859 James M. Broadwell arrives in Denver and in the winter Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 326

constructs a hotel called the Broadwell House, later the Pacific
House and then again Broadwell at the corner of 16th and
Larimer, where it was later torn down by Horace Tabor and

replaced by the Tabor Block
April 1859 Saw mills are established by Bennett and Wyatt and a man Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 874

names Oakes south of Denver about 25 miles; near to where
the lumber was being harvested
April 1859 A second attempt at forming a government in what will Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 208
become Colorado is undertaken in Blake and Williams Hall on
Blake Street in what will become Denver; following discussion
of the proposal the meeting is adjourned to the first of August

April 1859 G.W. Barrett arrives in Colorado; born October 8, 1834 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
Tennessee

April 1859 James Devlin arrives in Colorado; born 1836 in Ireland Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555

April 1859 C.J. Goss arrives in Colorado; born March 12, 1821 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557
Vermont

April 1859 J.W. Hatfield arrives in Colorado; born 1854 in Illinois Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557

April 1859 C.S. Semper arrives in Colorado; born June 30, 1830 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563
England

Spril 1859 First sawmill in what will become Colorado is built on Plum  "Facts Mined for Story of State's Development™ by Eugene
Creek south of Denver by D.C. Oakes Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

spring 1859 R.E. Whitsitt institutes systematic records for Denver City real Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 228
estate transactions

Spring 1859 First saw mill is erected in the area of Denver on Plum Creek  Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 14
by D.C. Oakes

Spring 1859 George B. Allen begins washing gold on Clear Creek near the Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 500

site of present-day Arvada in Jefferson County



Date
April 1, 1859

April 1, 1859

April 2, 1859
April 6, 1859

April 7, 1859

April 7, 1859

April 7, 1859

April 8, 1859
April 8, 1859
April 8, 1859
April 8, 1859

April 11, 1859

April 11, 1859

Event

Jacob Dowling arrives in Colorado; born April 12, 1830 in

New York

I.P. Spinning arrives in Colorado; born September 21, 1837 in

Ohio

J.M. Broadwell arrives in Colorado; born May 6, 1827
G.E. Kettle arrives in Colorado; born October 2, 1835 in

Rhode Island

The first murder occurs near the Cherry Creek settlements
when the son of a German immigrant named Biencroff is shot
by John Stoefel near the mouth of Clear Creek; Stoefel is tried
and, having confessed to the crime, is convicted by a jury and
was hung from a cottonwood tree near the intersection of 10th
and Wazee with "Noisy Tom" acting as executioneer

Citizens of Fountain City (forerunner to Pueblo) unanimously
declare themselves in favor of a new state

The first trial is held in what will become Denver when a
young man named Stofel was tried for killing his brother-in-
law Thomas Biencroff, the murder and trial occurred on this
day and he was hung the following day from an Auraria

cottonwood tree
W.N. Byers arrives in Colorado; born February 22, 1831 in

Ohio

W.J. Curtice arrives in Colorado; born September 14, 1826 in

New York

J.L. Dailey arrives in Colorado; born November 19, 1833 in

Ohio

Thomas Gibson arrives in Colorado; born June 1, 1819
Citizens of Auraria and Denver City meet in Wooton's Hall
and resolve to meet in convention on April 15th to consider
organizing a new State or Territory

Citizens of Auraria call upon citizens to appoint delegates to
meet in convention on April 14 to consider organizing a new

state

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 339

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 201

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 187

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 556

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 307

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 201



Date
April 11, 1859

April 11, 1859
April 11, 1859

April 11, 1859

April 13, 1859
April 14, 1859

April 15, 1859

April 15, 1859

April 15, 1859

April 15, 1859
April 16, 1859

April 17, 1859

Event

A convention is held to consider organizing a government for
the region around the confluence of the Platte River and
Cherry Creek; General William Larimer presided and Henry
McCoy was the secretary

J.A. Connors arrives in Colorado; born June 27, 1835 in
Canada

B.P. Hamon arrives in Colorado; born November 5, 1824 in
Pennsylvania

A public meeting is held in Auraria that resolves in favor of
pursuing statehood; the Constitution that results from this
meeting is rejected 649 to 2,007

