
Scottish Genealogy  

Bare Bones Selective Bibliography of What to Consult When Getting Started 

in Scottish Genealogical Research in the Genealogy Collection of the Denver 

Public Library 

Handbooks:  

Burness, Lawrence R. Scottish Genealogist’s Glossary. Aberdeen, Scotland: 

Scottish Association of Family History Societies, 1991. 

Goldie, Douglas Bruce. In Search of Hamish McBagpipes: a Concise Guide to 

Scottish Genealogy. Bowie, Maryland: Heritage Books, 1992. 

Irvine, Sherry. Scottish Ancestry: Research Methods for Family Historians. 

Rev. 2nd edition. Provo, Utah: Ancestry, 2003. 

Jones, Linda and Paul Milner. Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your 

Scottish Ancestors: How to Find and Record Your Unique Heritage. 

Cincinnati, Ohio: Betterway Books, 2002. 

Moody, David. Scottish Family History. Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical 

Publishing Co., Inc., 1990 

Surnames:  

Black, George Fraser. Surnames of Scotland; Their Origin, Meaning, and 

History. New York: the New York Public Library, 1946. 

Clans and Tartans: 

Johnston, William H. Tartans. 3 vols. Vol.1 Abbotsford to Fraser; Vol.2 

Frederickton to MacNeil; Vol.3 MacNichol to Yukon. Atglen, Pennsylvania: 

Schiffer, 1999. 

Smith, Philip D. Tartan for Me!: Suggested Tartans for Scottish, Scotch-Irish, 

Irish, and North American Surnames with Lists of Clan, Family, and District 

Tartans. 6th edition. Bowie, Maryland: Heritage Books, 1994.  

Teall, Gordon. District Tartans. London: Shepheard-Walwyn, 1992. 

Thompson, Joseph Charles. So You’re Going to Wear the Kilt. 3rd. rev. 

edition. Arlington, Virginia: heraldic Art, 1989. 



Place Names: 

Gazetteer of the British Isles. Edinburgh, Scotland: John Bartholomew & Son 

LTD, 1972. 

Humphrey-Smith, Cecil R. Phillimore Atlas & Index of parish Registers. 3rd 

edition. Chichester, England: Phillimore & CO. LTD, 2003. 

Lewis, Samuel. Topographical Dictionary of Scotland: Comprising Several 

Counties, Islands, Cities, Burgh and Market Towns, Parishes, and Principal 

Villages with Historical and Statistical Descriptions. 2 vols. Baltimore, 

Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1989. 

Magazines:  

The Highlander. Barrington, Illinois: Angus J. Ray Associates, 1963. 1979 – 

2004 incomplete. 

The Scottish Genealogist. Edinburgh: Scottish Genealogical Society, 1959– 

current. with gaps 

Journal Aberdeen Family History Society. Aberdeen: the Society, 2003- 

Borders Family History Society Magazine. Galashiels: the Society, 1986- 

Dumfries and Galloway Family History Society Newsletter. Locharbridge: the 

Society, 1999- 

Newsletter Glasgow and West of Scotland Family History Society, 2003- 

Journal: Largs and North Ayrshire Family History Society. Largs: the Society, 

2001-  

Tay Valley Family Historian: Journal of the Tay Valley Family History Society. 

Dundee: the Society, 2003- 

Newsletter. International Society for British Genealogy and Family History. 

1979-2000. 

British Connections: the Journal of the International Society for British 

Genealogy and Family History. 2000-current 

W.I.S.E. Newsletter. Wales, Ireland, Scotland, England Family History 

Society: Denver, Colorado: the Society, 1999. 



W.I.S.E. Words. Wales, Ireland, Scotland, England Family History Society: 

Denver, Colorado: the Society, 2000-current. 

 

Websites: 

GENUKI: UK & Ireland Genealogy www.genuki.org.uk 

ScotlandsPeople: www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 

Ancestry.com and AncestryLibraryEdition have extensive British data sets 

FamilySearch: LDS site for free family history and genealogy resources 

www.familysearch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 