John L. Merrick arrives in Denver City with a printing press
capable of printing a little newspaper

George W. Fisher preaches service in Denver in an unfinished
building at 15th and Larimer Streets

Citizens of Auraria and Denver City meet in Wooton's Hall,
2nd floor, with 29 men present from Fountain City, El Dorado,
El Paso, Arapahoe, Auraria and Denver City; they propose a
""State of Jefferson" with boundaries of the 102nd meridian,
43rd parallel, 110th meridian and the 37th parallel which
would measure 320 miles east to west and 417 miles north to

south (mao paae 310)
Some 30 delegates meet in the second floor of "Uncle Dick"

Wootton's store in Auraria representing Fountain City,
Eldorado, El Paso, Arapahoe, Auraria and Denver City; they
call for creation of a State of Jefferson and describe the
boundaries, which are somewhat larger than the eventual

Territorv and State of Colorado
Horace Greeley arrives in what will become Denver via

stagecoach, and in the evening addresses the delegates at their
meeting to consider statehood.

U.S. Hammel arrives in Colorado; born 1832 in Ohio

W.N. Byers camps at Henderson's Island, twelve miles from
confluence of Cherry Creek and South Platte

W.N. Byers arrives at Cherry Creek

Source
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 184

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558

History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County and Colorado,
1880 by William B. Vickers, p. 31

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 247
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 200

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 307-308

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 202

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 205

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557
The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 54

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 31



Date Event Source

April 17, 1859 First mining district in Colorado formed at Jackson's Diggings The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 108
also called Chicago Bar
April 17, 1859 William N. Byers arrives in what will become Denver along  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 247
with the intention of publishing a newspaper
April 17, 1859 The first mining district in the region is established by the Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 274
Jackson Chicago Company in the area of Idaho Springs
April 17, 1859 Horace Greeley travels from Denver to the area where Gregory Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 205

made his gold discovery and addresses a mass meeting in
Gregory Gulch where he again advocates for forming a state

government
April 17, 1859 George A. Jackson, accompanied by 22 men with teams and ~ Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 189

wagons, set out to return to the spot where Jackson had
discovered gold in January

April 17, 1859 C.A. Bartholomew arrives in Colorado; born July 17, 1839 in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
Ohio

April 17, 1859 William N. Byers arrives on horseback from Fort St. Vrain in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 131
what would become Denver

April 19, 1859 Henry Gibson arrives in Colorado; born January 22, 1840 in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557
England

April 20, 1859 Wagons containing William N. Byers' press arrive at Cherry ~ The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 32
Creek

April 20, 1859 Thomas Gibson and John L. Dailey arrive at the mouth of Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 247

Cherry Creek with their wagon bearing a printing press joining
William N. Byers

April 20, 1859 J.H. Meyer arrives in Colorado; born January 22, 1837 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 560
maryland

April 20, 1859 J.M. Pendleton arrives in Colorado; born August 10, 1834 in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561
Illinois

April 20, 1859 The printing press on which the Rocky Mountain News would Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 131

be printed arrives in what will soon become known as Denver

April 21, 1859 A printing press is installed in the second story of "Wooton's  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 248
"business block™ in Auraria by W.N. Byers, Thomas Gibson
and John L. Dailey

April 21, 1859 A Masonic Lodge is organized in what becomes Denver by Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 778

H.P.A. Smith in the cabin of Sagendorf and Lehow



Date
April 21, 1859

April 21, 1859
April 21, 1859
April 22, 1859

April 22, 1859

April 22, 1859
April 22, 1859

April 22, 1859

April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859

April 23, 1859

Event

W.N. Byers and his associates begin unloading the wagon
bearing the printing press and supplies at Uncle Dick
Wootton's store and prepare to print the first issue of the
Rocky Mountain News

The first load of lumber arrives in present-day Denver
William N. Byers and Thomas Gibson arrive in present-day
Denver with a printing press and material for a newspaper

First issue of The Rocky Mountain News published - dated the
following day

First edition of Rocky Mountain News printed in attic of
"Uncle Dick™ Wootton's place dated April 23, 1859, 10:00
p.m., approximately 1413-1415 11th St. at that time marked as

4th and Ferry
First (and only) edition of the Pioneer published twenty

minutes after the Rocky Mountain News by Jack Merrick
Boulder post office established in Nebraska Territory and later
Boulder County

In the midst of a driving snowstorm the Rocky Mountain News
led by William N. Byers, and John Merrick of The Cherry
Creek Pioneer race to see which outfit would produce the first
newspaper in the extreme western part of Kansas Territory; the
News won by "about twenty minutes™ and the press on which
the only issue of the Pioneer was published was traded to
Thomas Gibson for about $30 of provisions; although printed
on the 22nd the publishing date was the 23rd of April when it

was sold
First edition of Rocky Mountain News sells between 500 and

800 copies at 25 cents a copy
Rocky Mountain News begins publishing in Denver
Cherry Creek Pioneer begins publishing in Denver

Cherry Creek Pioneer ceases publishing in Denver

Source
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 223

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 184
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 184

Vol. 1 No. 1 The Rocky Mountain News in the Western History
Collection of Denver Public Library
The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 32, 39, 194

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 34

Colorado Post Offices 1858-1959 , William H. Bauer, James L.
Ozment, John H. Willard, p. 22
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 131

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 40

Guide to Colorado Newspapers 1859-1963 by Donald E. Oehlerts
p. 27
Guide to Colorado Newspapers 1859-1963 by Donald E. Oehlerts
p. 27
Guide to Colorado Newspapers 1859-1963 by Donald E. Oehlerts
p. 27



Date
April 23, 1859

April 23, 1859

April 23, 1859

April 23, 1859

April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859
April 23, 1859

April 23, 1859

April 23, 1859

Event

The first issue of the Rocky Mountain News is published by
W.N. Byers, Thomas Gibson and John L. Dailey

The only issue of the Cherry Creek Pioneer is published by
John L. Merrick losing the race for the first newspaper in
Cherry Creek and Pikes Peak gold fields by about a half hour;

he later joined the News as a compositor

Rocky Mountain News begins publishing as a weekly
newspaper in Denver by W.N. Byers

Two newspapers were published in Denver on this date, The
Rocky Mountain News and the Cherry Creek Pioneer; The
later died after one issue, the other under founder and editor
W.N. Byers continued

First issue of the Rocky Mountain News is published; single
issue price, 25 cents, one year subscription $5

The only issue of the Cherry Creek Pioneer is published by
John L. Merrick in what will become Denver

The first issue of the Rocky Mountain News is published by
W.N. Byers

Colorado's first newspaper is published

The first issue of the Rocky Mountain News is produced

John L. Merrick produces the one and only issue of the Cherry
Creek Pioneer "perhaps a few hours earlier" than the first
edition of the Rocky Mountain News

First newspaper is published in what will become Colorado,
the Rocky Mountain News

First newspaper published in what will become Colorado when
the Rocky Mountain News begins in Denver

First issue of the Rocky Mountain News published in Denver
by William N. Byers

William Newton Byers publishes the first edition of the Rocky
Mountain News, assisted by Jack Smith an African American
pressman

William Byers publishes the first edition of the Rocky
Mountain News, the Rocky Mountain region’s first newspaper,
at Denver City; the paper will be published until February 27,
2009

Source
Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 248

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 248

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 652

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 177

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 223
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 248
Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 248

Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 14
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 184
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 184

Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 3

"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development" by Eugene
Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. xiv

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 18

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017



Date

April 23, 1859
April 24, 1859
April 27, 1859
April 27, 1859

April 29, 1859
April 29, 1859

April 30, 1859

May 1859
May 1859
May 1859
May 1859
May 1859
May 1859
May 1859
May 1859

May 1859
May 1859

Event

The Rocky Mountain News is published by William N. Byers
& Thomas Gibson; its first edition beat John L. Merrieth's
Cherry Creek Pioneer by one-half hour

D.M. Richards arrives in Colorado; born March 27, 1836 in
Ohio

M.C. Dailey arrives in Colorado; born 1840 in Pennsylvania

J.E. Williams arrives in Colorado; born April 21, 1834 in
Connecticut

D.K. Wall arrives in Colorado; born May 26, 1826 in Ohio
J.H. Wall arrives in Colorado; born January 17, 1842 in
Indiana

Captain Marcy receives reinforcements and resumes the march
to Utah traveling down the Platte to the mouth of Cherry Creek

where some of his men wash out a small amount of gold dust
from the waters there

William Green Russell returns to the Cherry Creek district
leading a group of 170 men

"Gregory District” near present-day Central City creates the
first judicial rules in what would become Colorado

George Aux arrives in Colorado; born August 11, 1837 in
Pennsylvania

L.W. Berry arrives in Colorado; born December 1, 1822 in
New York

G.M. Chilcott arrives in Colorado; born January 28, 1828 in
Pennsylvania

J.H. Craig arrives in Colorado; born October 27, 1827 in
Pennsylvania

C.L. Hall arrives in Colorado; born November 22, 1835 in
New York

A.C. Johnston arrives in Colorado; born May 21, 1830 in
Scotland

P.A. Kline arrives in Colorado; born August 1837

S.M. Logan arrives in Colorado; born November 17, 1822 in
Ohio

Source

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe

edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 8

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 562
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 145

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 272

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 678

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 554
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 559
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 559



Date
May 1859

May 1859
May 1859

May 1859
May 1859
May 1859
May 1859
May 1859

May 1, 1859

May 1, 1859
May 1, 1859
May 1, 1859
May 4, 1859
May 4, 1859
May 4, 1859
May 5, 1859

May 6, 1859

Event

J. McCannon arrives in Colorado; born January 9, 1830 in
Pennsylvania

J. Mitchell arrives in Colorado; born 1812 in Prussia

Joseph Rist arrives in Colorado; born January 25, 1832 in
Pennsylvania

E. Schafter arrives in Colorado; born March 20, 1838 in
England

W.E. Sisty arrives in Colorado; born September 29, 1827 in
Pennsylvania

J.M. Turley arrives in Colorado; born July 30, 1830 in
Missouri

J.W. Whitlcok arrives in Colorado; born September 12, 1843
in Pennsylvania

Nicholas Meyers, a ranchman and stock grower, comes to
Colorado; a pioneer of the Gunnison region

George A. Jackson and his group, mostly from Chicago, begin
to set up their mining operations on what would become
Chicago Creek near present-day ldaho Springs; after seven
days they had $1,900 in gold

D.W. Gallagher arrives in Colorado; born January 28, 1834 in
Ohio

N. Sargent arrives in Colorado; born November 5, 1811 in
Vermont

W. Wise arrives in Colorado; born June 3, 1835 in Germany

Isaac Cooper arrives in Colorado; born October 15, 1839 in
Ilinois

P.H. Dunagan arrives in Colorado; born February 28 18344 in
Tennessee

J.R. Early arrives in Colorado; born January 4, 1834 in
Pennsylvania

D.C. Wyatt arrives in Colorado; born October 14, 1837 in
Missouri

John H. Gregory reaches steep gulch that now bears his name
and discovers gold in present-day Black Hawk

Source

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol.
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Date
May 6, 1859

May 6, 1859

May 6, 1859
May 6, 1859
May 6, 1859
May 6, 1859
May 6, 1859

May 6, 1859

May 7, 1859
May 7, 1859

May 7, 1859

May 7, 1859

May 7, 1859

Event Source

John H. Gregory finds gold on the gulch which now bears his  Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 261

name near present day Black Hawk

John H. Gregory finds an outcropping of gold-bearing quartz  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 177
near the site of present-day Central City, the first lode of gold

found in the region

John Gregory discovers a gold lode near Central City in what  Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 205
will become Black Hawk, Colorado

John Gregory returns to the spot he earlier identified as likely  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 192
bearing gold and pans $4 worth of gold - he panned $40 worth

in forty pans

Elias Brown arrives in Colorado; born New Jersey Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
John Gregory finds gold at what becomes known as "Gregory Mary Fretch, state editor, Chronology and Documentary
Diggings" near present day Golden Handbook of the State of Colorado, 1973, p. 3

John H. Gregory finds gold on a tributary of North Clear Buildings of Colorado, Thomas J. Noel, 1997, p. 189
Creek; now Black Hawk

John H. Gregory discovers the first hard rock gold in the
Rocky Mountains; a rich gold-bearing vein at Gregory Gulch
in northwestern Kansas Territory; 28 miles west of Denver
City in what will become Colorado

Second issue of the Rocky Mountain News published The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 185

The first two stage coaches arrive in what will become Denver, Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 251

Colorado; The Leavenworth and Pike's Peak Express Company

after 19 days of travel from the Missouri River covered 687

miles

Henry Villard arrives in Denver, the only passenger on the first Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 251

stagecoach into Denver, paying $200; he is a correspondent of

the Cincinnati Commercial

Stagecoach service first established in the Pikes Peak region by Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 188
the Leavenworth and Pike's Peak Express owned by William

H. Russell and John S. Jones; on this date the first stage arrives

in Denver

Miners Meeting at Jackson Diggings, Cooks Creek set claims Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 211
at 50 feet front and 200 feet deep, and requires claims to be

marked and staked, probably the first mining district in what

will become Colorado

Timeline of Colorado History, Wikipedia, retrieved 4-13-2017



Date
May 7, 1859

May 7, 1859
May 7, 1859

May 7, 1859

May 7, 1859
May 7, 1859

May 8, 1859

March 9, 1859

May 9, 1859

May 10, 1859

May 10, 1859
May 10, 1859

May 11, 1859

Event

The first stagecoach arrives in Denver, a Concord stage drawn
by a six-mule team, arriving from Leavenworth, Kansas; fare
was $100 for the 687 miles trip meals included

L. Barney arrives in Colorado; born August 13, 1829 in

Vermont

G.G. Merrick arrives in Colorado; born July 12, 1829 in

Massachusetts

First stagecoach reaches what will become Denver; six mules
drawing a Concord coach arrive from Leavenworth, Kansas
Territory via Fort Riley; fare was $100 including meals for the
687 mile journey

The first two stagecoaches arrive in Denver; the Leavenworth
and Pike's Peak Express Company

The Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express runs the first
stagecoach to Denver

S.A. King arrives in Colorado; born January 3, 1839 in

Massachusetts

A duel is fought, between Dr. J.S. Stone and Lew Bliss, on the
north side of the Platte, using shotguns at 30 paces; Bliss is
shot and mortally wounded though he lingered until October

10th

A group of miners meet at Jackson Diggings and organize by-
laws setting claims at 50x200 feet and claims should be staked
with at least two stakes & improved within ten days and
discoverer should be allowed an extra claim

Chairman Grow of the House Committee on Territories reports
a bill to organize the "Territory of Idaho™ in the Pike's Peak
region, it was tabled without action

T.J. Jones arrives in Colorado; born September 18, 1820 in

Illinois

W.H. Morgan arrives in Colorado; born July 20, 1826 in New

York

G.W. Drake arrives in Colorado; born November 8, 1838 in

Ohio

Source
Eugene Parsons, Sons of Colorado, vol. 2, April 1908, p. 13

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 552
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 560
"Facts Mined for Story of State's Development” by Eugene

Parsons, Denver Republican, January 1, 1911, p. 6

A Short History of Denver, Stephen Leonard & Thomas J. Noel,
2016, p. 13

1947 Denver Complete Map Atlas of Metropolitan Region, Deluxe
edition, Metropolitan Publishing Company, p. 8

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 234-235

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 2, p. 488

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 217

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 558
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 560

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 555



Date
May 13, 1859

May 13, 1859
May 13, 1859
May 13, 1859
May 14, 1859
May 14, 1859
May 14, 1859
May 15, 1859
May 15, 1859
May 15, 1859

May 1859

May 16, 1859

May 17, 1859
May 17, 1859

May 17, 1859

Event Source

William N. Byers, Richard Sopris, William M. Slaughter, Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 190
Henry Allen and others leave Denver for "Jackson's Bar" - near
present day Idaho Springs - arriving the next day and staking
claims on the 15th

John Good arrives in Colorado; born October 14, 1836 in
France

J.M. Tallman arrives in Colorado; born April 25, 1838 in New Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 564
York

J.E. White arrives in Colorado; born February 25, 1833 in
Pennsylvania

Third issue of the Rocky Mountain News published The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 185

Little Raven, Arapahoe chief, has a conference with a large Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 245
number of Denver and Auraria citizens at Blake and Williams'

Hotel

G.H. Bressler arrives in Colorado; born June 16, 1836 in Ohio Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 556

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565

J.F. Gardner arrives in Colorado; born November 2, 1834 in  Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 556
New York
J.0. Moore arrives in Colorado; born April 10, 1832 in Illinois Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561

L. Mayer arrives in Colorado; born September 16, 1838 in
France

George A. Jackson returns to Auraria with the gold dust that ~ Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 190
had been found in the area near Idaho Springs; he tells John

Gregory of his find and the location and Gregory agrees to

meet him there, but takes a wrong turn and winds up making

his own discovery in Gregory Gulch, later the site of Black

Hawk
John Gregory puts a sluice into operation near present day

Black Hawk; he hires five men to work his claims and by May

23rd has taken out over $900 in gold

J.T. Henderson arrives in Colorado; born 1836 in England Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 557
M. Silverthorne arrives in Colorado; born September 15, 1811 Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 563
in New Jersey

T.E. Wheeler arrives in Colorado; born September 13, 1836 in Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 565
Massachusetts

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, p. 262



Date

May 18, 1859
May 18, 1859
May 18, 1859

May 19, 1859

May 19, 1864

May 19, 1864

May 20, 1859

May 21, 1859
May 22, 1859
May 25, 1859
May 25, 1859
May 26, 1859

May 27, 1859

Event

News of John Gregory's discovery reaches the area of todays
Idaho Springs causing a rush over the hills and through
Virginia Canyon to stake a claim

J.H. Bradstreet arrives in Colorado; born May 6, 1832 in
Maine

C.S. Bursdal arrives in Colorado; born July 23, 1808 in Ohio

William N. Byers interviews John Gregory at his diggings in
what began to be called Gregory Gulch in present-day Black
Hawk and is shown about $1,000 in gold collected in three

days; Byers recorded there were only 17 men in the gulch on

this date
Cherry Creek floods wiping out most of central Denver

including the Rocky Mountain News offices

The flood of Cherry Creek sweeps away the offices of the
Rocky Mountain News and its contents; a few weeks later
Byers and Dailey buys the Rocky Mountain Herald and

resumes limited publication of the News

The first stagecoach traveling from Denver arrives in
Leavenworth, Kansas with $700 in shot and gold and four
passengers; passage was $100, board included

George Rist arrives in Colorado; born April 16, 1841 in
Pennsylvania

Robert Boyd arrives in Colorado; born September 21, 1837 in

Massachusetts

J.W. Bowles arrives in Colorado; born July 17, 1836 in North

Carolina

J.D. Moore arrives in Colorado; born July 11, 1838 in Illinois

C.W. Pollard arrives in Colorado; born October 22, 1834 in
New York

Horace Greeley of the New York Tribune boards a stagecoach
in Manhattan, Kansas bound for the Cherry Creek area, joining

Albert D. Richardson a correspondent for the Boston Journal

Source

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 191
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 1, p. 194

The First Hundred Years by Robert L. Perkin, p. 39

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 3, p. 133

Colorado and Its People, ed. LeRoy R. Hafen, vol. 1, p. 189

Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 562
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 553
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 560
Frank Hall, History of the State of Colorado, Vol. 2, p. 561

The First Hundred Years